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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Celiac disease is a genetic disorder affecting
children and adults; celiac disease can affect one in every
133 Anericans; this nakes celiac disease twice as conmmon as
Crohn's disease, wulcerative colitis, and cystic fibrosis

conbi ned; and

VWHEREAS, People with celiac disease are wunable to eat
foods that contain gluten, which is found in wheat, rye, and
barl ey; these grains are used as ingredients in nmany foods,
or are processed into other ingredients that in turn are

i ncluded in foods; and

WHEREAS, In people with celiac disease, eating gluten
sets off an autoimune reaction that causes damage to the
small intestine; wuntreated celiac disease can be life
threatening and has been linked to an increased risk of
certain types of cancer, especially non-Hodgkin's |ynphong;
it can lead to growh failure in children, and it is known to
cause osteoporosis, anema, infertility, and depression in

adults; and

WHEREAS, The only known treatnment for celiac disease is
adherence to a strict, life-long, gluten-free diet; current
| abel ing | aws do not adequately address the needs of persons
with celiac disease or food allergies; because gluten is a
bi nding protein, it can be used in many food products, which
woul d make them unsafe for people with celiac disease to eat;
food processors do not define gluten the sane as the nedical
community, therefore, a peron with celiac disease mght not
recogni ze sone ingredients as containing gluten when reading
a food label; individuals wwith <celiac disease nust go to
great lengths to determne if a product is safe for their

consunption; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
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NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the United States Congress to pass |legislation
regardi ng the | abeling of food products containing gluten and
other known allergins in order to address the needs of those

with celiac disease and food allergies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be presented to

each nenber of the Illinois congressional del egation.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


