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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of this body would like to recognize
and honor Marian Byrnes who has distinguished herself in

service to her comunity and this State; and

WHEREAS, Marian Byrnes was born in New Al bany, |ndiana on
Novenber 1, 1925; she married Bruce Byrnes, Jr., a veteran of
Wrld War Il, on April 20, 1946 and had four sons; David,
Kevin, Al an, and Brian; and they have three grandchildren,

Erin, Joshua, and Morgan; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Byrnes attended |Indiana University from
1943 to 1945, where she worked part tinme at the RCA war pl ant
and becane a founder of the first student chapter of NAACP

and

WHEREAS, Ms. Byrnes received her Dvisional MA in
Soci al Sciences fromthe University of Chicago; this was one
of the broad spectrumdegrees initiated by Robert Hutchins
and included, Political Science, Economcs, Sociology, and
Education; she worked part-tine as secretary for Leo Szilard,

the "Father of the Atom c¢ Bonb"; and

WHEREAS, M's. Byrnes becane active with the civil rights
novenent in 1964, and participated in marches wuntil the
culmnating open housing march of 25,000 to City Hall in
1966; she was al so a foundi ng nenber of Breadbasket Teachers,
a branch of Operations Breadbasket, the predecessor of

Operati on PUSH, and

WHEREAS, M's. Byrnes taught in the Chicago Public School
District for 22 years, teaching primary grades, then educable
ment al | y handi capped cl asses, and finally a resource roomfor
children of all grades with learning disabilities; she was an
active nenber of Chicago Teachers Union (CTU), serving as

school delegate to the House of Del egates for 15 years and as
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a district supervisor in ClUs first strike; she also worked
with the Concerned FTB's (full-tinme basis substitutes) to
hel p them prove discrimnation in the Board' s process of
exam nations for teachers to becone certified; this issue was
resolved by the first strike, when the Teachers Action
Caucus, of which Marian was a | eader, prevailed on the CTU
House of Delegates to mneake certification based on three
years' satisfactory service a non-negotiable demand in the

contract negotiations; and

WHEREAS, After retiring fromthe public schools in 1984,
she worked for two years as an admnistrative assistant to
the executive director of Protection and Advocacy, an agency
whi ch nust exist in each state in order for the state to
receive its federal funding for people with devel opnmental

disabilities and/or nental illness; and

WHEREAS, M's. Byrnes becane a legislative aide to State
Representative Cl em Bal anoff from 1988 to 1991; she was chi ef
organizer for the 32nd D strict Environnental Task Force,
whi ch | ater becane the Sout heast Environnental Task Force;

and

WHEREAS, After retiring fromthe State Representative's
office, she increased her anmobunt of volunteer work; she
founded the commttee to Protect the Prairie, saving the Van
VIissingen Prairie from devel opnent; she was one of the
founders of Citizens United to Reclaim the Environnment,
wor ki ng to save wetlands and prevent additional landfills in
region; she was one of the originators of the 32nd D strict
Environmental Task Force and its successor group, The
Sout heast Environnmental Task Force, |eading the fight which
cl osed t he mal f uncti oni ng Wast e Managenent t oxi c
incinerators, Ilimted landfills, stopped the transport of,
and disposal of, wunused napalm in the area, nonitored

pollution, and established Good Neighbor D alogues wth
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i ndustry; she helped to reclaim the Calunmet area Custer
Sites, Hegew sch Marsh and nunerous ot her | ocal wetlands and
openl ands for cleanup and restoration; she was founder and
co-chair of the Lake Calunet Vision Conmttee, which
continues working to restore the ecol ogical value of the |ake
and its surroundings and develop a feasible plan for the
regi on; and she continues to work wth the Calunet
Sustainable Gowth Advisory Commttee, Chicago Recycling
Coalition, Calunet Heritage Par t ner shi p, Lake Cal unet
Ecosystem Partnership and nunmerous other organizations to

better the region; and

WHEREAS, M's. Byrnes has been the recipient of various
awar ds i ncl udi ng: t he Conservati on Leadership Award,
Openl ands Project; Protector of the Environnent/Avocation,
Chi cago Audubon Society; Environnmentalist of the Year, Earth
Share of Illinois; Chicago Recycling Coalition; GCtizen of
the Year, South Chicago Chanber of Commerce; and the Belle
VWal ey Awar d (for comuni ty activism, Cent er for

Nei ghbor hood Technol ogy; and

WHEREAS, M's. Byrnes is |ooking forward to polishing the
final drafts of her two unpublished books: "Stunbling Through
Wnderland: Notes from a GChetto School", based on her
experiences in the Chicago public schools; and "A Country
Grl's Book of Christmas"”, point-and-counterpoint reflections
on incidents fromher childhood on the farm and her adult
life in the city, focusing on the Christms season;

therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THE RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that we honor and recognize the
hard work and dedication of Marian Byrnes to better her
comunity and this State, and we wi sh her well in all of her

future endeavors; and be it further
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RESCOLVED,

That

a
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sui tabl e

copy

of this resolution be

presented to Marian Byrnes as an expression of our respect

and esteem
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