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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois wish to congratulate the Illinois
Associ ation of Park Districts (I APD) on the occasion of its

75th anni versary; and

WHEREAS, The I|APD was established on May 17, 1928; it
provi des education, research, and advocacy for its 362
menbers, consisting of 279 park districts, eight forest
preserve districts, four conservation districts, one
conservancy district, 35 city agencies, one State agency (the
Departnent of Natural Resources), and 34 associate nenbers in
the allied fields of law, |andscape architecture, and public

fi nance; and

VWHEREAS, The mission of IAPD is to advance its nenbers in
their ability to provide outstanding park and recreation
opportunities, preserve our natural resources, and inprove

the quality of life for all people in Illinois; and

WHEREAS, The I APD is the ol dest statew de associ ation of
its kind in the country; it is the only park association with
a primary nenbership of elected board nenbers who serve
W t hout conpensation on |ocal park and forest preserve
boards; its nenber agencies and their staffs are nationally
recogni zed | eaders in parks and recreation and have won the
National Gold Medal Award nore tines than any other state;

and

WHEREAS, Early |egislation addressed by the association
sought to establish wuniform laws for organizing park
districts and the powers of elected officials, establish the
powers of park districts for acquiring |and for open space
and public parks and recreation; over the years, t he
associ ation has worked in bipartisan partnership wth

| egislative leaders in Illinois and Wshington, D C to
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secure f undi ng for open space, recreation, wldlife
preservation, senior health interests, and after-school

recreation and nutrition prograns for youth; and

WHEREAS, As a grass-roots organization, with its 2,100
el ected officials and nore than 300 park and forest preserve
agency |eaders, |APD s voice for parks and natural resources

is strong and respected; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate the Illinois Association of Park Districts on

celebrating its 75th anniversary; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Ted Flickinger, President/CEO and M. Dennis
Fl anagin, chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Illinois

Associ ation of Park Districts for 2003.
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