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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 27-8.1 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/27-8.1) (fromCh. 122, par. 27-8.1)

Sec. 27-8.1. Health exam nations and i muni zati ons.

(1) In conpliance with rules and regulations which the
Departnent of Public Health shall pronul gate, and except as
herei nafter provided, all children in Illinois shall have a
health examnation as follows: wthin one year prior to
entering kindergarten or the first grade of any public,
private, or parochial elenentary school; upon entering the
fifth and ninth grades of any public, private, or parochial
school; prior to entrance into any public, private, or
parochial nursery school; and, irrespective of gr ade,
i medi ately prior to or wupon entrance into any public,
private, or parochial school or nursery school, each child
shall present proof of having been exam ned in accordance
with this Section and the rules and regulations promulgated
her eunder .

A tubercul osis skin test screening shall be included as a
required part of each health exam nation included under this
Section if the child resides in an area designated by the
Departnent of Public Health as having a high incidence of
t uber cul osi s. Addi tional health examnations of pupils,
i ncluding dental and vision exam nations, my be required
when deened necessary by school authorities. Parents are
encouraged to have their children undergo dental exam nations
at the same points in time required for health exam nati ons.

(2) The Departnment of Public Health shall pronulgate
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rul es and regul ations specifying the exam nations and
procedures that constitute a health examnation and may
recoomend by rule that <certain additional exam nations be
performed. The rules and regulations of the Departnent of
Public Health shall specify that a tuberculosis skin test
screening shall be included as a required part of each health
exam nation included under this Section if the child resides
in an area designated by the Departnent of Public Health as
having a high incidence of tubercul osis.

Physicians |licensed to practice nedicine in all of its
branches shall be responsible for the performance of the
health exam nations, other than dental exam nations and
vi sion and hearing screening, and shall sign all report forns
requi red by subsection (4) of this Section that pertain to
those portions of the health examnation for which the

physician is responsible. If a physician assistant, an

advanced practice nurse, or a registered nurse perfornms any

part of a health exam nation, then a physician |icensed to
practice nedicine in all of its branches nust review and sign
all required report forns. Licensed dentists shall perform
all dental exam nations and shall sign all report forns

required by subsection (4) of this Section that pertain to

t he dental exam nati ons. Physicians licensed to practice
medicine in all its branches, or licensed optonetrists, shal
perform all vision exanms required by school authorities and

shall sign all report forns required by subsection (4) of
this Section that pertain to the vision exam Vision and
hearing screening tests, which shall not be considered
exam nations as that termis used in this Section, shall be
conducted in accordance wth rules and regul ations of the
Department of Public Health, and by individuals whom the
Departnent of Public Health has certified.

(3) Every <child shall, at or about the sanme tine as he

or she receives a health exam nation required by subsection
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(1) of this Section, present to the |ocal school proof of
having received such inmunizations agai nst prevent abl e
communi cable diseases as the Departnent of Public Health
shall require by rules and regul ations pronul gated pursuant
to this Section and the Communi cabl e D sease Prevention Act.
(4) The individuals conducting the health exam nation
shall record the fact of having conducted the exam nation,
and such additional information as required, on uniformforns

whi ch the Departnment of Public Health and the State Board of

Education shall prescribe for statew de use. The exam ner
shall summarize on the report formany condition that he or
she suspects indicates a need for special services. The

i ndi vi dual s confirmng t he adm nistration of required
i mmuni zations shall record as indicated on the formthat the
i mmuni zati ons were adm ni stered.

(5 If a child does not submt proof of having had
either the health examnation or the I mmuni zati on as
required, then the <child shall be exam ned or receive the
i mmuni zation, as the case may be, and present proof by
Cctober 15 of the current school year, or by an earlier date
of the current school year established by a school district.
To establish a date before October 15 of the current school
year for the health exam nation or imunization as required,
a school district nust give notice of the requirenments of
this Section 60 days prior to the earlier established date.
| f for medi cal reasons one or nore of the required
I mmuni zati ons nust be given after COctober 15 of the current
school year, or after an earlier established date of the
current school year, then the child shall present, by Cctober
15, or by the earlier established date, a schedule for the
admnistration of the immunizations and a statenent of the
medi cal reasons causing the delay, both the schedule and the
statenent being issued by the physician, registered nurse, or

| ocal heal th departnment that wll be responsible for
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adm ni stration of the remaining required i mmuni zations. |If a
child does not conply by October 15, or by the wearlier
established date of the current school year, wth the
requirenents of this subsection, then the 1local school
authority shall exclude that child fromschool until such
time as the child presents proof of having had the health
exam nation as required and presents proof of having received
those required i nmunizations which are nedically possible to
receive imediately. During a child' s exclusion from schoo

for nonconpliance wth this subsection, the child' s parents
or legal guardian shall be considered in violation of Section
26-1 and subject to any penalty inposed by Section 26-10.

(6) Every school shall report to the State Board of
Education by Novenber 15, in the manner which that agency
shall require, the nunber of children who have received the
necessary I nuni zati ons and the health examnation as
requi red, indicating, of those who have not received the
i muni zations and examnation as required, the nunber of
children who are exenpt from  health exam nati on and
i muni zation requirenents on religious or nedical grounds as
provided in subsection (8). This reported information shal
be provided to the Departnent of Public Health by the State
Board of Educati on.

(7) Upon determ ning that the nunber of pupils who are
required to be in conpliance wth subsection (5) of this
Section is bel ow 90% of the nunber of pupils enrolled in the
school district, 10% of each State aid paynent nmade pursuant
to Section 18-8 to the school district for such year shall be
wi thhel d by the regional superintendent until the nunber of
students in conpliance wth subsection (5) is the applicable
speci fied percentage or higher.

(8) Parents or legal guardians who object to health
exam nations or any part thereof, or to immunizations, on

religious grounds shall not be required to submt their
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children or wards to the exam nations or inmunizations to
which they so object if such parents or |egal guardians
present to the appropriate |ocal school authority a signed
statenent of objection, detailing the grounds for t he
obj ecti on. If the physical condition of the child is such
that any one or nore of the inmunizing agents should not be
adm nistered, the examning physician responsible for the
performance of the health exam nation shall endorse that fact
upon the health examnation form Exenpting a child fromthe
health exam nation does not exenpt t he child from
participation in the program of physical education training
provided in Sections 27-5 through 27-7 of this Code.

(9) For the purposes of this Section, "nursery schools"
means those nursery schools operated by elenmentary school
systens or secondary |evel school units or institutions of
hi gher | earni ng.

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99.)
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