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AN ACT relating to education.

WHEREAS, The adoption of the Declaration of |ndependence
in 1776 and the signing of the United States Constitution
were principal events in the history of the United States,
the Declaration of |Independence providing the philosophical
foundati on on which this nation rests and the Constitution of

the United States providing its structure of government; and

VWHEREAS, The Federalist Papers enbody the nost el oquent
and forceful argunent nmade in support of the adoption of our

republican form of governnent; and

VWHEREAS, These docunents stand as the foundation of our
form of denocracy, providing at the sane tine the basis of
our national identity and the vehicle for orderly growh and

change; and

WHEREAS, Many Americans lack even the nost Dbasic
know edge and under standi ng of the history of our nation and
the principles set forth in the Declaration of |Independence,
codified in the Constitution and defended in the Federali st

Papers; and

VWHEREAS, The survival of the Republic requires that our
nation's children, the future guardians of its heritage and
participants in its governance, have a firmknow edge and

understanding of its principles and history; therefore

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing
Sections 2-3.64, 27-3, and 27-4 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.64) (fromCh. 122, par. 2-3.64)
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Sec. 2-3.64. State goals and assessnent.

(a) Beginning in the 1998-1999 school year, the State
Boar d of Educati on shal | est abl i sh st andar ds and
periodically, in collaboration with local school districts,
conduct studies of student performance in the | earning areas
of fine arts and physical devel opment/health. Beginning with
the 1998-1999 school year, the State Board of Education shal
annually test: (i) all pupils enrolled in the 3rd, 5th, and
8th grades in English |anguage arts (reading, witing, and
English granmar) and nathematics; and (ii) all pupil s
enrolled in the 4th and 7th grades in the biological and
physi cal sciences and t he soci al sci ences (history,
geography, «civics, economcs, and governnent). The State
Board of Education shall establish the academ c standards
that are to be applicable to pupils who are subject to State
tests under this Section beginning with the 1998-1999 school
year. However, the State Board of Education shall not
establish any such standards in final form wthout first
providing opportunities for public participation and | ocal
input in the devel opnent of the final academ c standards.
Those opportunities shall include a well-publicized period of
public coment, public hearings throughout the State, and
opportunities to file witten coments. Beginning wth the
1998-99 school year and thereafter, the State tests wll
identify pupils in the 3rd grade or 5th grade who do not neet
the State standards. |If, by performance on the State tests
or |ocal assessnents or by teacher judgnent, a student's
performance is determined to be 2 or nore grades below
current pl acenent , t he st udent shall be provided a
remedi ati on program devel oped by the district in consultation
with a parent or guardian. Such renediation prograns my
i ncl ude, but shal | not be I|imted to, increased or
concentrated instructional time, a renedial sumer schoo

program of not I|ess than 90 hours, inproved instructional
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approaches, tutorial sessions, retention in grade, and
nodi fications to instructional materials. Each pupil for
whom a renedi ati on programis devel oped under this subsection
shall be required to enroll in and attend whatever program
t he district determnes is appropriate for the pupil.
Districts may conbi ne students in renedi ati on progranms where
appropriate and may cooperate wth other districts in the
design and delivery of those prograns. The parent or
guardian of a student required to attend a renediation
program under this Section shall be given witten notice of
that requirenment by the school district a reasonable tine
prior to comencenent of the renediation programthat the
student is to attend. The State shall be responsible for
providing school districts with the new and additional
funding, wunder Section 2-3.51.5 or by other or additional
means, that is required to enable the districts to operate
remediation prograns for the pupils who are required to
enroll in and attend those prograns wunder this Section.
Every individualized educational program as described in
Article 14 shall identify if the State test or conponents
thereof are appropriate for that student. For those pupils
for whomthe State tests or conponents thereof are not
appropriate, the State Board of Education shall develop rul es
and regulations governing the adm nistration of alternative
tests prescribed wthin each student's i ndi vi dual i zed
educational program which are appropriate to the disability
of each student. Al pupils who are in a State approved
transitional bilingual education program or transitional
program of instruction shall participate in the State tests.
Any student who has been enrolled in a State approved
bilingual education programl|ess than 3 academ c years shal

