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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

changi ng Section 4-2 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/4-2) (from Ch. 23, par. 4-2)

Sec. 4-2. Anount of aid.

(a) The anobunt and nature of financial aid shall be
determned in accordance wth the grant anounts, rules and
regul ations of the Illinois Departnment. Due regard shall be
given to the self-sufficiency requirenents of the famly and
to the incone, noney contributions and other support and
resources available, from whatever source. However, the
anmount and nature of any financial aid is not affected by the
paynment of any grant under the "Senior Citizens and Disabled
Persons Property Tax Relief and Pharmaceutical Assistance
Act" or any distributions or itenms of incone described under
subparagraph (X) of paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of
Section 203 of the Illinois Incone Tax Act. The aid shall be
sufficient, when added to al | ot her i ncone, noney
contributions and support to provide the famly with a grant
in the anmount established by Departnent regul ation.

(b) The Illinois Depart nent may conduct speci al
projects, which may be known as Gant D version Projects,
under which recipients of financial aid under this Article
are placed in jobs and their grants are diverted to the
enpl oyer who in turn nmakes paynents to the recipients in the
form of salary or other enploynment benefits. The Illinois
Departnent shall by rule specify the ternms and conditions of
such Grant Diversion Projects. Such projects shall take into

consi deration and be coor di nat ed W th the prograns
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adm ni stered under t he I11inois Emer gency Enpl oynent
Devel opnent Act.

(c) The amount and nature of the financial aid for a
child requiring care outside his own honme shall be determ ned
in accordance with the rules and regulations of the 1Illinois
Departnent, wth due regard to the needs and requirenents of
the child in the foster hone or institution in which he has
been pl aced.

(d) If the Departnment establishes grants for famly
units consisting exclusively of a pregnant woman wth no
dependent child or including her husband if living with her,
the grant amount for such a unit shall be equal to the grant
anmount for an assistance unit consisting of one adult, or 2
persons if the husband is included. QO her than as herein
descri bed, an unborn child shall not be counted in
determ ning the size of an assistance unit or for calculating
grants.

Paynents for basic maintenance requirenents of a child or
children and the relative with whomthe child or children are
living shall be prescribed, by rule, by the I11inois
Depart nent .

Grants under this Article shall not be supplenented by
Ceneral Assistance provided under Article VI.

(e) Gants shall be paid to the parent or other person
with whom the child or children are living, except for such
anount as is paid in behalf of the child or his parent or
other relative to other persons or agencies pursuant to this
Code or the rules and regulations of the Illinois Departnent.

(f) Subject to subsection (f-5), an assistance unit,

receiving financial aid under this Article or tenporarily
ineligible to receive aid under this Article under a penalty
i nposed by the Illinois Departnment for failure to conply with
the eligibility requirements or that voluntarily requests

term nation of financial assistance under this Article and
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becones subsequently eligible for assistance within 9 nonths,
shal |l not receive any increase in the amount of aid solely on
account of the birth of a child; except that an increase is
not prohibited when the birth is (i) of a child of a pregnant
woman who becane eligible for aid under this Article during
the pregnancy, or (ii) of a child born within 10 nonths after
the date of inplenentation of this subsection, or (iii) of a
child concei ved after a famly became ineligible for
assi stance due to incone or nmarriage and at |east 3 nonths of
ineligibility expired bef ore any reapplication for
assi st ance. This subsection does not, however, prevent a
unit fromreceiving a general increase in the anount of aid
that is provided to all recipients of aid under this Article.

The 1llinois Departnent is authorized to transfer funds,
and shall use any budgetary savings attributable to not
increasing the grants due to the births of additional
children, to supplenent existing funding for enploynent and
training services for recipients of aid wunder this Article
| V. The Illinois Departnent shall target, to the extent the
suppl enmental funding allows, enploynent and training services
to the famlies who do not receive a grant increase after the
birth of a child. 1In addition, the Illinois Departnent shal
provide, to the extent the supplenmental funding allows, such
famlies wth up to 24 nonths of transitional child care
pursuant to Illinois Departnent rules. Al remai ni ng
suppl emental funds shall be used for enploynment and training
services or transitional child care support.

In making the transfers authorized by this subsection,
the I1llinois Departnent shall first determ ne, pursuant to
regul ati ons adopted by the |Illinois Departnment for this
pur pose, the anmount of savings attributable to not increasing
t he grants due to the births of additional children.
Transfers may be made from GCeneral Revenue Fund

appropriations for distributive purposes aut hori zed by
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Article IV of this Code only to General Revenue Fund
appropriations for enpl oyability devel opnent servi ces
including operating and admnistrative costs and related
di stributive purposes under Article XA of this Code. The
Director, wth the approval of the Governor, shall certify
the anobunt and affected line itemappropriations to the State
Conptrol ler.

Not hing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit
the Illinois Departnent fromusing funds under this Article
IV to provide assistance in the formof vouchers that may be
used to pay for goods and services deenmed by the Illinois
Departnent, by rule, as suitable for the care of the child
such as diapers, clothing, school supplies, and cribs.

(f-5) Subsection (f) shall not apply to affect the

nmonthly assistance anount of any family as a result of the

birth of a child on or after January 1, 2004. As resources

permit after January 1, 2004, the Departnent may cease

appl yi ng subsection (f) to |limt assistance to fanilies

receiving assistance under this Article on January 1, 2004,

with respect to children born prior to that date. In any

event, subsection (f) shall be conpletely inoperative on and

after July 1, 2007

(g) (Bl ank).
(h) Notw thstanding any other provision of this Code,

the Illinois Departnment is authorized to reduce paynent
| evel s used to determ ne cash grants under this Article after
Decenber 31 of any fiscal year if the 1llinois Departnent
determines that the caseload upon which the appropriations
for the current fiscal year are based have increased by nore
than 5% and the appropriation is not sufficient to ensure
that cash benefits under this Article do not exceed the
anpunts appropriated for those cash benefits. Reductions in
paynment |evels may be acconplished by energency rule under

Section 5-45 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act,
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except that the [imtation on the nunber of energency rules
that my be adopted in a 24-nonth period shall not apply and
the provisions of Sections 5-115 and 5-125 of the |Illinois
Adm ni strative Procedure Act shall not apply. Increases in
paynment |evels shall be acconplished only in accordance wth
Section 5-40 of the Illinois Admnistrative Procedure Act.
Before any rule to increase paynent |evels promul gated under
this Section shall becone effective, a joint resolution
approving the rule nust be adopted by a roll call vote by a
majority of the nenbers elected to each chanber of the
General Assenbly.

(Source: P.A 91-676, eff. 12-23-99; 92-111, eff. 1-1-02.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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