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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nmenbers of +the Senate of the State of
I1linois were saddened to |learn of the death of Janes Wesl ey

DeShi el ds on Saturday, February 15, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M. DeShields was born on October 2, 1915 to
Frank Berlin DeShields and Burl eanna Amanda Jones; he was the
youngest of three boys and five girls; he attended and
graduated fromthe Garfield El ementary School and the Lincoln

Juni or and Seni or Hi gh School s; and

VWHEREAS, M. DeShields attended the Uni versity of
I1linois and graduated with a bachel or's degree in education;
he was initiated into Kappa Al pha Psi Fraternity, Inc. in
1944; he served his country as a Private First CQass in the

United States Arny and was honorably di scharged; and

VWHEREAS, M. DeShields married Nancy Fern Boyd on August
7, 1941 in Danville; he taught school from 1947 to 1965 at
Carver School on "The HII" and |ater taught in the Project
Conquest Reading ProgramTitle 1 Project as a nonitoring
teacher under the direction of Ms. Bettye Spann; he retired

in June of 1981 after 34 years of service; and

VWHEREAS, M. DeShields was a nenber of St. Paul Bapti st
Church for over 50 years; he served as a trustee for the Star
Church Aid Society as well as treasurer of finance, and he
was the organizer and chairman of the Benevolent Fund
Committee for many years; he served as superintendent of the
Church Sunday School from 1965 through 1985, and when he

retired was naned Superintendent Eneritus; and

WHEREAS, M. DeShields wll be renenbered as a man who
loved God and reflected that love in the way he lived his
life; his passing has been deeply felt by all who knew him

especially his wfe, Nancy Fern; his daughter, Joyce (Cene)
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DeShi el ds- Mbore; his grandchildren, Monica Sykes, Candace
Dunl ap, Kerri Stewart, Christina Mullins, and Janmes Ml li ns;
hi s great - grandchi | dr en, Bri anna, Arielle, Chri sti an,
Barrington, Lena, and Derrius; and his host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends, and his church famly; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that together with his
famly, friends, and all who knew and | oved him we nourn the
passi ng of Janes Wesley DeShields and extend to them our

deepest synpathy; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of James DeShields as a token of our

si ncere condol ences.
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