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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, As set forth as Illinois' official public policy
for the State's juvenile justice systemin the Juvenile Court
Act of 1987 (705 ILCS 405/5-101(1)), "it is the intent of the
Ceneral Assenbly to pronote a juvenile justice system capable

of dealing wth the problem of juvenile delinquency, a system

that will protect the community, inpose accountability for
vi ol ati ons of law, and equip juvenile offenders wth
conpetencies to |live responsibly and productively."; and

VWHEREAS, In order to achieve these stated purposes,
II'linois nmust build a conprehensive, statew de record keeping
system that can track all juvenile arrests, charges, and
di spositions, as well as a systemthat permts these records
to be expunged once the youth has accepted responsibility and
addressed the harm he or she has caused to the victimand the

community; and

VWHEREAS, Illinois' <current record keeping system is
fragmented and inconplete, and, as such, does not provide
vital information needed by Ilegislators, state officials,
court admnistrators, law enforcenent officials, judges,
community | eaders, juvenile justice pr of essi onal s,
researchers, and gover nnment and non- gover nment gr ant

adm ni strators; and

VWHEREAS, An essenti al means of devel opi ng t he
conpetencies of our youth who cone into the juvenile justice
systemis to provide vocational and educational opportunities
that assist them in becom ng producti ve, | aw abi di ng

citizens; and

VWHEREAS, A crimnal record can be a barrier to our youth
i n obtaining these educational and vocational opportunities
when these law enforcenent and court records are used by

enpl oyers, school officials and others to deny our youth such
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opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Many of our youth are not aware of their current
ri ghts under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 to expunge their
arrest and court records once they are eligible to do so, or,
are not able to take advantage of the expungenent process
because of the filing and processing fees that are charged;

and

VWHEREAS, Qur communities are harmed by having their youth
deni ed educational and vocational opportunities on the basis
of crimnal records that, under the existing provisions of
the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, could have been expunged and

never reveal ed; and

WHEREAS, For justice to be truly adm nistered in a manner
that woul d foster respect and enhance the credibility of the
juvenile justice system it is essential that Illinois build
and maintain a record keeping system that is conplete,
accurate, and conprehensive, a systemthat allows judges,
prosecutors, probations officers, and |aw enforcenent the
ability to access juvenile records of youth who, once they
beconme 17 years old, continue to conmt <crines despite
juvenile court intervention, and a system that permts
expungenent of records once our youth have redeened
t hensel ves to the victimand the comunity and are 1living

| aw abi ding lives; and

VWHEREAS, Community safety 1is conprom sed by fragnented
record keeping systenms that do not mai nt ai n accurate
i nformati on about juvenile arrests, charges, or dispositions,
particularly ones that occur in another nunicipality, county
or part of the State other than where the young person

resi des; and

WHEREAS, Victins of juvenile crinme are deni ed

opportunities for the harns caused to themby a juvenile to
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be redressed through apol ogies, restitution and meaningful
community service when the crimnal histories of youth are
not accurately docunented, opportunities that can also be
inportant |earning and even |life changing experiences for the

yout h; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
the General Assenbly should undertake a conprehensive review
of all State statutes that govern record Kkeeping in the
juvenile justice systemwith a viewto revise these statutes,
as needed, to achieve the stated purposes of the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987 of enhancing comunity safety, insuring
that our youth are accountable for the harmthey have caused,
and providing conpetency developnent of our youth so that

t hey beconme productive citizens; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Illinois General Assenbly should work,
in conjunction with the Illinois judiciary, the clerks of the
circuit courts, local governnment agencies who work in the
juvenile justice system State's Attorneys and defense
counsel, the Illinois State Police, and | ocal |aw enforcenent
agencies, to exam ne ways to educate our vyouth about their
right to expunge their crimnal records so that they can take
full advant age of al | educat i onal and vocati onal

opportunities that are available to them and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Illinois General Assenbly should work,
with the above-naned groups, to exanine ways to make the
expungenent process nore automated, accessible, and avail abl e
to those youth who, under the current statutory guidelines,

are entitled to have their records expunged.
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