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1 AMENDMENT TO SENATE BILL 505

2 AMENDMENT NO. . Amend Senate Bill 505 by replacing
3 everything after the enacting clause with the following:

4 "Section 5. The Property Tax Code is amended by changing
5 Sections 15-165, 15-167, 15-168, 15-169, 15-170, 15-172,
6 15-173, 15-175, and 15-180 and by adding Sections 15-162 and
7 15-163 as follows:

8 (35 ILCS 200/15-162 new)

9 Sec. 15-162. Homestead exemptions; definitions.
10 For the purposes of Article 15, the following terms have
11 the following meanings, except as otherwise provided:
12 (a) "Homestead property" means:
13 (1) property that is occupied as a principal dwelling
14 place by 1its owner who 1is liable for the payment of
15 property taxes;

16 (2) a leasehold interest 1in property on which a
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detached single-family residence is situated, which 1is

occupied as a principal dwelling place by a person who has

an ownership interest therein, legal or equitable or as a

lessee, and on which the person is liable for the payment

of property taxes;

(3) a unit in an apartment building owned and operated

as a cooperative, that is occupied as a principal dwelling

place by a person who is liable, by contract with the owner

or owners of record, for paving property taxes on the

property and is an owner of record of a legal or equitable

interest in the cooperative apartment building, other than

a leasehold interest; or

(4) a unit within a building which is a 1life care

facility operated as a cooperative, occupied by a person

who is liable, by contract with the owner or owners of

record, for paying property taxes on the property and is an

owner of record of a legal or equitable interest in the

cooperative apartment building, other than a leasehold

interest.

(b) "Homestead owner" means any of the following:

(1) A person who owns and occupies residential property

as a principal dwelling place and who is liable for the

payment of property taxes as of January 1 of a taxable

year.

(2) A person who possesses a leasehold interest in

property on which a detached single-family residence is
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situated, occupies that detached single-family residence

as a principal dwelling place, has an ownership interest

therein, legal or eqgquitable or as a lessee, and is liable

for the payment of property taxes on that property.

(3) A person who is liable, by contract with the owner

or owners of record, for paying property taxes on a unit in

an apartment building owned and operated as a cooperative,

occupies the unit as a principal dwelling place, and is an

owner of record of a legal or equitable interest in the

cooperative apartment building, other than a leasehold

interest.

(4) A person who is liable, by contract with the owner

or owners of record, for paying property taxes on a unit

within a building which is a life care facility, occupies

the unit as a principal dwelling place, and is an owner of

record of a legal or equitable interest in the cooperative

apartment building, other than a leasehold interest.

(c) "Life care facility" means a facility, as defined under

Section 2 of the ILife Care Facilities Act, with which the

homestead owner has a life care contract as defined in that

Act.

(d) "State-licensed care facility" means a facility

licensed under the Assisted Living and Shared Housing Act, the

Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health

Rehabilitation Act of 2013, or the ID/DD Community Care Act.

(e) "Veterans care facility" means a facility operated by
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the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

(35 ILCS 200/15-163 new)

Sec. 15-163. Homestead exemptions; general provisions.

(a) Unless otherwise provided, an initial application for

any homestead exemption must be made to the Chief County

Assessment Officer during the application period in effect for

the county in which the property is located. The Chief County

Assessment Officer may determine the eligibility of

residential property to receive the homestead exemption by

application, visual inspection, gquestionnaire, or other

reasonable methods. The determination must be made in

accordance with guidelines established by the Department.

(b) Unless otherwise provided, a county board may, by

resolution, provide that 1if a person has been granted a

homestead exemption, the person qualifying need not reapply for

the exemption.

(c) In counties with fewer than 3,000,000 inhabitants, if

the Chief County Assessment Officer requires an annual

application for verification of eligibility for a homestead

exemption, the application shall be mailed to the taxpaver.

(d) If a homestead exemption is granted to a property that

is operated as a cooperative or as a life care facility

operated as a cooperative, the cooperative association or

management firm shall credit the savings resulting from the

exemption to the apportioned tax liability of the homestead
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owner. The Chief County Assessment Officer may request

reasonable proof that the association or firm has properly

credited the exemption. A person who willfully refuses to

credit an exemption to the qualified person is quilty of a

Class B misdemeanor.

(e) In counties with fewer than 3,000,000 inhabitants, the

Chief County Assessment Officer shall provide to each person

granted a homestead exemption under Sections 15-168, 15-169,

15-170, and 15-172 a form to designate any other person to

receive a duplicate of any notice of delinguency in the payment

of taxes assessed and levied under this Code on the person's

qualifying property. The duplicate notice shall be in addition

to the notice regquired to be provided to the person receiving

the exemption and shall be given in the manner required by this

Code. The person filing the request for the duplicate notice

shall pay an administrative fee of $5 to the Chief County

Assessment Officer. The Chief County Assessment Officer shall

then file the executed designation with the county collector,

who shall issue the duplicate notices as indicated by the

designation. A designation may be rescinded by the person in

the manner required by the Chief County Assessment Officer.

