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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives are
pl eased to recognize significant mlestones in the lives of
t hose distinguished individuals who have dedicated their

endeavors to the service of others; and

WHEREAS, It has conme to our attention that Father WIIliam
Patrick Mirphy is celebrating his 60th Jubilee of ordination
to the holy priesthood on May 4, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Chicago on Novenber 6, 1915, +to the
union of WIliam and Ellen How ey Murphy, Irish immgrants
from County Mayo, WIlliam Patrick Mirphy graduated from
Visitation Gammar School on Garfield Boul evard in Chicago;

and

VWHEREAS, Grateful for "the formative education bestowed
by the Augustinian Fathers" at St. Rita Hi gh School, young
Bill Mirphy excelled in sports as well as academ cs; he won
the highly contested Gold Medal for Oratory in his junior and

senior years at St. Rita Hi gh School; and

WHEREAS, W/ |iam Mirphy took special studies at historic
Archbi shop Quigley Preparatory Sem nary while working as a
bell hop at the Del Prado Hotel in Hyde Park; and

WHEREAS, After graduation from Quigley, WIIliam Mrphy
entered the Mpjor Semnary of St. Mary of the Lake in
Mundel ein and was ordained in 1943 by Sanuel Cardinal

Stritch; and

WHEREAS, During seven years of the ten years of his first
assignment at St. Gertrude Parish in Chicago's Rogers Park
Father Murphy was full-time chairman of t he Rel i gi on
Department at Mindelein College for Winen on North Sheri dan
Road, and he also taught religion at the nearby Loyola

University for a time;, and
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WHEREAS, Upon returning fromstudies at Oxford University
in England, Father Mirphy was assigned to St. Leo Parish on
the south side of Chicago where he served as an assistant to

Msgr. Patrick Mdlloy for ten years; and

VWHEREAS, Father Murphy is renmenbered by countless al umi
as the chaplain at Leo H gh School from 1955 to 1963 and Fox
Busi ness Col |l ege from 1960 to 1963; and

WHEREAS, From 1963 to 1968, Father Murphy happily served
St. Monica's Parish and |ater at St. Robert Bellarm ne Pari sh

from 1968 to 1973; and

VWHEREAS, On May 23, 1973, John Cardinal Cody appointed
Father Murphy to serve at Queen of Martyrs Parish in

Evergreen Park; and

WHEREAS, Coming to a parish which was $600, 000 i n debt,
Fat her Murphy was able to | ead his parishioners to w pe out
t he obligation and add $200,000 in inprovenments to the church

and school buildings in ten years; and

VWHEREAS, He has been an out spoken advocate for Pro-Life
apostol ates and a "teacher"” of children and adults in Church

history and | ove and loyalty to the Church; and

VWHEREAS, He has never lost interest in politics, world

affairs, or a good book; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 17, 1985, Father Murphy cel ebrated a
Mass of Thanksgi ving at Queen of Martyrs Church to mark his

retirement and his 70th birthday; and

WHEREAS, After being naned Pastor Eneritus of Queen of
Martyrs by Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, he has, for the past 18
years, continued to serve subsequent pastors Father WIIliam
Qubbi ns, Father Patrick Lyons, and Father Edward M kol aj czyk

loyally and with enthusiasm and
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WHEREAS, Fat her Murphy, having reached the nell ow age of
87 years, continues to perform his priestly mnistry to
school children and adult parishioners of Queen of Martyrs

wi th dedication and el oquence; and

WHEREAS, Fat her Mur phy will celebrate a WMss of
Thanksgi ving at Queen of Martyrs Church on May 4, 2003, to
commenorate his 60th Jubilee of ordination to the holy

priesthood; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratul ate Father Murphy upon his 60th Jubilee as a
priest of the Roman Catholic Church, we commend himfor his
years of devotion to his faith the people he continues to
serve, and we take this opportunity to wi sh him mny nore
years of continued health and happiness in the future; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Father Mrphy as a fornmal indication of the

respect and admration we have for him
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