be exenpted if the student's |lack of English as determ ned by
an English | anguage proficiency test would keep the student

from understanding the test, and that student's district
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shall have an alternative test program in place for that
st udent . The State Board of Education shall appoint a task
force of concerned parents, teachers, school admnistrators
and other professionals to assist in identifying such
alternative tests. Reasonable accommopdations as prescribed
by the State Board of FEducation shall be provided for
i ndi vidual students in the testing procedure. Al test
procedures prescribed by the State Board of Education shal

require: (i) that each test used for State and |ocal student
testing wunder this Section identify by name the pupil taking
the test; (ii) that the nane of the pupil taking the test be
placed on the test at the tine the test is taken; (iii) that
the results or scores of each test taken under this Section
by a pupil of +the school district be reported to that
district and identify by nane the pupil who received the
reported results or scores; and (iv) that the results or
scores of each test taken wunder this Section be nade
available to the parents of the pupil. In addi ti on,
beginning with the 2000-2001 school year and in each school
year thereafter, the highest scores and perfornmance |evels
attained by a student on the Prairie State Achievenent
Exam nati on adm ni stered under subsection (c) of this Section
shal | becone part of the student's permanent record and shal

be entered on the student's transcri pt pur suant to
regul ati ons t hat t he State Board of Education shal

pronmul gate for that purpose in accordance with Section 3 and
subsection (e) of Section 2 of the Illinois School Student
Records Act. Beginning with the 1998-1999 school year and in
every school year thereafter, scores received by students on
the State assessnent tests admnistered in grades 3 through 8
shall be placed into students' tenporary records. The State
Board of Education shall establish a comon nonth in each
school year for which State testing shall occur to neet the

obj ectives of this Section. However, if the schools of a
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district are closed and classes are not schedul ed during any
week that is established by the State Board of Education as
the week of the nonth when State testing under this Section
shal |l occur, the school district may adm nister the required
State testing at any tine up to 2 weeks follow ng the week
established by the State Board of Education for the testing,
so long as the school district gives the State Board of
Education witten notice of its intention to deviate fromthe
establ i shed schedul e by Decenber 1 of the school year in
which falls the week established by the State Board of
Education for the testing. The maximumtine allowed for al
actual testing required wunder this subsection during the
school year shall not exceed 25 hours as allocated anong the
required tests by the State Board of Educati on.

(a-5) Al tests admnistered pursuant to this Section
shall be academcally based. For the purposes of this
Section "academ cal ly based tests” shall nean tests
consi sting of questions and answers that are neasurable and
quantifiable to neasure the know edge, skill, and ability of
students in the subject matters covered by tests. The
scoring of academ cally based tests shall be reliable, valid,
unbi ased and shall neet the guidelines for test devel opnent
and use prescribed by the American Psychol ogi cal Associ ati on,
t he National Council of Measurenent and Evaluation, and the
Aneri can Educational Research Association. Academ cally based
tests shall not include assessnents or evaluations of
attitudes, values, or beliefs, or testing of personality,
self-esteem or self-concept. Nothing in this anmendatory Act
is intended, nor shall it be construed, to nul lify,
supersede, or contradict the legislative intent on academ c
testing expressed during the passage of HB 1005/ P. A. 90-296.