(f) The Chief County Assessment Officer may, when

considering whether to grant an exemption based on a homestead

owner's eligibility pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (b)

of Section 15-162, require the following conditions to be met:

(1) that a notarized application for the exemption,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

09900SB0505sam001 -6- LRB099 03048 HLH 34176 a

signed by both the owner and the lessee of the property,

must be submitted each vear during the application period

in effect for the county in which the property is located;

(2) that a copy of the lease must be filed with the

Chief County Assessment Officer by the owner of the

property at the time the notarized application is

submitted;

(3) that the lease must expressly state that the lessee

is liable for the payment of property taxes; and

(4) that the lease must include the following language

in substantially the following form: "Lessee shall be

liable for the payment of real estate taxes with respect to

the residence in accordance with the terms and conditions

of Section 15-162(b) (2) of the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS

200/15-162 (b) (2)) . The permanent real estate index number

for the premises is (insert number), and, according to the

most recent property tax bill, the current amount of real

estate taxes associated with the premises is (insert

amount) per vear. The parties agree that the monthly rent

set forth above shall be increased or decreased pro rata

(effective January 1 of each calendar year) to reflect any

increase or decrease in real estate taxes. Lessee shall be

deemed to be satisfying Lessee's liability for the above

mentioned real estate taxes with the monthly rent payments

as set forth above (or increased or decreased as set forth

herein) .".
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In addition, if there is a change 1in lessee, or if the

lessee vacates the property, then the Chief County Assessment

Officer may require the owner of the property to notify the

Chief County Assessment Officer of that change.

This subsection (f) does not apply to leasehold interests

in property owned by a municipality.

(g) When a homestead exemption has been granted under this

Article 15 and the person gqualifying subsequently becomes a

resident of a State-licensed care facility or veterans care

facility, the exemption shall continue so long as the residence

continues to be occupied by the qualifying person's spouse, or

if the residence remains unoccupied but is still owned by the

person qualified for the homestead exemption.

(h) Any taxpayer whose application for a homestead

exemption is denied by the Chief County Assessment Officer may

appeal that denial to the county board of review. The decision

of the board of review shall be final.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision, if a property is

transferred or otherwise ceases to be homestead property after

the first date of eligibility within a taxable vyear, the

exemption shall remain with the property until the end of that

taxable year.

(35 ILCS 200/15-165)

Sec. 15-165. Disabled veterans adapted housing homestead

exemption.
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(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

the definitions found in Section 15-162:

"Charitable organization" means any benevolent,

philanthropic, patriotic, or eleemosynary entity that solicits

and collects funds for charitable purposes and includes each

local, county, or area division of that charitable

organization.

"Disabled veteran" means a person who has served in the

Armed Forces of the United States and whose disability is of

such a nature that the Federal Government has authorized

payment for purchase or construction of Specially Adapted

Housing as set forth in the United States Code, Title 38,

Chapter 21, Section 2101.

"Eligible homestead property" means homestead property

that is occupied by a homestead owner who is Preperty—dp—to—an

disabled veteran, or the spouse or unmarried surviving spouse

of the disabled veteran—as—aheme;—is—exempt—As—used—3n—this
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"Unmarried surviving spouse" means the surviving spouse of

the veteran at any time after the death of the veteran during
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which such surviving spouse is not married.

(b) Eligibility. The exemption under this Section applies

to eligible homestead property up to an assessed value of

$100,000.

The exemption applies to housing where Federal funds have
been used to purchase or construct special adaptations to suit
the veteran's disability.

The exemption also applies to housing that is specially
adapted to suit the veteran's disability, and purchased
entirely or in part by the proceeds of a sale, casualty loss
reimbursement, or other transfer of a home for which the
Federal Government had previously authorized payment for
purchase or construction as Specially Adapted Housing.

However, the entire proceeds of the sale, casualty loss
reimbursement, or other transfer of that housing shall be
applied to the acquisition of subsequent specially adapted
housing to the extent that the proceeds equal the purchase
price of the subsequently acquired housing.

Beginning with the 2015 tax year, the exemption also
applies to housing that is specifically constructed or adapted
to suit a qualifying veteran's disability if the housing or
adaptations are donated by a charitable organization, the
veteran has been approved to receive funds for the purchase or
construction of Specially Adapted Housing under Title 38,
Chapter 21, Section 2101 of the United States Code, and the

home has been inspected and certified by a licensed home
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inspector to be in compliance with applicable standards set
forth in U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Benefits
Administration Pamphlet 26-13 Handbook for Design of Specially
Adapted Housing.

