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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 1809

AMENDMENT NO. . Anend House Bill 1809 by replacing

everything after the enacting clause with the foll ow ng:

"Section 5. The Ment al Heal t h and Devel opnent al
Disabilities Admnistrative Act is anended by adding Section

57.5 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 1705/57.5 new)

Sec. 57.5. Autismdi agnosi s educati on program

(a) Subject to appropriations, the Departnent shal

contract to establish an autism di agnosi s educati on program

for young children. The Departnent shall establish the

programat 3 different sites in the State. The program shal

have the foll owi ng goal s:

(1) Providing, to nedical professionals and others

statewi de, a systens devel opnent initiative that pronotes

best practice standards for the diagnosis and treatment

planning for young children who have autism spectrum

di sorders, for the purpose of hel ping existing systens of

care to build solid circles of expertise wthin their

(2) Educating medi cal practitioners, school

personnel, day care providers, parents, and community
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service providers (including, but not limted to, early

intervention and developnental disabilities providers)

t hr oughout t he State on appropriate diagnosis and

treatnent of autism

(3) Supporting systens of care for vyoung children

with auti sm spectrum di sorders.

(4) Working t oget her W th uni versities and

devel opnental disabilities providers to identify unnet

needs and resources.

(5) Encouraging and supporting research on optional

servi ces f or young children with autism spectrum

di sorders.

(b) Before January 1, 2006, the Departnent shall report

to the Covernor and the General Assenbly concerning the

progress of t he autism diagnosis educati on pr ogr am

establi shed under this Section.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw. ".
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