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AN ACT in regard to vehicles.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Section 11-1201.1 as foll ows:

(625 |1 LCS 5/11-1201. 1)

Sec. 11-1201.1. Automated Railroad Crossing Enforcenent
System

(a) For the purposes of this Section, an autonmated
railroad grade crossing enforcenment system is a system
operated by a | aw enforcenent agency that records a driver's
response to automatic, electrical or nechanical si gnal
devices and crossing gates. The system shall be designed to
obtain a clear photograph or other recorded image of the
vehicle, vehicle operator and the vehicle registration plate

of a vehicle in violation of Section 11-1201 of this Code.

The phot ograph or other recorded i mage shall also display the

time, date and | ocation of the violation.

(b) Conmmencing on January 1, 1996, the Illinois Comerce
Comm ssion and the Commuter Rail Board of the Regional
Transportation Authority shall, in cooperation with |ocal |aw

enf orcenent agencies, establish a 5 year pilot programwthin
a county with a popul ation of between 750,000 and 1,000, 000
usi ng an automated railroad grade crossing enforcenent
system The Comm ssion shall determne the 3 railroad grade
crossings within that county that pose the greatest threat to
human |ife based upon the nunber of accidents and fatalities
at the crossings during the past 5 years and wi th approval of
the local |aw enforcenent agency equip the crossings wwth an
automated railroad grade crossing enforcenent system

(b-1) Commencing on July 20, 2001 (the effective date of
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Public Act 92-98), the IlIlinois Conmerce Conm ssion and the
Commuter Rail Board may, in cooperation with the |local |aw
enforcenment agency, establish in a county with a popul ation
of between 750,000 and 1, 000,000 a 2 year pilot program using
an automated railroad grade crossing enforcenent system This
pil ot program may be established at a railroad grade crossing
designated by | ocal authorities. No State noneys may be
expended on the automated railroad grade crossing enforcenent
system est abl i shed under this pilot program

(c) For each violation of Section 11-1201 recorded by an
automatic railroad grade crossing system the |local |aw
enf orcenment agency having jurisdiction shall issue a witten
Uniform Traffic Citation of the violation to the registered
owner of the vehicle as the alleged violator. The Uniform
Traffic GCtation shall be delivered to the regi stered owner
of the vehicle, by mail, within 30 days of the violation.
The Uniform Traffic Ctation shall include the nanme and
address of vehicle owner, the vehicle registration nunber,
the offense charged, the tinme, date, and |ocation of the
violation, the first available court date and that the basis
of the <citation is the photograph or other recorded inmage
from the automated railroad grade crossing enf or cenent
system

(d) The Uniform Traffic Citation issued to the
regi stered owner of the vehicle shall be acconpanied by a
witten notice, the contents of which is set forth in
subsection (d-1) of this Section, explaining how the
registered owner of the wvehicle can elect to proceed by
either paying the fine or challenging the issuance of the
Uniform Traffic G tation.

(d-1) The witten notice expl ai ni ng the alleged
violator's rights and obligations nust include the follow ng
text:

"You have been served wth the acconpanying Uniform
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Traffic Citation and cited wth having violated Section
11-1201 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. You can elect to
proceed by:

1. Paying the fine; or

2. Challenging the issuance of the Uniform Traffic

Citation in court; or

3. If you were not the operator of the vehicle at the

time of the alleged offense, notifying in witing the

| ocal |aw enforcenent agency that issued the Uniform

Traffic Ctation of the nunber of the Uniform Traffic

Citation received and the nanme and address of the person

operating the vehicle at the tine of the all eged of fense.

If you fail to so notify in witing the local |aw

enforcenent agency of the nane and address of the

operator of the wvehicle at the tinme of the alleged

of fense, you nmay be presuned to have been the operator of

the vehicle at the tine of the alleged offense.™

(d-2) If the registered owner of the vehicle was not the
operator of the vehicle at the tinme of the alleged of fense,
and if the registered owner notifies t he | ocal | aw
enforcenment agency having jurisdiction of the nane and
address of the operator of the vehicle at the tine of the
all eged offense, the Ilocal I|aw enforcenent agency having
jurisdiction shall then issue a witten UniformTraffic
Citation to the person alleged by the registered owner to
have been the operator of the vehicle at the tine of the
all eged offense. |If the registered owner fails to notify in
witing the local |aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction
of the nanme and address of the operator of the vehicle at the
time of the alleged offense, the registered owner my be
presunmed to have been the operator of the vehicle at the tinme
of the alleged offense.

(e) Evidence.

(1) A certificate alleging that a violation of
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Section 11-1201 occurred, sworn to or affirnmed by a duly

aut hori zed agency, based on inspection of recorded inages

produced by an autonmated railroad crossing enforcenment
system are -evidence of +the facts contained in the
certificate and are adm ssible in any proceedi ng all eging

a violation under this Section.

(1i) Photographs or recorded images nmade by an
automatic railroad grade crossing enforcenent systemare
confidential and shall be nade available only to the
alleged violator and governnental and |aw enforcenent
agencies for purposes of adjudicating a violation of
Section 11-1201 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. However,
any photograph or other recorded inmage evidencing a
violation of Section 11-1201 shall be adm ssible in any
proceeding resulting fromthe issuance of the Uniform
Traffic G tation when there is reasonable and sufficient
proof of the accuracy of the canera or electronic
instrument recording the image. There is a rebuttable
presunption that the photograph or recorded inmage is
accurate if the camera or electronic recording instrunent
was in good working order at the beginning and the end of
the day of the all eged of fense.

(f) Rail crossings equipped with an automatic railroad
grade crossing enforcenent systemshall be posted with a sign
visible to approaching traffic stating that the railroad
grade crossing is being nonitored, that <citations wll be
i ssued, and the anmount of the fine for violation.

(g) Except as provided in subsection (b-1), the cost of

the install ati on and mai nt enance of each automatic railroad

grade <crossing enforcenent system shall be paid fromthe
Grade Crossing Protection Fund if the rail line is not owned
by Commuter Rail Board of the Regional Transportation
Aut hority. Except as provided in subsection (b-1), if the

rail line is owned by the Coormuter Rail Board of the Regional
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Transportation Authority, the costs of the installation and
mai nt enance shall be paid from the Regional Transportation
Aut hority's portion of the Public Transportation Fund.

(h) The Illinois Comerce Comm ssion shall issue a
report to the General Assenbly at the conclusion of the 5
year pilot program established under subsection (b) on the
ef fectiveness of the automatic railroad grade crossing
enf orcenent system

(1) If any part or parts of this Section are held by a
court of conpetent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, the
unconstitutionality shall not affect the wvalidity of the
remai ning parts of this Section. The General Assenbly hereby
declares that it would have passed the remaining parts of
this Section if it had known that the other part or parts of
this Section would be declared unconstitutional.

(j) Penalty.

(1) A violation of this Section is a petty offense
for which a fine of $250 shall be inposed for a first
violation, and a fine of $500 shall be inposed for a
second or subsequent violation. The court may inpose 25
hours of community service in place of the $250 fine for
the first violation.

(ii) For a second or subsequent violation, the
Secretary of State may suspend the registration of the
nmotor vehicle for a period of at |east 6 nonths.

(Source: P.A 92-98, eff. 7-20-01; 92-245, eff. 8-3-01;
92- 651, eff 7-11-02; 92-814, eff. 1-1-03.)
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