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AN ACT concerni ng environnental protection.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Environnental Protection Act is anended by

addi ng Sections 3.95, 3.96, 3.97, and 39.8 as foll ows:

(415 ILCS 5/3.95 new)

Sec. 3.95. "Active mining area" neans the area on and

beneath | and used or disturbed in an activity related to the

extraction, renoval, or recovery of coal from its natura

deposits. This term excludes coal preparati on plants and

associ ated areas and recl anati on areas.

(415 ILCS 5/3.96 new)

Sec. 3.96 "Coal preparation plant and associated areas"

means a facility where coal is subjected to cleaning,

concentrating, or other processing or preparation in order to

separate coal from its inpurities and thereafter is |oaded

for transit to a consuning facility, together with any coa

preparation plant yards, i nmedi ate access roads, coal refuse

di sposal areas, and <coal storage piles and facilities

associated with the pl ant.

(415 ILCS 5/3.97 new)

Sec. 3.97 "Reclamation area" nmeans the surface area of a

coal nine that has been returned to required contour and on

which revegetation work (specifically, seeding or planting)

has commenced.

(415 ILCS 5/39.8 new)

Sec. 39.8. Coal mine general permt.

(a) |If the Board has not adopted rules by Cctober 1,
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2002 providing for a general NPDES pernit for coal m ne point

sources, the Agency shall issue a general pernit to coal nine

point sources in accordance with subsections (b) through (k)

of this Section.

(b) Any person who conducts surface coal mning and

reclamation operations pursuant to a pernit issued by the

Departnment of Natural Resources under the Surface Coal M ning

Land Conservati on and Recl amat i on Act may obtai n

aut hori zation to operate under the general NPDES permt under

this Section by subnitting to the Agency a Notice of Intent

letter in accordance with subsections (¢) and (d) of this

Section, whether or not the person has previously been issued

an individual NPDES pernit for that operation.

(c) A Notice of Intent letter shall be subnitted to the

Agency:

(1) for new operations not covered by an existing

i ndi vi dual NPDES permt, not less than 15 days prior to

commencenent of the discharge to be authorized by the

general permt:; and

(2) for oper ati ons cover ed by an exi sting

i ndi vi dual NPDES pernmit, at any tine after the effective

date of this Section.

(d) A Notice of Intent letter shall be signed by the

proposed pernittee or an authorized officer or agent and

shall contain or be acconpanied by the follow ng infornation:

(1) the nane, mailing address, and | ocation of the

facility for which the general permt is sought;

(2) the nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the

proposed pernittee, and whether the proposed permttee is

an i ndividual, part nership, corporation, or limted

liability conpany, and the state under whose | aws the

proposed pernittee is organized or incorporated, if

appli cabl e;

(3) anap on a scale of not less than one inch to
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500 feet showing the area on which surface coal nining

and recl anation operations are being or are proposed to

be conducted, and the |ocation of existing and proposed

outfalls for water to be discharged into the waters of

(4 an identification of the discharge from each

proposed outfall into one of or nore the followng

cat eqori es:

(i) active mning areas;

(ii) coal preparation plants and associ at ed

areas; and

(iii) reclamtion areas;

(5) the nanes of the receiving waters into which

water fromthe operation will be discharged;

(6) an affirmation that the proposed pernittee will

comply with the surface coal mning and reclamation

operations permt subnitted to the Departnent of Natural

Resources for the operation, including those portions

establi shing nmeasures to protect surface and ground water

(7) a statenent whether the proposed pernittee

elects to be bound by any optional water quality-based

effluent limtations adopted by the Board for coal nine

poi nt sources; and

(8) proof of publication in a newspaper of general

circulation in the county in which the operation for

which the Notice of Intent letter is submtted of a

public notice stating:

(i) the nane, mailing address, and | ocation of

the facility for which the general permt is sought;

(ii) the nanmes of the receiving waters into

which water fromthe operation wl| be discharged;

and

(iii) that any person aqqrieved by the
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proposed di scharge may petition the Board for a

heari ng under Section 40 of this Act.

(e) The ogeneral permt authorized by this Section shal

becone effective for a surface coal mning and reclamation

operation 15 days after a Notice of Intent letter conplying

with subsection (d) of this Section is subnitted to the

Agency for that operation, unl ess the Agency notifies the

applicant in witing prior to the effective date of the

general permt for that operation that an individual NPDES

permit will be required. The notice nmust describe the basis

for the requirenent of an individual permt and contain a

statenent that the proposed applicant nay request a hearing

on the Agency's decision to require an individual pernt

under Section 40 of this Act.

(f) Any person agqgrieved by the application of the

gener al permit to a coal mning operation or by the

requi renent of an individual NPDES permit for an operation

may petition the Board for a hearing under Section 40 of this

Act . Nothing in this Section shall excuse any person from

conplyving with the requirenents of Section 40 of this Act.

(g) Each person discharging under the general permt

authorized by this Section shall nonitor discharges fromthe

permitted operation and report the results to the Agency as

foll ows:

For outfalls identified as active nining areas or preparation

pl ants and associ ated areas:

Measur enent

Par anet er Units Frequency Sanpl e Type
Fl ow MDD 2 X Monthly | nst ant aneous
TSS ng/ | 2 X Monthly G ab

pH S.u. 2 X Monthly G ab

Total iron no/l 2_ X Monthly Gab

Sul fates* g/ | 2 X Monthly G ab

Chl orides* g/ | 2 X Monthly G ab
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(* Sulfates and chlorides only if permttee has elected to be

bound by optional water quality-based effluent limtations

adopted by the Board for coal mne point sources for those

paraneters.)

For outfalls identified as recl anati on areas:

Measur enent

Par anet er Units Frequency Sanpl e Type
Fl ow MDD 4 X Yearly | nst ant aneous
Settleable mo/l mi/1 4 X Yearly G ab
solids
pH S.u. Once every G ab
reporting
period

(h) D scharges under the general permt authorized by

this Section shall be subject to the effluent limtations

provided by the Board's requlations for coal mne point

source di scharges, and to any provisions of the Board' s rul es

governing the application of water quality standards to coal

m ne di schar ges.

(i) Any person discharging under the general permt

authorized by this Section shall be exenpt from any

requi renent to obtain construction and operating permts from

the Agency to the sane extent as if that person held an

i ndi vi dual NPDES pernmit authorizing that di scharge.

(1) Any individual NPDES permt for an operation for

which a Notice of Intent letter is submtted under this

Section shall be term nated when t he gener al permt

aut hori zed by this Section becones applicable to that

(k) If the Board adopts rules after COctober 1, 2002

providing for a qeneral NPDES pernmt for coal m ne point

sources, this Section shall be of no further force or effect

as of the effective date of those rul es.
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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