Beginning in the 1998-1999 school year, the State Board
of Education may, on a pilot basis, include in the State

assessnments in reading and math at each grade |l evel tested no
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nore than 2 short answer questions, where students have to
respond in bri ef to guesti ons or pronpts or show
conputations, rather than select fromalternatives that are
present ed. In the first year that such questions are used,
scores on the short answer questions shall not be reported on
an individual student basis but shall be aggregated for each
school building in which the tests are given. State-Ievel,
school, and district scores shall be reported both with and
Wi thout the results of the short answer questions so that the
effect of short answer questions is clearly discernible.
Beginning in the second year of this pilot program scores on
the short answer questions shall be reported both on an
i ndi vidual student basis and on a school building basis in
order to nonitor the effects of teacher training and
curriculuminprovenents on score results.

The State Board of Education shall not continue the use
of short answer questions in t he mat h and readi ng
assessnments, or extend the wuse of such questions to other
State assessnents, unless this pilot project denonstrates
t hat the use of short answer questions results in a
statistically significant inprovenent in student achievenent
as neasured on the State assessnments for math and readi ng and

is justifiable in terms of cost and student perfornmance.

(b) It shall be the policy of the State to encourage
school districts to continuously test pupil proficiency in
the fundanmental Ilearning areas in order to: (i) provide
tinmely information on individual student s’ per f or mance

relative to State standards that is adequate to guide
instructional strategies; (ii) inprove future instruction;
and (iii) conplenent the information provided by the State
testing system described in this Section. Each district's
school inprovenent plan nust address specific activities the
district intends to inplenent to assist pupils who by teacher

judgnment and test results as prescribed in subsection (a) of
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this Section denonstrate that they are not neeting State

standards or |ocal objectives. Such activities may include,

but shall not be limted to, sumrer school, extended school
day, speci al homewor k, tutorial sessi ons, nodi fi ed
i nstructional mat eri al s, ot her nmodi fi cati ons in t he

instructional program reduced class size or retention in
gr ade. To assi st school districts in testing pupi
proficiency in reading in the primary grades, the State Board
shall make optional reading inventories for di agnostic
pur poses avail able to each school district that requests such
assi st ance. Districts t hat adm ni ster t he readi ng
inventories may devel op renedi ati on prograns for students who
performin the bottomhalf of the student popul ation. Those
remedi ation prograns may be funded by noneys provided under
t he School Safety and Educational |Inprovenent Block G ant
Program established under Section 2-3.51.5. Nothing in this
Section shall prevent school districts from inplenenting
testing and renediation policies for grades not required
under this Section.

(c) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, each
school district that operates a high school program for
students in grades 9 through 12 shall annually adm nister the
Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation established under this
subsection to its students as set forth bel ow The Prairie
State Achi evenent Exam nation shall be devel oped by the State
Board of FEducation to neasure student performance in the
academ c areas of reading, witing, mathematics, science, and

soci al sciences. Beginning with the 2003-2004 school vear,

testing of a student's knowl edge of the Declaration of

| ndependence, the United States Constitution, and t he

Federalist Papers mnmust be included in the social sciences

area of the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation. The State

Board of Education shall establish the academ c standards

that are to apply in measuring student performance on the
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Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation including the m ninmm
exam nation score in each area that wll qualify a student to
receive a Prairie State Achievenment Award fromthe State in
recognition of the student's excellent perfornmance. Each
school district that is subject to the requirenents of this
subsection (c) shall afford all students 2 opportunities to
take the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation begi nning as
| ate as practical during the second senester of grade 11, but
in no event before March 1. The State Board of Education
shall annually notify districts of the weeks during which
these test adm nistrations shall be required to occur. Every
i ndi vi dual i zed educati onal program as described in Article 14
shall identify if the Prairie State Achievenment Exam nation
or conponents thereof are appropriate for that student. Each
student, exclusive of a student whose i ndi vi dual i zed
educati onal program devel oped under Article 14 identifies the
Prairie State Achievenent Exam nation as inappropriate for
the student, shall be required to take the examnation in
grade 11. For each academc area the State Board of
Education shall establish the score that qualifies for the
Prairie State Achievenent Award on that portion of the
exam nati on. Any student who fails to earn a qualifying
score for a Prairie State Achievenent Award in any one or
nore of the academ c areas on the initial test adm nistration
or who wshes to inprove his or her score on any portion of
t he exam nation shall be permtted to retake such portion or
portions of the exam nation during grade 12. D stricts shal

