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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois were deeply saddened to | earn of the
death of Mnor Myers Jr., president of [Illinois Wesleyan

Uni versity, on Tuesday, July 22, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M nor MWers Jr. was born on August 13, 1942 in
Akron, Chio; he earned a bachelor's degree from Carleton
College in Northfield, Mnnesota in 1964; he earned a master
of arts degree in 1967 and a doctor of philosophy degree in

1972, both from Princeton University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mers began his career in 1968 as an
instructor in governnent at Connecticut College; in 1984, he
was nanmed provost and dean of faculty at Hobart and WIIliam
Smth Colleges in Geneva, New York, where he served for 5

years before noving to Illinois Wsleyan; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Myers becane Illinois Wsleyan University's
17th president in July of 1989; he was known by all as a
renai ssance man who was full of life and curiosity; he |ed
II'linois Wesleyan frombeing a small regional college to one

of the top liberal arts schools in the country; and

WHEREAS, During his 14 vyear tenure as president, the
University increased its student enrollment, selectivity, and
academ c profile; raised $137 mllion in a capital canpaign
and conpleted $115 nillion of renovation and construction,
i ncluding The Ares Library, the Center for Natural Science,
t he Hansen Student Center, and the Shirk Center for Athletics

and Recreation; and

WHEREAS, In addition to physical inprovenents to the
University, President Myers led key initiatives that changed
I1linois Vsl eyan in other inportant ways; under his

| eadership, the faculty established an annual st udent


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


0o N o o A w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32

- 2- LRB0O93 12623 HSS 17996 r

research conference; created senester-long prograns in London
and Madrid; added mjor or mnor prograns in Anmerican
St udi es, Ant hr opol ogy, Bi ochem stry, Cognitive Science,
Wnen's Studies, Environnental Studies, Geek and Roman
Studies, International Business, Russian, and Japanese
Studies; and altered the calendar to develop May Term a
mont h-1ong senester during which innovative courses and

of f - canpus study are enphasi zed; and

VWHEREAS, President Myers was a consunmate scholar and a
teacher whose varied personal interests included playing the
pi ano and harpsichord, discussing nmusi c hi story, and
collecting books and neteorites; he was the author or
co-aut hor of 8 books as well as nunerous articles and papers,
and he was the playwight of "The College Inn Revisited"
whi ch focused on the 1920's jazz novenent in Chicago and the
role that city played as a l|launching ground for Broadway

theatre in New York; and

WHEREAS, President Mers served on the boar ds of
directors of the Foundation for |Independent Hi gher Educati on,
the Associated Colleges of Illinois, the Institute for the
| nternational Education of Students, and the Lyman Allyn
Museum at Connecticut College; he was secretary general of

the Society of the Cncinnati from 1986 to 1988; and

WHEREAS, The passing of President Mnor Mers Jr. has
been deeply felt by his colleagues, comunity, friends, and
especially his wife, Ellen, and his sons, Mnor |IIll and

Joffre; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY COF THE STATE OF |ILLINO S,
together with his famly, friends, colleagues, and comunity,
we nmourn the passing of Mnor Myers Jr., whose death is a

grievous loss to his famly and the State of Illinois; and be
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it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of President Mnor Myers Jr. as an
expression of our profound respect for a citizen who will be

sadly mssed by famly and countless friends and col | eagues.
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