(c) Amount. Eligible homestead property up to an assessed

value of $100,000 is exempt.
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(d) Additional provisions. This exemption must Dbe

reestablished on an annual basis by certification from the
Illinois Department of Veterans' Affairs to the Department,
which shall forward a copy of the certification to local
assessing officials.

(e) A taxpayer who claims an exemption under Section 15-168
or 15-169 may not claim an exemption under this Section.

(Source: P.A. 98-1145, eff. 12-30-14.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-167)

Sec. 15-167. Returning Veterans' Homestead Exemption.
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Seetions "veteran" means an Illinois resident who has served as

19

a member of the

a member of the United States Armed Forces,

20

or a member of the United States

Illinois National Guard,

21

Reserve Forces.

22

granted for

A homestead exemption is

Eligibility.

(b)

23

homestead property that is occupied by a homestead owner who is

24

a veteran returning from an armed conflict involving the armed

25

forces of the United States.

26
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(b-5) Amount. In all counties, the reduction is $5,000 for

the taxable year in which the veteran returns from active duty
in an armed conflict involving the armed forces of the United
States; however, 1if the veteran first acquires his or her
principal residence during the taxable year in which he or she
returns, but after January 1 of that year, and if the property
is owned and occupied by the veteran as a principal residence
on January 1 of the next taxable year, he or she may apply the
exemption for the next taxable year, and only the next taxable
year, after he or she returns. Beginning in taxable year 2010,
the reduction shall also be allowed for the taxable year after
the taxable year in which the veteran returns from active duty
in an armed conflict involving the armed forces of the United
States. For land improved with an apartment building owned and
operated as a cooperative, the maximum reduction from the value
of the property, as equalized by the Department, must be
multiplied by the number of apartments or units occupied by a
veteran returning from an armed conflict involving the armed
forces of the United States who is liable, by contract with the
owner or owners of record, for paying property taxes on the

property and is an owner of record of a legal or equitable

interest in the cooperative apartment building, other than a

leasehold interest. In—a—cooperative—where—a —homestead
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this

exemption under

(d) Additional provisions. The

12

exemption

homestead

addition to any other

in

is

Section

13

Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8

provided in this Article 15.

14

no reimbursement by the State 1is

of the State Mandates Act,

15

required for the implementation of any mandate created by this

16

Section.

17

.
4

96-1418, eff. 8-2-10

.
4

: P.A. 96-1288, eff. 7-26-10

(Source

18

eff. 8-12-11.)

97-333,

19

(35 ILCS 200/15-168)

20

15-168. Disabled persons' homestead exemption.

Sec.

21

Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

(a)

22

found in Section 15-162, "disabled person"

the definitions

23

means a person unable to engage in any substantial gainful

24

activity by reason of a medically determinable physical or

25




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

09900SB0505sam001 -14- LRB099 03048 HLH 34176 a

mental impairment which can be expected to result in death or

has lasted or can be expected to last for a continuous period

of not less than 12 months. Disabled persons filing claims

under this Section shall submit proof of disability in such

form and manner as the Department shall by rule and regulation

prescribe. Any one or more of the following shall constitute

proof of disability for purposes of this Act:

(1) proof that a claimant is eligible to receive

disability benefits under the federal Social Security Act;

(2) issuance of an Illinois Person with a Disability

Identification Card stating that the claimant is under a

Class 2 or 2A disability, as defined in Section 4A of the

Illinois Identification Card Act; or

(3) a disabled person not covered under the federal

Social Security Act and not presenting an Illinois Person

with a Disability Identification Card stating that the

claimant 1is under a Class 2 or 2A disability shall be

examined by a physician licensed to practice in the State

of Tllinois, and his status as a disabled person shall be

determined using the same standards as used by the Social

Security Administration. The costs of any required

examination shall be borne by the claimant.

(b) Eligibility. An BReginming—with taxable —rear 2007——ar

annual homestead exemption is granted to homestead property

occupied by homestead owners who are also disabled persons iw
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(e) Additional provisions. A taxpayer who claims an

exemption under Section 15-165 or 15-169 may not claim an
exemption under this Section.
(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813,

eff. 7-13-12; 97-1064, eff. 1-1-13; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-169)
Sec. 15-1609. Disabled veterans standard homestead
exemption.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

the definitions found in Section 15-162:

"Qualified residence" means homestead property, but less

any portion of that property that is used for commercial

purposes, with an eqgqualized assessed value of less than

$250,000. Property rented for more than 6 months is presumed to

be used for commercial purposes.

"Veteran" means an Illinoils resident who has served as a

member of the United States Armed Forces on active duty or

State active duty, a member of the Illinois National Guard, or

a member of the United States Reserve Forces and who has

received an honorable discharge.