inform their students of +the tinelines and procedures
appl i cabl e to their partici pation in every yearly
adm nistration of the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nati on.
St udent s receiving speci al educati on services whose
i ndi vidual i zed educational prograns identify the Prairie
State Achievenent Examnation as inappropriate for them

neverthel ess shall have the option of taking the exam nati on,
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which shall be adm nistered to those students in accordance
wi th standards adopted by the State Board of Education to
accommodate the respective disabilities of those students. A
student who successfully conpletes all other applicable high
school graduation requirenents but fails to receive a score
on the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam nation that qualifies
the student for receipt of a Prairie State Achi evenent Award
shall nevertheless qualify for the receipt of a regular high
school di pl oma.

(Source: P.A 90-566, eff. 1-2-98; 90-789, eff. 8-14-98;
91-283, eff. 7-29-99.)

(105 ILCS 5/27-3) (fromCh. 122, par. 27-3)
Sec. 27-3. Patriotism and principles of representative

government; proper use of flag; U S. founding and related

(a) Anerican patriotism and t he principles of
representative governnment, as enunciated in the Anmerican
Decl aration of |ndependence, the Constitution of the United
States of Anerica and the Constitution of the State of

II'linois, and the proper wuse and display of the American

flag, shall be taught in all public schools and other
educational institutions supported or maintained in whole or
in part by public funds. No student shall receive a

certificate of graduation wthout passing a satisfactory
exam nation upon such subjects.

(b) The nation's founding and related docunents, which

must at a minimuminclude the Decl arati on of | ndependence,

the United States Constitution, and the Federalist Papers,

must be taught in all public high schools. The State Board of

Education shall, by rule, provide for curriculumcontent and

teacher training to ensure that the intent of this anendatory

Act of the 92nd General Assenbly is satisfied. A public high

school student nmay not receive a certificate of graduation
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wi thout passing a satisfactory examnation of his or her

know edge of the Declaration of |ndependence, the United

States Constitution, and the Federali st Papers. Before August

1, 2004 and each vear thereafter, the State Board of

Educati on shall submt a report to the Governor and the

CGener al Assenbl y describing the effectiveness of this

anendatory Act of the 92nd CGeneral Assenbly, as neasured by

the testing of a student's know edge of the Decl arati on of

| ndependence, the United States Constitution, and t he

Federal i st Paper s on t he Prairie State Achi evenent

Exam nati on

(c) Instruction shall be given in all public sueh

schools and other educati onal institutions supported or

mai ntained in whole or in part by public funds in the nethod

of wvoting at elections by mnmeans of the Australian Ball ot
system and the nethod of the counting of vot es for
candi dat es.

(d) The Pledge of Allegiance shall be recited each
school day by pupils in elenmentary educational institutions
supported or nmaintained in whole or in part by public funds.

(Source: P.A 81-959.)

(105 ILCS 5/27-4) (from Ch. 122, par. 27-4)
Sec. 27-4. Tinme devoted to subjects nentioned in Section
27-3. Not |ess than one hour of each school week shall be

devoted to the study of the subjects required to be taught

under subjeet-nenttoned-tn Section 27-3 in the seventh and

ei ghth grades or their equivalent, and not |ess than one hour

of each school week to the advanced study of the subjects

required to be taught under Section 27-3 thereof in all high

school grades, 1in the public schools and other institutions
mentioned in such Section.
This Section does not prevent the study of such subjects

in any of the |lower grades in such schools or institutions.
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(Source: Laws 1961, p. 31.)

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is anended by addi ng

Section 8.26 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.26 new)

Sec. 8.26. Exenpt nmandate. Notwi t hstanding Sections 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursement by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


