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August 3, 2001

To the Honorabl e Menbers of the
I1linois House of Representatives
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Governor by
Article 1V, Section 9(e) of the Illinois Constitution of
1970, and re-affirnmed by the People of the State of Illinois
by popul ar referendumin 1974, and conform ng to the standard
articulated by the Illinois Suprene Court in People ex Rel.
Klinger v. Howett, 50 IIlI. 2d 242 (1972), Continental
I linois National Bank and Trust Co. v. Zagel, 78 Ill. 2d 387
(1979), People ex Rel. Cty of Canton v. Crouch, 79 Ill. 2d
356 (1980), and County of Kane v. Carlson, 116 1IIll. 2d 186
(1987), that gubernatorial action be consistent with the
fundanental purposes and the intent of the bill, | hereby
return House Bill 445, entitled "AN ACT in relation to
schools,” with ny specific recommendati ons for change.

House Bill 445 makes it a petty offense for any person to
have al coholic liquor in his or her possession on public
school district property on school days or at events when

children are present. It exenpts possession of alcoholic
[iquor in the original container with the seal unbroken by a
person who is not otherw se | egal ly pr ohi bi t ed from

possessing the alcoholic |liquor, and possession by a person
in or for the performance of a religious service or cerenony
aut hori zed by the school board.

| agree wth the intent of House Bill 445. The bil

applies a petty offense to possession of alcohol by any
person on school property, except under limted
circunstances. The current Liquor Control Act applies a O ass
A m sdeneanor to possession of alcohol by a person under 21.
The <current law s additional el enment of being under 21 years
of age may be enough to avoid the petty offense becomng the
sole penalty for possession of alcohol on school property;
however, to avoid any court fromso interpreting these two
laws | am suggesting a change. Al so, the provision covering
possessi on of al cohol at an event where children are present
was intended to cover only events on school property and |
suggest | anguage to nake that clear.

For these reasons, | return House Bill 445 wth the
foll ow ng recommendati ons for change:

On page 6, line 6, by replacing "Any" with "Except

as otherwise provided in this this Act, any"; and

On page 6, line 8, by inserting "on_ public school

Wth these specific recomendations for change, House
Bill 445 wll have ny approval. | respectfully request vyour
concurrence.

Si ncerely,
s/ GEORGE H. RYAN
Gover nor
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