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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Institutions of higher learning are of utnost
inportance to the State of Illinois, both to its history and

its future; and

VWHEREAS, It has cone to our attention that this year
mar ks the 175th Anniversary for MKendree Coll ege in Lebanon,

the ol dest college in Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, McKendree College was founded by Methodist
pi oneers on February 20, 1828 and has experienced remarkabl e

growh in the years since its founding; and

WHEREAS, McKendree is a four year private |liberal arts
college that had the distinction of being ranked as a Top
Tier Mdwest Liberal Arts College by US News and Wrld
Report; it has welconmed its first group of students from
France as part of a new exchange program in its Business
Division; the faculty has grown 65 percent and includes
prof essors wel | - published and recognized in their fields of
expertise; the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancenent of
Teaching has selected Dr. Nancy Beck Young, McKendr ee
professor, as the |Illinois Professor of the Year for 2002;
the MKendree College Debate and For ensi cs Squad IS

national Iy ranked; and

VWHEREAS, The student body has grown 67 percent in the
past 10 years and the residential population has increased
more than 300 percent with approximately 1,300 students
currently enrolled at the Lebanon canpus; the current
freshman class is the third largest body in the history of
McKendree and includes 22 val edictorians; students from 15
di fferent states and five countries are enrolled at

McKendr ee; and

WHEREAS, This year, the nen's basketball team has been
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ranked nunmber one nationally in the NAIA the first tine in
the history of the college that an athletic team has earned a
first place ranking; the football team nade the NAI A
sem-finals wth a record of 11 and 2; MKendree Athletic
Director and nen's basketball coach, Harry Statham has been
inducted into the NAIA Hall of Fame, earned recognition as
Coach of the Year, and this year, broke the record to becone
the w nningest coach in NAIA history; in Track and Field,
McKendree  Athletes have won sever al nat i onal t eam

chanpi onshi ps; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we honor MKendree College on the occasion of its 175th
anniversary and comend the nmenbers of the faculty, staff,
and adm nistration for their continued commtnent to serving
students from the State of Illinois, other states, and the

gl obal community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Janes Dennis, 32nd president of MKendree
Coll ege, with our best wi shes for the continued success of

the ol dest college in the State of Illinois.
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