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To The Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto House Bill 5004 entitled
"AN ACT in relation to crinme victins."

House Bill 5004 anmends the Rights of Crinme Victins and
Wtnesses Act and the Open Parole Hearings Act to require the
Prisoner Review Board (the Board) to establish a toll-free
t el ephone nunber for a small nunber of crime victinse to cal
regarding parole of an offender. The bill allows a victim of
donmestic violence or sexual assault to give information to
the Board over the toll-free nunber for consideration at the
parol e hearing of the person who commtted the crinme against
the victim The crimes covered by the bill are felonies that
i nvol ve sexual assault, donestic battery, aggravated donestic
battery, violation of an order of protection, or other felony
that involved force or violence agai nst a househol d nenber.

House Bill 5004 is well intentioned, but does not enhance
our existing victinms' rights laws. The bill only applies to a
few inmates, because it is limted to inmates still serving a

prison sentence under the indeterm nate parole system that
was abolished for offenses commtted after 1977. Wth current
file information, the Departnent of Corrections found only 34

inmates clearly covered by this bill, though a few others
could potentially be included as well. Current |aw affords
these and all other wvictins in parole cases, not just

donestic violence or sexual assault related case, the right
to be notified in advance of their offender's parol e hearing.
Today, a victimcan submt information to the Board for use
in the parole hearing by letter, film videotape, recording,
or other electronic neans. The victimmay also attend the
hearing in person if they so choose. This includes the
spouse, parent or «child of a victimthat was killed in the
of fense. According to the Prisoner Review Board, all victins
and interested parties who still file parole protests, now
after well over 25 years in npbst cases, are accustoned to the
exi sting procedures for objecting to parole. Mbst choose to
appear before the Board to object in person believing that a
personal appearance is nore forceful than a letter or phone
call, which suggests that few victins would avail thensel ves
of this new system

Finally, there 1is established by law a statew de
notification system for victinms and witnesses to check the
status of inmates, including those under the parole system
| npl enented in early My, the Illinois Automated Victim
Notification (VINE) systemis a fully automated service that
imediately notifies registered users via telephone, pager,

e-mail, fax or letter of any change in an offender's custody
status. It also provides access to a live person to assi st
callers with using the system Many agencies, including the
Boar d, can utilize this system to fulfill any duties

regarding providing notification to crine victinms and
W t nesses.

Therefore, | believe current |aw affords all victins easy
and effective ways to provide and receive information from
the Prisoner Review Board regarding inmates up for parole and
the additional expenditure required to establish and operate
this toll-free nunber is unnecessary.

For these reasons, | hereby veto and return House Bil
5004.

Si ncerely,
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s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor
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