(a-5) Eligibility. An Beegimping—with—tasable—year—200+—an

annual homestead exemption, limited to the amounts set forth in
subsection (b), is granted for homestead property that is used

as a qualified residence by a homestead owner who is a disabled

veteran.
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to the benefit of the veteran's surviving spouse as long as
the spouse holds the legal or beneficial title to the
homestead, permanently resides thereon, and does not
remarry. If the surviving spouse sells the property, an
exemption not to exceed the amount granted from the most
recent ad valorem tax roll may be transferred to his or her
new residence as long as it is used as his or her primary

residence and he or she does not remarry.

QNPT ] n ah 1] ool + 1 zot EPSENEN + sz ox 15 £ Al For =
OO UL UL [0 W N & np J_C\iu_LJ_C CIIT vo U oL Al ja 11V T \.iu(.«L_LLJ__L A8 LU L

b+ a1 Mt o n b f o A + 1 2 £ + 1 xz ot BN NE NI S o lea 1 1 =
A\ L Uy @ i B i AL W CIil \_zllltJL_,_LUJ.J. Ly N S N A\ ANy @ Ny wp i J S Il —C oL dll WLl o JL) W S S S AW
ir—thetineof duty-

taxable—year 200+ —and—thereafter—- A taxpayer who claims an
exemption under Section 15-165 or 15-168 may not claim an
exemption under this Section.

(3) +e¥> Each taxpayer who has been granted an exemption
under this Section must reapply on an annual basis.
Application must be made during the application period in
effect for the county of his or her residence.

(c=1) Beginning with taxable vyear 2015, nothing in this

Section shall require the veteran to have qualified for or

obtained the exemption before death if the veteran was killed

in the line of duty. Fhe—assesser—er—echiefecounty assessment

£
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97-333, eff. 8-12-11; 98-1145, eff.

: P.A.

(Source

16

(35 ILCS 200/15-170)

17

15-170. Senior Citizens Homestead Exemption.

Sec.

18

The definitions found 1n Section 15-162

Definitions.

(a)

19

shall apply to this Section.

20

An annual homestead exemption limited,

Eligibility.

(b)

21

except as described here with relation to cooperatives or life

22

to a maximum reduction set forth below from

care facilities,

23

the property's value, as equalized or assessed by the

24

is granted for homestead property that is occupied

Department,

25
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the maximum reduction is $4,000 in all counties.

18

the maximum reduction 1s $5,000 in counties with

year 2012,

19

3,000,000 or more inhabitants and $4,000 in all other counties.

20

the maximum reduction is

For taxable years 2013 and thereafter,

21

$5,000 in all counties.

22

For land improved with an apartment building owned and

23

the maximum reduction from the value

operated as a cooperative,

24

shall be

equalized by the Department,

as

of the property,

25

multiplied by the number of apartments or units occupied by a
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person 65 years of age or older who is liable, by contract with
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for paying property taxes on the

the owner or owners of record,
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property and is an owner of record of a legal or equitable

interest in the cooperative apartment building, other than a
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(1) In counties with 3,000,000 or more inhabitants,
beginning in taxable year 2010, each taxpayer who has been
granted an exemption under this Section must reapply on an
annual basis. The chief county assessment officer shall
mail the application to the taxpayer. In counties with less
than 3,000,000 inhabitants, the county board may by
resolution provide that if a person has been granted a
homestead exemption under this Section, the ©person

qualifying need not reapply for the exemption.

Fr—eeunties—with—Fess—+thar— 080 000—Frhakbitants—FF—Fhe
ooy oo = = ol o £ oot <z oo acrmant £ e PN I RN PN 1
doocCcooUuUl L |\ R R N e buullb_y Ao o T o oIl ITIT |\ S S E ) W J_C\.iuLLCL) ALl TUC L

(2) The assesser—er chief county assessment officer
shall notify each person who qualifies for an exemption
under this Section that the person may also qualify for
deferral of real estate taxes under the Senior Citizens
Real Estate Tax Deferral Act. The notice shall set forth

the qualifications needed for deferral of real estate
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taxes, the address and telephone number of county
collector, and a statement that applications for deferral
of real estate taxes may be obtained from the county
collector.

(3) Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8 of the State
Mandates Act, no reimbursement by the State is required for
the implementation of any mandate created by this Section.

(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-813,
eff. 7-13-12; 98-7, eff. 4-23-13; 98-104, eff. 7-22-13; 98-75¢,

eff. 7-16-14.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-172)
Sec. 15-172. Senior Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead
Exemption.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

the definitions found in Section 15-162: This—Seection—may—be

o A = + 1 (@l PN = 2+ o ooy AP aamanr PLEPN =z at =
- L CTTU Ao CLIIT ~ 11T 1L UL L C L ALCTITO Ao o T ool ITUT LI L O T 4T ITIUVITITC O U T AU
"Applicant" means an individual who has filed an

application under this Section.

"Base amount" means the base year equalized assessed value
of the residence plus the first year's equalized assessed value
of any added improvements which increased the assessed value of
the residence after the base year.

