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AN ACT concerni ng teacher incentives.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by addi ng Section
2-3.131 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.131 new)

Sec. 2-3.131. Quality teacher incentive program

(a) The State Board of Education shall i mpl enent  and

admnister a quality teacher incentive program Under this

program the State Board of Education shall provide, from

appropriations nmade for the purposes of this Section, a

si gni ng bonus of $1,500 to each eliqgi ble teacher.

(b) A teacher is eliqgible under this program if the

person has graduated froma regionally accredited institution

in the top 25%of his or her class, has an Initial Teaching

Certificate, and agrees to teach for a mnininum of 3

consecutive vears in a public school in this State that is on

the academic watch |list under Section 2-3.25d of this Code.

(c) A teacher who has received a signing bonus under

this program and | eaves enploynent with the public school

before the end of the 3-year comm tnent nust reinburse the

State in the amobunt of $1,500, unless the teacher has left to

accept a teaching position with another public school in this

State that is on the academ c watch |i st.

(d) A teacher who receives a signing bonus under this

program shall not be deened an enpl oyee of the State.

(e) The State Board of Education nay adopt any rul es

necessary to carry out its responsibilities wunder this

Secti on.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on
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1 July 1, 200S3.
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