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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois learned with regret of the passing of

Prentiss Thonpson of Aurora on Mnday, October 20, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Prentiss Thonpson was born on March 4, 1932 in
Oxford, Mssissippi to Wbster and Bessie (Peel) Thonpson;

and

WHEREAS, A longtime wunion steward W th Seal mast er
Bearing, Prentiss Thonpson was one of the foundi ng nenbers of
the Aurora Comrunity Study Circles pilot programand served
as its vice president when it was established in 1996; Study
Circles runs 20 to 30 groups a year to discuss diversity
issues facing Aurora; Prentiss Thonpson attended nost of

t hose groups and hel ped facilitate sonme of them and

VWHEREAS, In early 2003, Prentiss Thonpson was appointed
to the African Anerican Heritage Advisory Board, a new panel
charged with overseeing various Aurora events pertaining to
the black community; although M. Thonpson was a | eader in
t he bl ack community, his endeavors were known throughout the

city; and

WHEREAS, Prentiss Thonpson's Christian beliefs were a
guiding force in his life; he served as a deacon at Gayles
Menorial Baptist in Aurora for |longer than the 23 years the
Rev. CGeorge Marshall had been the pastor there; M. Thonpson
was a spiritual |eader for the church, sonmeone who al ways was
positive and believed strongly that anything could be
acconplished if one put one's mnd to it; as a youth
director at the church, M. Thonpson was a strong notivator
and always stressed how essential education was; therefore,

be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we nourn, along with all who knew and | oved him the death of

Prentiss Thonpson of Aurora; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Prentiss Thonpson as an expression

of our sincerest condol ences.
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