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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, On May 9, 2001, President George W Bush
nom nated M guel A Estrada to fill a vacancy on the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Colunbia Crcuit;

and

VWHEREAS, \V/ g Estrada's credentials go uncontested
beginning with his mastery of the English |anguage and
American culture wupon his arrival to the United States as a
teenage i mm grant from Honduras, his graduation nmagna cum
laude and Phi Beta Kappa wth a bachelor's degree from
Colunmbia College in 1983, his position as editor of the
Harvard Law Review, his graduation nmagna cum |l aude from
Harvard Law School in 1986, his subsequent clerkship for the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second G rcuit, his
subsequent cl erkship for the Honorable Anthony M Kennedy of
t he United States Suprene Court, and his position as
Assistant to the Solicitor CGeneral where he argued cases in

front of the United States Suprene Court on 15 occasions; and

WHEREAS, Over a year-and-a-half has passed without a vote

on the Senate floor; and

VWHEREAS, The Senate Judiciary conmttee has issued a
favorabl e report to the United States Senate yet because of
partisan politics Denocrat United States Senators threaten to

filibuster a Senate fl oor vote; and

VWHEREAS, M. Estrada has received support fromlibera
and conservative coll eagues alike who attest that he is one
of the nost brilliant and effective appellate | awers in the

nati on; and

WHEREAS, Organi zations that support M. Estrada include
the League of United Latin Anerican Ctizens, the U S

Hi spani ¢ Chanber of Conmmerce, the Hispanic National Bar
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Association, the Hi spanic Business Roundtable, the Latino
Coalition; the National Association of Small D sadvantaged
Busi nesses; and the Charo-Comunity Devel opnent Corporati on;
additionally, the American Bar Association gave M. Estrada a

unani nous "well qualified" rating; and

VWHEREAS, M. Estrada would be the first Hispanic in the
country to sit on the United States Court of Appeals D strict
of Colunbia GCrcuit, which is an inportant and prestigious

position within the nation's Court of Appeals; and

VWHEREAS, It takes 51 votes to confirma judicial nom nee,
and M. Estrada has at |east 54 votes in his favor, and yet
the United States Senate Denocrats are still blocking M.
Estrada's nomnation and not allowng a vote on hi s

nom nation; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY-
THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that the
menbers of the Illinois House of Representatives respectfully
request the nenbers of the Illinois United States Senate
del egation, the Honorable R chard Durbin and the Honorable
Peter Fitzgerald, to work to allow a vote on the floor of the
United States Senate on the appointnent of M guel Estrada;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
present ed to the Honorable Richard Durbin and to the

Honor abl e Peter Fitzgerald.
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