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AN ACT in relation to the regul ation of professions.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Optonetric Practice Act of 1987
is anended by changing Sections 12, 16, 17, and 22 as

foll ows:

(225 ILCS 80/12) (from Ch. 111, par. 3912)

Sec. 12. Applications for licenses and certificates.
Applications for original |licenses and certificates shall be
made to the Departnent in witing on fornms prescribed by the
Departnent and shall be acconpanied by the required fee,
which shall not be refundable. Any such application shal
require such information as in the judgnment of the Departnent
will enable the Departnent to pass on the qualifications of
the applicant for a |license or certificate.

An applicant for initial licensure in Illinois shal
apply for and be qualified to receive and shall maintain
certification to wuse diagnostic and therapeutic ocular
phar maceuti cal s.

Applicants have 3 years fromthe date of application to

conplete the application process. | f the process has not
been conpleted within 3 years, the application shall be
denied, the application fees shall be forfeited, and the

applicant nust reapply and neet the requirenents in effect at
the tinme of reapplication.

Applicants who neet all other conditions for licensure

and who wll be practicing optonetry in a residency program

approved by the Board nay apply for and receive a limted one

vear license to practice optonetry as a resident in the

pr ogr am A licensee who receives alimted |license under

this Secti on shal | have t he sane privil eges and
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responsibilities as a therapeutically certified |licensee.

(Source: P.A 91-141, eff. 7-16-99.)

(225 ILCS 80/16) (from Ch. 111, par. 3916)

Sec. 16. Renewal , reinstatenment or restoration of
licenses; mlitary service. The expiration date and renewal
period for each license and certificate issued under this Act
shall be set by rule.

Al'l renewal applicants shall provide proof of having net
the requirements of continuing education set forth in the
rul es of the Departnent. The Departnment shall, by rule,
provide for an orderly process for the reinstatenent of
i censes which have not been renewed due to failure to neet
t he cont i nui ng education requirenents. The conti nuing
education requirenent nay be waived in cases of extrene
hardship as defined by rules of the Departnent.

The Departnment shall establish by rule a nmeans for the
verification of conpletion of the continuing educati on
required by this Secti on. This verification may be
acconplished through audits of records mai nt ai ned by
registrants; by requiring the filing of continuing education
certificates with the Departnment; or by ot her means
establ i shed by the Departnent.

Any optonetrist who has permtted his or her license to
expire or who has had his or her license on inactive status
may have his or her |icense restored by nmaking application to
the Departnment and filing proof acceptable to the Departnent
of his or her fitness to have his or her license restored and
by paying the required fees. Such proof of fitness nmay
include evidence certifying to active lawful practice in

anot her jurisdiction and nust include proof of the conpletion

of the continuing education requirenents specified in the

rules for the preceding license renewal period for the

applicant's level of certification that has been conpleted
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during the 2 vyears prior to the application for |license

restoration.

The Departnent shall determ ne, by an eval uation program
established by rule, his or her fitness for restoration of
his or her license and shall establish procedures and
requi renents for such restoration.

However, any optonetrist whose license expired while he
or she was (1) in Federal Service on active duty with the
Arnmed Forces of the United States, or the State Mlitia
called into service or training, or (2) in training or
education under the supervision of the United St at es
prelimnary to induction into the mlitary service, may have
his or her license restored w thout paying any | apsed renewal
fees if within 2 years after honorable termnation of such
service, training, or education, he or she furnishes the
Department with satisfactory evidence to the effect that he
or she has been so engaged and that his or her service,
training, or education has been so term nated.

(Source: P.A 89-702, eff. 7-1-97.)

(225 I'LCS 80/17) (from Ch. 111, par. 3917)

Sec. 17. Inactive status. Any optonetrist who notifies
t he Department in witing on fornms prescribed by the
Departnent, nay elect to place his or her license on an
inactive status and shall be excused from paynent of renewal
fees until he or she notifies the Departnment in witing of
his intent to restore his or her |icense.

Any optonetrist requesting restoration from inactive
status shall be required to pay the current renewal fee, to

provide proof of conpletion of the continuing education

requi renents specified in the rules for the preceding |license

renewal period for the applicant's |level of certification

that has been conpleted during the 2 vyears prior to the

application for restoration, and shall-be-required to restore
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his or her license as provided by rule of the Departnent.

Any optonetrist whose license is in an inactive status
shall not practice optonetry in the State of Illinois.
Any |icensee who shall practice while his or her [|icense

is lapsed or on inactive status shall be considered to be
practicing wwthout a I|icense which shall be grounds for
di sci pli ne under Section 24 subsection (a) of this Act.

(Source: P.A 89-702, eff. 7-1-97.)

(225 ILCS 80/22) (from Ch. 111, par. 3922)

Sec. 22. Any person licensed under this Act may
advertise the availability of professional services in the
public nmedia or on the prem ses where such professional
services are rendered provided that such advertising is
truthful and not msleading and is in conformty wth rules
promul gated by the Departnent.

It is unlawful for any person licensed under this Act to

use testinonials or clainse of superior quality of care to

entice the public.

(Source: P.A 85-896.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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