"Base year" means the taxable year prior to the taxable
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year for which the applicant first qualifies and applies for
the exemption provided that in the prior taxable year the
property was improved with a permanent structure that was
occupied as a residence by the applicant who was liable for
paying real property taxes on the property and who was either
(i) an owner of record of the property or had 1legal or
equitable interest in the property as evidenced by a written
instrument or (ii) had a legal or equitable interest as a
lessee 1in the parcel of property that was single family
residence. If in any subsequent taxable year for which the
applicant applies and qualifies for the exemption the equalized
assessed value of the residence is less than the equalized
assessed value in the existing base year (provided that such
equalized assessed value is not based on an assessed value that
results from a temporary irregularity in the property that
reduces the assessed value for one or more taxable years), then
that subsequent taxable year shall become the base year until a
new base year is established under the terms of this paragraph.
For taxable year 1999 only, the Chief County Assessment Officer
shall review (i) all taxable years for which the applicant
applied and qualified for the exemption and (ii) the existing
base year. The assessment officer shall select as the new base
year the year with the lowest equalized assessed value. An
equalized assessed value that is based on an assessed value
that results from a temporary irregularity in the property that

reduces the assessed value for one or more taxable years shall
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not be considered the lowest equalized assessed value. The
selected year shall be the base year for taxable year 1999 and
thereafter until a new base year is established under the terms

of this paragraph.
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"Equalized assessed value" means the assessed value as
equalized by the Illinois Department of Revenue.

"Household" means the applicant, the spouse of the
applicant, and all persons using the residence of the applicant
as their principal place of residence.

"Household income" means the combined income of the members
of a household for the calendar year preceding the taxable
year.

"Income" has the same meaning as provided in Section 3.07
of the Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons Property Tax Relief
Act, except that, beginning in assessment year 2001, "income"
does not include veteran's benefits.

"Internal Revenue Code of 1986" means the United States
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or any successor law or laws
relating to federal income taxes 1in effect for the vyear

preceding the taxable year.
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"Maximum income limitation"™ means $55,000.~

(D) SA40 ANN 2 + s bl 5 ra 1000 +h ol DAND o
Z 7 TUy; UUU LTIt CcoxXTtioT A ZAST S cCIIrroagiT Zouoy
(2 SAE NANAN = + o bl 5 o DNNA ol DANE o
o ¥ To97 UUU LTIt CcOoxXTtioT yoorS TUUT CIrr OOgTT \vAvEw

(B <l = A YA VAN N .| 5z = _20N0 ad 1 oo £+ =
\/ VI YUY L 11l CAUaAUr L _YC(A.J_ \YAvaw} Al CIITC L TAL UTCT L .
"Residence" means the ©principal dwelling place and

appurtenant structures used for residential purposes in this
State occupied on January 1 of the taxable year by a household
and so much of the surrounding land, constituting the parcel
upon which the dwelling place is situated, as is used for
residential purposes. If the Chief County Assessment Officer
has established a specific legal description for a portion of
property constituting the residence, then that portion of
property shall be deemed the residence for the purposes of this
Section.

"Taxable year" means the calendar year during which ad
valorem property taxes payable in the next succeeding year are
levied.

(b) Eligibility. A +He)—PBeginning—in—toxablte—vyear—39%4——=

senior citizens assessment freeze homestead exemption 1is

granted for homestead ¥eadt property that is impreved—with—=

permanent——sEryeture—that—3s occuplied as—a—residernee Dby a
homestead owner am—apptieant who (i) 1is 65 years of age or

older by December 31 of euwrimg the taxable year and + (ii) has

a household income that does not exceed the maximum income
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under this Section has been granted,
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the prior year.
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the County Clerk, the Board of Review erBeard—efAppeats shall

give to the County Clerk a list of the assessed values of
improvements on each parcel qualifying for this exemption that
were added after the base year for this parcel and that
increased the assessed value of the property.

In the case of land improved with an apartment building
owned and operated as a cooperative or a building that is a
life care facility that qualifies as a cooperative, the maximum
reduction from the equalized assessed value of the property is
limited to the sum of the reductions calculated for each unit
occupied as a residence by a person or persons (i) 65 years of
age or older, (ii) with a household income that does not exceed
the maximum income limitation, (iii) who is liable, by contract
with the owner or owners of record, for paying real property
taxes on the property, and (iv) who is an owner of record of a

legal or equitable interest 1n the cooperative apartment
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(d) Additional provisions.

(1) When Begimming—danvary—++—+99+—whern an individual
dies who would have qualified for an exemption under this
Section, and the surviving spouse does not independently
qualify for this exemption because of age, the exemption
under this Section shall be granted to the surviving spouse
for the taxable year preceding and the taxable year of the
death, provided that, except for age, the surviving spouse
meets all other qualifications for the granting of this
exemption for those years.

