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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The school children of the State of Illinois

represent the future of this State; and

WHEREAS, The single greatest influence on the future
success of Illinois is the quality of education received by

the State's children; and

VWHEREAS, A stated goal of the State Board of Education is
to provide advocacy and | eadership for adequate and equitable

funding of Illinois public schools; and

WHEREAS, Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of
2001, schools nust show that all children are | earning by the
year 2014 and all children nust neet State |earning standards

and achieve at high levels; and

VWHEREAS, I|f the State does not conply with the nmandates
inposed by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, then the

State may | ose federal education funding; and

WHEREAS, The anount of per pupil spending in Illinois
varies greatly and ranges fromless than $4,000 to nore than

$15, 000; and

WHEREAS, Property tax rates levied for educat i onal
purposes in Illinois vary greatly, fromless than 1.00%to

over 8.00% for schools; and

WHEREAS, Average school teacher salaries range from |ess

t han $24, 000 to nore than $83, 000; and

VWHEREAS, Al nost 80% of school districts are currently or
wll in the near future be unable to balance their annua
budget to support necessary prograns and will be forced to

deficit spend; and

WHEREAS, IIllinois ranks 34th anong all states in the
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Union in total State and | ocal tax burden as a percentage of

personal incone; and

WHEREAS, I[Illinois ranks 48th anong all states in the
Union in the share of school funding provided by the State;

and

WHEREAS, I[Illinois ranks 49th anong all states in the
Union in the difference in revenue per student between the

State's highest and | owest poverty districts; and

VWHEREAS, Section 1 of Article X of t he I1linois
Constitution st at es, "The State shall provide for an

efficient system of hi gh qual ity public educat i onal

institutions and services."; and
VHEREAS, Section 1 of Article X of the Illinois
Constitution further states, "The State has the primary

responsibility for fi nanci ng t he system  of public

education."; and

VWHEREAS, Only about 39% of funding in fiscal year 2002

for public schools cane fromthe State; and

VWHEREAS, The State and federal governnents have created
education standards and benchmarks for adequate academ c

progress; and

VWHEREAS, The decision by the First District Appellate

Court of Illinois in the last significant court case in
I11inois regar di ng educati on f undi ng, Comm ttee for
Educational R ghts v. Edgar, 267 Ill. App. 3d 18 (1994), held
that (i) Article X of the 1Illinois Constitution did not

require equal educational benefits and opportunities anong
school districts and (ii) it was not a violation of the equal
protection clause that students in poorer districts did not
receive identical educational services to those in wealthier

districts; and


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


g »» W N P

© 00 ~N O

10

11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29

30
31

- 3- LRBO93 11364 NHT 13593 r

WHEREAS, According to this court decision, "the conpl aint
[did] not allege that the education of fered in t he
plaintiffs' school districts [fell] below [the State Board of
Education's] m nimum standards, or that the plaintiffs [were]

being denied a mninmally adequate education"; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois Education Funding Advi sory Board
was created by the General Assenbly in 1997 and charged wth
the task of making recomendations to the General Assenbly
for foundation and supplenental general State aid funding

| evel s; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois Education Funding Advi sory Board
has recommended that the foundation | evel be set at $5,665 to

"assure adequate funding"; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we respectfully
request that the Attorney General of the State of Illinois
provi de an opinion interpreting Section 1 of Article X of the

[Ilinois Constitution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Attorney General include, as part of
this opinion, a determnation as to whether Section 1 of
Article X of the Illinois Constitution requires the State to
devel op a system of public school funding that provides every
public school student with access to a mninally adequate

education; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Attorney General include, as part of
this opinion, a determnation as to whether or not the
current system of public school funding provides every public
school student access to a mninmally adequate education; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That we respectfully request that the Attorney

Ceneral submt this opinion to the nenbers of the Senate on
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before May 30, 2003; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of

this

resol uti on

of the State of Illinois.

be
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