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AN ACT relating to school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 7-2a as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/7-2a) (fromCh. 122, par. 7-2a)

Sec. 7-2a. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of
this Section, (i) any petition for dissolution filed under
this Article nmust specify the school district or districts to
which all of the territory of the district proposed to be
dissolved wll be annexed and (ii)- any petition for

dissolution nmay be namde by the board of education of the

district or at least two-thirds a-rajerity of the registered

} egal voters residing in the district proposed to be
di ssolved. No petition fromany other district affected by
the proposed dissolution shall be required. A petition

approved by the reqgional board of school trustees that was

initiated by the reqgistered voters residing in the district

proposed to be dissolved is not effective until the question

of dissolution and annexation has been submtted to the

electors in each affected school district at a reqular

el ection and has been approved by a npjority of the electors

in each affected school district voting on the question. The

regi onal board of school trustees nust certify the guestion

to the proper election authority, which nust subnit the

question at an election in accordance with the El ecti on Code.

(b) Any school district with a population of |ess than
5,000 residents shall be dissolved and its territory annexed
as provided in Section 7-11 by the regional board of school
trustees upon the filing wwth the regional board of school

trustees a request to dissolve eof--a-petition adopted by
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resolution of the board of education eor-a-petitton-signed--by
a--rmajority--of-the-registered-voters of the district seeking

such dissolution. If a petitionis initiated by two-thirds of

the registered voters in a school district with a popul ation

of less than 5,000 residents and the petition seeks to annex

the district inits entirety to another school district, then

the petition, if approved by the regional board of school

trust ees, is not effective until the question of dissolution

and annexati on has been submtted to the electors in each

affected school district at a reqular el ection and has been

approved by a majority of the electors in each affected

school district voting on the question. The regi onal board of

school trustees nust certify the question to the proper

el ection authority, which nust subnmt the question at an

election in accordance with the El ecti on Code. No resol ution

shall be adopted by the board of education or petition shalt

be- adopt ed- or signed under this subsection (b) wuntil the
board of education or the petitioners, as the case may be,
shal | have given at |east 10 days' notice to be published
once in a newspaper having general circulation in the
district and shalt have conducted a public informational
meeting to inform the residents of +the district of the
proposed dissolution and to answer questions concerning the

proposed di ssolution. The resolution or petition shall be

filed with and decided solely by the regional board of school
trustees of the region in which the regional superintendent
of schools has supervision of +the school district being
di ssol ved. The regional board of school trustees shall not

wi thin 45 days after giving notice of the hearing required
petttton of the board to dissolve, signed by a majority of
the registered voters of the district, is filed wth the

regional board of school trustees. The regional board of
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school trustees shall have no authority to deny dissolution
requested in a proper resolution petition for dissolution

filed by a board of education under this subsection (b), but

shall exercise its discretion in accordance with Section 7-11
on the issue of annexing the territory of a district being
di ssol ved, giving consideration to but not being bound by the
w shes expressed by the residents of +the wvarious school
districts that may be affected by such annexati on.

When dissolution and annexation becone effective for
purposes of admnistration and attendance as determ ned
pursuant to Section 7-11, the positions of teachers in
contractual continued service in the district being dissolved
are transferred to an annexing district or to annexing
districts pursuant to the provisions of Section 24-12
relative to teachers having contractual continued service
stat us whose positions are transferred fromone board to the
control of a different board, and those said provisions of
Section 24-12 shall apply to said transferred teachers. I n
the event that the territory is added to 2 or nore districts,
t he deci sion on which positions shall be transferred to which
annexing districts shall be made giving consideration to the
proportionate percent of pupils transferred and the annexing
districts' staffing needs, and the transfer of specific
individuals into such positions shall be based upon the
request of those teachers in order of seniority in the
di ssolving district. The contractual continued service
status of any teacher thereby transferred to an annexing
district is not lost and the different board is subject to
this Act wwth respect to such transferred teacher in the sane
manner as if such teacher was that district's enpl oyee and
had been its enployee during the tinme such teacher was
actually enployed by the board of the dissolving district
fromwhich the position was transferred.

(Source: P.A 86-13; 87-1215.)
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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