(2) When married persons maintain separate residences,
the exemption provided for in this Section may be claimed

by only one of such persons and for only one residence.

Foxr + 11 3z = 1004 nlxz EREN aoint o o boxza oy 7 == ESSNENEPN
T—OT caoxToioTC—yCoor T T Oy T COoTrrcTr S STV TItg Eawreye) CIIcit
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(3) In counties having 3,000,000 or more inhabitants,
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for—taxabte—vear 1994 and ol subseguent—tatable—years+ to
receive the exemption, a person may submit an application
to the Chief County Assessment Officer of the county in
which the property is located during such period as may be
specified by the Chief County Assessment Officer.

(4) The Chief County Assessment Officer in counties of
3,000,000 or more inhabitants shall annually give notice of
the application period by mail or by publication.

(5) In counties having less than 3,000,000

inhabitants, begiapiag—with—tasabt rear—3005——and

rereaftery to receive the exemption, a person shall submit
an application by July 1 of each taxable year to the Chief
County Assessment Officer of the county in which the
property is located.

(6) A county may, by ordinance, establish a date for
submission of applications that is different than July 1.

(7) The applicant shall submit with the application an
affidavit of the applicant's total household income, age,
marital status (and if married the name and address of the
applicant's spouse, if known), and principal dwelling
place of members of the household on January 1 of the
taxable year.

(8) The Department shall establish, by rule, a method
for wverifying the accuracy of affidavits filed by
applicants under this Section, and the Chief County

Assessment Officer may conduct audits of any taxpayer



LRB099 03048 HLH 34176 a

_37_

09900SB0505sam001

claiming an exemption under this Section to verify that the

taxpayer is eligible to receive the exemption.

Each application shall contain or be verified by a

(9)

notarized writtrern declaration that it is made under the

A taxpayer's signing a fraudulent

penalties of perjury.

Act 1is perjury, as defined in

this

application under

Section 32-2 of the Criminal Code of 2012.

clearly marked as

shall be

applications

The

Assessment Freeze

for the Senior Citizens

applications

Homestead Exemption and must contain a notice that any

10

taxpayer who receives the exemption is subject to an audit

11

by the Chief County Assessment Officer.
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provisions of this Section, shall be confidential, except
for official purposes or pursuant to official procedures
for collection of any State or local tax or enforcement of
any civil or criminal penalty or sanction imposed by this
Act or by any statute or ordinance imposing a State or
local tax. Any person who divulges any such information in
any manner, except in accordance with a proper Jjudicial
order, is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(12) Nothing contained in this Section shall prevent
the Director or chief county assessment officer from
publishing or making available reasonable statistics
concerning the operation of the exemption contained in this
Section in which the contents of claims are grouped into
aggregates in such a way that information contained in any
individual claim shall not be disclosed.

(13) 48> Each Chief County Assessment Officer shall
annually publish a notice of availability of the exemption
provided under this Section. The notice shall be published
at least 60 days but no more than 75 days prior to the date
on which the application must be submitted to the Chief
County Assessment Officer of the county in which the
property is located. The notice shall appear in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county.

(14) Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8 of the State

Mandates Act, no reimbursement by the State is required for

the implementation of any mandate created by this Section.
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(Source: P.A. 97-38, eff. 6-28-11; 97-227, eff. 1-1-12; 97-689,
eff. 6-14-12; 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 097-1150, eff. 1-25-13;

98-104, eff. 7-22-13.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-173)

Sec. 15-173. Natural Disaster Homestead Exemption.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to
the definitions found in Section 15-162: Fhis—Seection—may—be
eﬁeﬁﬁh@%ﬁ%ﬁeﬁeﬁf@%@aﬁeﬁw : : 0

A=A W= TP NN R R SN~ N R~ QNPT I S-S N
o7 1o goCUO I CcIirro oCCTITOIT.

"Base amount" means the base year equalized assessed value
of the residence.
"Base year" means the taxable year prior to the taxable

year in which the natural disaster occurred.

1 Nk N = P
i A A 1 o

= oo o orn e ££ - "w ™ PN
T coTITrCcy TTOo OO OIICITIC u T

PoWNES
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SN Brovaxtsz o oo o
CIT MPLTOPTTCyYy To ToCTT™

"Equalized assessed value" means the assessed value as

equalized by the Illinois Department of Revenue.

" "

2 O o an 10 iy £ +1 -
T o CtCTTTOT—=To T T

+ ef—ehis—Cceode=

"Natural disaster" means an occurrence of widespread or
severe damage or loss of ©property resulting from any
catastrophic cause including but not limited to fire, flood,
earthquake, wind, storm, or extended period of severe inclement

weather. In the case of a residential structure affected by
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flooding, the structure shall not be eligible for this
homestead improvement exemption unless it is located within a
local jurisdiction which is participating in the National Flood
Insurance Program. A proclamation of disaster by the President
of the United States or Governor of the State of Illinois is
not a prerequisite to the classification of an occurrence as a
natural disaster under this Section.

