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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The nenbers of +the Senate of the State of
[Ilinois were saddened to learn of the death of Gerald Onen

Sweeney Sr. of Hinsdale on Friday, January 3, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sweeney was born in Chicago, and at the age
of 7 he and his brother were placed in a children's hone in
Bensenville followng the death of his father; his nother
reunited the famly when he was in mddle school and he
graduated from Senn Hi gh School in Chicago; he attended
DePauw University in Geencastle, Indiana on a Rector

Schol arshi p; and

WHEREAS, M. Sweeney joined the U S. Navy and served as
PT boat captain in the South Pacific during World War I1; in
1945, he married his wife, Betty Ray; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sweeney worked during the day whi | e

conpleting his law degree at night at John Marshall Law

School ; in 1959, he forned Sweeney and R man; he was on the
faculty of the 1Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal
Education and was a former chairman of the Illinois State Bar

Association's Conm ssion on W rker's Conpensation Law, he
argued many cases before the Illinois Appellate and Suprene

courts in workers conpensation proceedi ngs; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sweeney served as the village attorney for
Westnmont in the 1960s; recently, he becanme of counsel wth
Garofalo, Schrieber, Hart and Storm in Chicago; he is
remenbered as al ways being well-prepared, using his intellect
and sense of hunor in handling sonetines difficult
situations; until he was 80, he commuted to downtown Chicago;

he retired in 2000; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sweeney was a nenber of Ruth Lake Country

Club and a past president; he was an avid skier and owned a
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home in Steanboat Springs, Colorado until it was sold two

years ago; and

VWHEREAS, The passing of M. Sweeney has been deeply felt
by many, especially his wife, Betty Ray; his daughters, Susan
McC el |l and and Becky Barton; his sons, Brian and Gerald Jr.;
hi s br ot her, Donal d; hi s 11 grandchildren; and his

great-grandchild; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn the passing
of Gerald Omen Sweeney Sr. and offer our deepest synpathy to
his famly and friends, who fondly renenber himas the

backbone of their famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Gerald Onen Sweeney Sr. with our

si ncerest condol ences.
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