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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8

VWHEREAS, The Veterans CCassic Sports Foundation IS
working to return service acadeny football to the City of

Chi cago; and

WHEREAS, The football teans of the United States Nava
Acadeny at Annapolis and the United States MIlitary Acadeny
at West Point neet annually for what is sinply known as the

Arny/ Navy football game; and

WHEREAS, The Arny/Navy football rivalry, which began in
1890 with a gane played at West Point in which Navy beat Arny
by a score of 24-0, has becone and has continued to be one of

the greatest rivalries in American sports history; and

VWHEREAS, At the 103rd and nost recent Arny/Navy footbal
gane, which took place Decenber 7, 2002 at G ants Stadiumin
East Rutherford, New Jersey, over 78,000 fans attended the

event in which Navy beat Arny by a score of 58-12; and

VWHEREAS, Soldier Field, which was opened officially on
Oct ober 9, 1924 as a nonunent to Anerican soldiers who have
died in wars, was officially dedicated on Novenber 27, 1926
during the 29th neeting of the Arnmy and Navy football teans
at which over 100,000 fans were in attendance to see the gane
which ended in a 21-21 tie for which Navy was awarded the

nati onal chanpi onshi p; and

WHEREAS, The renovation of Soldier Field, wth seating
for over 63,000 fans, located in the heart of downtown
Chicago will be conplete in time for the 110th neeting of the

Arny and Navy football teans in 2009; and

WHEREAS, Chicago is the nation's highway and air hub due
toits central location in the United States with easy access
for fans and tourists fromall corners of our nation and due

to the two ngjor airports, O Hare and M dway, |ocated wthin
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mere mles of Soldier Field, that serve alnost 100 mllion
passengers annual |y using over 40 airlines nmaking over 3,300

flights to and from Chi cago each day; and

WHEREAS, Downtown Chicago is honme to over 28,000 hotel
roons and thousands of world-class restaurants, all of which
either neighbor or are within walking distance of M chi gan
Avenue and its worl d-fanmous shoppi ng opportunities, Navy Pier
and its nightly entertainnent, and the Sears Tower which is

one of the world's tallest skyscrapers; and

VWHEREAS, The Veterans Cassic Sports Foundation is
focused on the possibility of hosting an Arnmy/Air Force gane
or Navy/Air Force gane in 2004 and beyond, and establi shing
an annual college football gane between a service acadeny and
a local college football team in addition to hosting a

possi bl e Arny/ Navy football contest in 2009; and

VWHEREAS, IIlinois is home to approximately 950,000
mlitary veterans, tens of thousands of nen and wonen who
serve in our nation's arned forces and the Illinois National
Guard, and over 2,600 graduates of the United States Naval,
Air Force, and Mlitary Academ es, 949 of whom attended the
Naval Acadeny, 854 of whom attended the MIlitary Acadeny, and
833 of whom attended the Air Force Acadeny, whose hard work,
dedi cation, and sacrifice to the United States and the State
of Illinois would make it a pleasure to honor them by hosting
future football contests involving their respective teans;

therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that the el ected representatives of
the House of Representatives and Senate, on behalf of the
Cty of Chicago and the entire State of I11inois,

respectfully request the honor to host the 110th and
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subsequent neetings of the football teanms of Arny and Navy,
and the honor to host the cadets of both acadenmi es in
addition to the hundreds of thousands of fans, fanmlies,

supporters of both teans and Academ es; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the House and Senate are
commtted to assisting the Veterans C assic Sports Foundation
and the City of Chicago to neet any chall enge and cover any
expense necessary to return service acadeny football to
Soldier Field and to allow the 110th and subsequent neetings
of the Arny and Navy football teans to be held in the State

of Illinois; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
furnished to the nmen and wonen of the United States Naval
Acadeny at Annapolis and the United States MIlitary Acadeny
at West Point, the United States Air Force Acadeny at
Col orado Springs, the Veterans C assic Sports Foundation, the
Cty of Chicago, and each menber of t he [1linois

Congr essi onal del egati on.
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