(b) Eligibility. 4e) A homestead exemption shall be granted

by the chief county assessment officer for homestead properties
containing a residential structure that has been rebuilt
following a natural disaster occurring in taxable year 2012 or
any taxable year thereafter.

(c) Amount. The amount of the exemption is the equalized

assessed value of the residence in the first taxable year for
which the taxpayer applies for an exemption under this Section
minus the base amount. To be eligible for an exemption under
this Section: (i) the residential structure must be rebuilt
within 2 years after the date of the natural disaster; and (ii)
the square footage of the rebuilt residential structure may not
be more than 110% of the square footage of the original
residential structure as it existed immediately prior to the
natural disaster. The taxpayer's initial application for an
exemption under this Section must be made no later than the
first taxable year after the residential structure is rebuilt.
The exemption shall continue at the same annual amount until

the taxable year in which the property is sold or transferred.
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(d) Additional provisions.

(1) To receive the exemption, the taxpayer shall submit
an application to the chief county assessment officer of
the county in which the property is located by July 1 of
each taxable year. A county may, by resolution, establish a

date for submission of applications that is different than

J l l Tl ol o £ PSP-CEE-E X oo oot £~ ot rooria o oo
u y . TIIC |\ s g W my cOoTITCTy TTo o CoOOIICITC O CTT et y SRS o g mm

The applications shall be clearly marked as applications

for the Natural Disaster Homestead Exemption.

(2) +ey Property is not eligible for an exemption under
this Section and Section 15-180 for the same natural
disaster or catastrophic event. The property may, however,
remain eligible for an additional exemption under Section
15-180 for any separate event occurring after the property
qualified for an exemption under this Section.

(3) 4 The exemption under this Section carries over
to the benefit of the surviving spouse as long as the
spouse holds the legal or beneficial title to the homestead
and permanently resides thereon.

(4) e Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8 of the State

Mandates Act, no reimbursement by the State is required for

the implementation of any mandate created by this Section.

(Source: P.A. 97-716, eff. 6-29-12.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-175)
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Sec. 15-175. General homestead exemption.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

the definitions found in Section 15-162:

"Household", as used in this Section, means the owner, the

spouse of the owner, and all persons using the residence of the

owner as their principal place of residence.

"Household income", as used in this Section, means the

combined income of the members of a household for the calendar

vear preceding the taxable vyear.

"Income", as used in this Section, has the same meaning as

provided in Section 3.07 of the Senior Citizens and Disabled

Persons Property Tax Relief Act, except that "income" does not

include veteran's benefits.

(b) Eligibility. Except as provided in Sections 15-176 and

15-177, homestead property is entitled to an annual homestead
exemption limited, except as described here with relation to
cooperatives, to a reduction in the equalized assessed value of
homestead property equal to the increase in equalized assessed
value for the current assessment year above the equalized
assessed value of the property for 1977, up to the maximum
reduction set forth below. If however, the 1977 equalized
assessed value upon which taxes were paid 1is subsequently
determined by local assessing officials, the Property Tax
Appeal Board, or a court to have been excessive, the equalized
assessed value which should have been placed on the property

for 1977 shall Dbe used to determine the amount of the
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exemption.

(c) Amount. -

(1) Except as provided in SeetienI5—376—themassimum

redoetios—before tasable srenye 20634 oheald e <4500 -p
at—eother—ceounties—Fxeept—as—Pprovided—3#n Sections 15-176
and 15-177, Ffer—taxable—years—2084—+through—2007—=Fhe

4 4 4

the—masaimum—reduetion—3+5—$5-500+—and+ for taxable years
2009 through 2011, the maximum reduction is $6,000 in all
counties. For taxable years 2012 and thereafter, the
maximum reduction is $7,000 in counties with 3,000,000 or
more 1inhabitants and $6,000 in all other counties. If a
county has elected to subject itself to the provisions of
Section 15-176 as provided in subsection (k) of that
Section, then, for the first taxable year only after the
provisions of Section 15-176 no longer apply, for owners
who, for the taxable year, have not been granted a senior
citizens assessment freeze homestead exemption under
Section 15-172 or a long-time occupant homestead exemption
under Section 15-177, there shall be an additional
exemption of $5,000 for owners with a household income of
$30,000 or less.

(2) 4> In counties with fewer than 3,000,000
inhabitants, if, based on the most recent assessment, the

equalized assessed value of the homestead property for the
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current assessment year 1s greater than the equalized
assessed value of the property for 1977, the owner of the
property shall automatically receive the exemption granted
under this Section in an amount equal to the increase over
the 1977 assessment up to the maximum reduction set forth
in this Section.
(d) Additional provisions.

