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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 1514

AVENDMENT NO. .  Anmend House Bill 1514, AS AMENDED,
by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 5. The Conservation District Act is anended by

adding Section 18.1 as foll ows:

(70 1LCS 410/18.1 new)

Sec. 18. 1. Organi zation as a forest preserve district.

The voters of a conservation district that is entirely within

one county may, by a single referendum proposition, dissolve

the conservation district under Section 18 of this Act and

incorporate as a forest preserve district under Section 1 the

Downst ate Forest Preserve District Act. The referendum may be

pl aced on the ball ot upon either of the foll ow ng:

(1) An ordinance by the county board of the county

in which the district lies requiring the referendum

(2) The filing of a petition with the board of

trustees signed by the electors of the district equal in

nunber to 8% or nore of the total nunber of votes cast

f or Gover nor district-w de in t he nost recent

quber natori al election asking that the question of

whether the district shall be dissolved and organi zed as
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a forest preserve district.

The Secretary of the board of trustees of the county

board or the board of trustees, as appropriate, shall certify

the proposition to the appropriate election authorities who

shall subnmit the proposition at a consolidated or general

election according to the Election Code. The El ecti on code

shall apply to and govern the el ection.

The proposition shall be in substantially the follow ng

Shal | (i nsert name) Conservation District be

di ssol ved under the provisions of Section 18 of the

Conservation District Act and be organized as a forest

preserve district under the provisions of the Downstate

Forest Preserve District Act?

The votes shall be recorded as "Yes" or "No"

If a npjority of the votes cast on the proposition are in

the affirmati ve, the conservation district shall be deened to

be dissolved under Section 18 of the Conservation District

Act and the territory shall be incorporated as a forest

preserve district under Section 1 of the Downstate Forest

Preserve District Act. The resulting forest preserve district

shall not be deened to be the | egal successor or assign of

t he di ssol ved conservation district.

Section 10. The Downstate Forest Preserve District Act

i s anended by changing Section 1 as foll ows:

(70 I1LCS 805/1) (fromCh. 96 1/2, par. 6302)

Sec. 1. \WWenever any area of contiguous territory 1lying
wholly within one county contains one or nore natural forests
or parks thereof and one or nore cities, towns or villages,
such territory may be incorporated as a forest preserve

district by a referendum passed under Section 18.1 of the

Conservation District Act or in the follow ng manner, to wt:
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Any 500 |l egal voters residing within the limts of such
proposed district may petition the <circuit court of the
county in which such proposed district l|ies, to order the
question to be submtted to the | egal voters of such proposed
district whether or not it shall be organized as a forest
preserve district under this act. Such petition shall be
addressed to the <circuit court of the county in which such
proposed forest preserve district is situated and shal
contain a definite description of the territory intended to
be enbraced in such district, and the name of such district.
Upon the filing of such petition in the office of the clerk
of the circuit court of the county in which such territory is
situated, it shall be the duty of such circuit court to fix a
day and hour for the public consideration thereof, which
shall not be less than 15 days after the filing of such
petition. Such circuit court shall cause a notice of the tine
and place of such public consideration to be published 3
successi ve days in somne newspaper having a general
circulation in the territory proposed to be placed in such
district. The date of the last publication of such notice
shall not be less than 5 days prior to the tine set for such
public hearing. At the tine and place fixed for such public
hearing the <circuit <court shall hear any person owning
property in such proposed district who desires to be heard,
and if the circuit judge finds that all of the provisions of
this act have been conplied wth, the court shall enter an
order fixing and defining the boundaries and the nane of such
proposed district in accordance wth the prayer of the
petition. 1In the event that any other petition or petitions
for the organization of a forest preserve district or
districts in the same county is filed under this act before
the time fixed for the public hearing of the first petition,
the circuit court shall postpone the public consideration of

the first petition so that the hearing of all petitions shal
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be set for the sanme day and hour. In any county where there
are 2 or nore judges sitting at the tinme of filing such first
petitions the clerk of the circuit court shall cause al
petitions filed subsequent to the first petition to be
assigned to the judge to whomthe first petition is assigned
so that all such petitions may be heard by the sane | udge.

Should 2 or nore petitions be filed under this act and
conme on for hearing at the sane tine and it shall be found by
the circuit court that any of the territory enbraced in any
one of the petitions is included in or contiguous with the
territory enbraced in any other petition or petitions, the
circuit court may include all of the territory described in
such petitions in one district and shall fix the nane
proposed in the petition first filed as the nanme for the
district. After the entry of the order fixing and defining
the boundaries and the nanme of such proposed district, it
shall be the duty of the circuit court to order to be
submtted to the Iegal voters of such proposed district at
any election, the question of the organization of such
proposed district. The clerk of the <circuit court shal
certify the order and the question to the proper election
officials who shall submt the question to the voters of the
proposed district in accordance wth the general election
law. Notice of the referendum shall <contain a definite
description of the territory intended to be enbraced in such
district, and the name of such district.

(Source: P.A 83-1362.)".
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