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AN ACT concerning child care, anmending naned Acts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The State Finance Act is anended by addi ng

Section 5.595 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5.595 new)
Sec. 5.595. The Child Care Training and Education Pil ot

Pr ogr am Fund.

Section 10. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anmended by
addi ng Sections 9-14, 9-14.1, 9-14.2, 9-14.3, 9-14.4, 9-14.5,
9-14.6, 9-14.7, 9-14.8, and 9-14.9 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/9-14 new)
Sec. 9-14. Nei ghbors Program fi ndi ngs. The Gener al

Assenbly finds and declares that the State | acks an adequate

nunber of affordable, safe, and reliable child care

facilities, particularly in lowincone neighborhoods, and

needs nore trained child care workers. The General Assenbly

further finds that public aid recipients could becone

enpl oyed as child care workers or becone licensed fanly

child care providers if they had the proper training and

educati on.

The General Assenbly declares that i nplenentation of the

Nei ghbor -t o-Nei ghbor Child Care Traini ng and Education Pil ot

Programwill help public aid recipients begin to attain

self-sufficiency while increasing the supply of trained child

care workers.

(305 ILCS 5/9-14.1 new)
Sec. 9-14.1. Nei ghbors Program definitions. As used in
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Sections 9-14 through 9-14.9:

"Nei ghbors Progrant neans the Nei ghbor-to-Nei ghbor Child

Care Training and Education Pilot Program authorized under

Sections 9-14 through 9-14.9.

"Participant" nmeans a person who is participating in one

of the training and education prograns as part of the

Nei ghbors Program pursuant to a grant awarded under Section

"Pilot site agency" neans a |ocal public or private

communi ty- based agency that is awarded a grant to i npl enent a

trai ni ng and educati on program under Section 9-14. 2.

"Training and education prograni neans a programthat a

pilot site agency operates under a qgrant awarded under

Section 9-14.2 to train participants in the area of child

(305 ILCS 5/9-14. 2 new)
Sec. 9-14. 2. Nei ghbors Progranm proposals; grants.

(a) On or before January 1, 2004, the Departnent of

Human Services shall issue a request for proposals statew de

for training and education prograns that have the features

described in Section 9-14.3. The request for proposal s nust

include, but need not be |limted to, t he fol |l owi ng

conponent s:

(1) A description of the design and purpose of the

trai ni ng and educati on program

(2) A description of howthe pilot site agency wll

recruit and assess participants pursuant to subsection

(d) of Section 9-14. 3.

(3) The type of training prograns, i ncl udi ng

on-the-job training prograns, that the pilot site agency

will provide.

(4) W©Methods for encouraging the wuse of other

comrunity resources for training.
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(5) WMethods for ensuring support for participants

who successfully conplete the training and education

programto be able to seek independent enploynent in

child care.

(6) Methods for providing for the child care needs

of the participants.

(b) A | ocal public or private communi t y- based

organi zation that is interested in beconing a pilot site

agency nust respond to the request for proposals no |ater

than April 1, 2004.

(c) No later than Septenber 1, 2004, the Departnent of

Human Services nust select not nore than 10 pilot site

agenci es |l ocated throughout the State. In selecting the pil ot

site agencies, the Departnent nust consider the criteria set

forth in Section 9-14.3. The Departnent nust award a grant

of not nore than $25,000 to each pil ot site agency sel ected.

(d) Pilot site agencies nust begin their training and

education prograns no |later than 30 days after the date of

the grant award or by Cctober 1, 2004, whichever is |later.

(305 ILCS 5/9-14.3 new)

Sec. 9-14. 3. Nei ghbors Program trai ning and educati on

program f eat ur es.

(a) Training and educati on prograns that denpnstrate the

features described in subsections (b) through (d) ar e

eligible to receive a grant under Section 9-14. 2.

(b) The training and education program nust be desi gned

as a one-year program and a budget for inplenentation of the

program nust be prepared. All owabl e budget expenditures are

limted to the costs of inplementing the training and

educati on program Those costs nmay include, but are not

limted to, the costs of trainers, training nmaterials, and

equi pnent needed to start a day care center, day care hone,

or group day care hone as defined in the Child Care Act of
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(c) The training and education program nust be desi gned

to train and educate participants for jobs in child care or

assist themin securing appropriate State and | ocal |icenses

and pernits to operate a day care center, day care hone, or

group day care hone, including the process for seeking any

|l ocal variances or State waivers that nay be needed to

operate such a child care facility. To the extent

practicable, the training and educati on programnust utilize

community resources, including but not limted to |ocal

agenci es, Departnent of Hunman Services |local offices, or

ot her appropri ate comuni ty gr oups, in recruiting

participants and narketing the training and educati on

(d) The training and education program nust recruit

persons who are 18 vyears of age or older and who are

recipients of one or nore of the following forns of public

aid:

(1) Tenporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

under Article IV of this Code.

(2) Medical assistance under Article V of this

(3) Food stanps.

(305 ILCS 5/9-14. 4 new)

Sec. 9-14.4. Nei ghbor s Pr ogr am no direct cash

assi st ance. In no case may any grant awarded under Section

9-14.2, or any part of such a grant, be used to provide

direct cash assistance to a participant.

(305 I LCS 5/9-14.5 new)
Sec. 9-14. 5. Nei ghbor s Program effect on other

prograns. Nothing in Sections 9-14 through 9-14.9 shall be

construed to waive the requirenents of any other nmandatory
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enpl oynent or trai ni ng program

(305 I LCS 5/9-14.6 new)
Sec. 9-14.6. Nei ghbors Program Departnent duties. The

Departnment of Hunman Services nust do the foll ow ng:

(1) Oversee the admnistration of the Neighbors

(2) Provide technical assistance to the pilot site

(3) Prepare a final report that evaluates the

Nei ghbors Program and file the report with the General

Assenbly no later than January 1, 2006

(305 ILCS 5/9-14.7 new)
Sec. 9-14.7. Nei ghbors Progrant pilot site agency

duti es. Each pilot site agency nust do the foll ow ng:

(1) Train t he participants and nonitor their

progress throughout the <course of the training and

educati on program

(2) Report to the Departnment of Human Services

monthly on the progress of the participants and the

trai ni ng and educati on programli s adherence to its budget.

(3) Prepare a final report and file it wth the

Departnment of Hunman Services no |later than Novenber 1

(305 I LCS 5/9-14.8 new)
Sec. 9-14. 8. Nei ghbors Program fundi ng sources.

(a) The Departnment of Human Services may recei ve

contri butions, grants, services, and in-kind donations from

any public or private entity for the direct or indirect costs

associated with the i npl enentati on of the Nei ghbors Program

(b) Al contributions and grants received by t he

Departnent of Hunman Services under subsection (a) must be
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transnmitted to the State Treasurer, who nust credit those

amounts to the Child Care Training and Education Pil ot

Program Fund, a special fund created in the State treasury.

The noneys in the Fund are subject to annual appropriation by

the GCeneral Assenbly for the direct and indirect costs

associated with the inpl enentati on of the Nei ghbors Program

Any interest derived from the deposit and investnent of

moneys in the Fund nust be credited to the Fund. At the end

of the fiscal year, all unexpended and unencunbered noneys in

the Fund must renmin in the Fund and may not be credited or

transferred to the General Revenue Fund or any other fund.

(305 I LCS 5/9-14.9 new)
Sec. 9-14.9. Nei ghbors Program repeal. Sections 9-14

through 9-14.9 are repealed on July 1, 2006.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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