(1) If in any assessment year begianing—with—the—20600
asSessmert—year, homestead property has a pro-rata

valuation under Section 9-180 resulting in an increase in
the assessed valuation, a reduction in equalized assessed
valuation equal to the increase in equalized assessed value
of the property for the year of the pro-rata wvaluation
above the equalized assessed value of the property for 1977
shall be applied to the property on a proportionate basis
for the period the property qualified as homestead property
during the assessment vyear. The maximum proportionate
homestead exemption shall not exceed the maximum homestead
exemption allowed in the county under this Section divided
by 365 and multiplied by the number of days the property

qualified as homestead property.
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> Where married persons maintain and reside in

2)

18

each

separate residences qualifying as homestead property,

19

of the total reduction in

o)
°

residence shall receive 50

20

equalized assessed valuation provided by this Section.

21

elected to Dbe

which have

counties

) In all

22

subject to the provisions of section 15-176 as provided in

23

of that Section,

(k)

subsection
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applying for an additional general exemption under this
Section shall submit to the chief county assessment officer
an application with an affidavit of the applicant's total
household income, age, marital status (and, if married, the
name and address of the applicant's spouse, if known), and
principal dwelling place of members of the household on
January 1 of the taxable year. The Department shall issue
guidelines establishing a method for verifying the
accuracy of the affidavits filed by applicants under this
paragraph. The applications shall be clearly marked as
applications for the Additional General Homestead

Exemption.

(=) T oo o P
v/ T COoOulrcrco WL

dt
oy

ot oo o
\4 1I1C L (&9 [ & Ry ) wy L LTIUUITICG O

(4) 4= Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8 of the State

Mandates Act, no reimbursement by the State is required for

the implementation of any mandate created by this Section.
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(Source: P.A. 97-689, eff. 6-14-12; 097-1125, eff. 8-28-12;

98-7, eff. 4-23-13; 98-463, eff. 8-16-13.)

(35 ILCS 200/15-180)

Sec. 15-180. Homestead improvement exemption imprevements.

(a) Definitions. As used in this Section, in addition to

the definitions found in Section 15-162, a "catastrophic event"

may include an occurrence of widespread or severe damage or

loss of property resulting from any catastrophic cause

including but not limited to fire, including arson (provided

the fire was not caused by the willful action of an owner or

resident of the property), flood, earthqguake, wind, storm,

explosion, or extended periods of severe inclement weather. In

the case of a residential structure affected by flooding, the

structure shall not be eligible for this homestead improvement

exemption unless it is located within a local Jjurisdiction

which is participating in the National Flood Insurance Program.

A proclamation of disaster by the President of the United

States or Governor of the State of 1Illinois 1is not a

prerequisite to the <classification of an occurrence as a

catastrophic event under this Section.

(b) FEligibility. Homestead properties that have been

improved and residential structures on homestead property that

have been rebuilt following a catastrophic event are entitled

to a homestead improvement exemption, Hmited—+teo—$30-000—per
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air—eash—vatver when that property is owned by

a homestead owner and used exclusively for a residential

purpose and upon demonstration that a proposed increase in
assessed value is attributable solely to a new improvement of
an existing structure or the rebuilding of a residential
structure following a catastrophic event. To be eligible for an
exemption under this Section after a catastrophic event, the
residential structure must be rebuilt within 2 years after the
catastrophic event. The exemption for rebuilt structures under
this Section applies to the increase in value of the rebuilt
structure over the wvalue of the structure Dbefore the
catastrophic event.

(c) Amount. The amount of the exemption shall be limited to

the fair cash value added by the new improvement or rebuilding
and shall continue for 4 years from the date the improvement or
rebuilding 1is completed and occupied, or wuntil the next
following general assessment of that property, whichever is

later. The exemption is limited to $75,000 per vyear for that

homestead property in fair cash value.
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(d) Additional provisions.

(1) In counties of less than 3,000,000 inhabitants, in
addition to the notice requirement under Section 12-30, a
supervisor of assessments, county assessor, or township or
multi-township assessor responsible for adding an
assessable improvement to a residential property's
assessment shall either notify a taxpayer whose assessment
has been changed since the last preceding assessment that
he or she may be eligible for the exemption provided under

this Section or shall grant the exemption automatically.

(2) In Beeginning—January—3+—3999—3n counties of

3,000,000 or more inhabitants, an application for a
homestead improvement exemption for a residential
structure that has been rebuilt following a catastrophic
event must be submitted to the Chief County Assessment
Officer with a wvaluation complaint and a copy of the

building permit to rebuild the structure. The Chief County
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Assessment Officer may require additional documentation
which must be provided by the applicant.

(3) Notwithstanding Sections 6 and 8 of the State
Mandates Act, no reimbursement by the State is required for
the implementation of any mandate created by this Section.

(Source: P.A. 93-715, eff. 7-12-04.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect January

1, 201e.".



