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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 1240

AVENDMENT NO. .  Anend House Bill 1240, AS AMENDED,
by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 5. The Illinois Act on the Aging is anended by

addi ng Section 4.04a as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 105/ 4.04a new)
Sec. 404a. I1linois Long-Term Care Council.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this Sectionis to ensure

that consumers over the age of 60 receive high quality

long-term care through an effective and i ndependent State

Long- Term Care Onbudsman program

(b) Maintenance and operation of the Illinois Long-Term
Car e Counci |

(1) The Depar t nent shall develop a fair and

i npartial process for recruiting and receiving

nom nations for nenbers for the Illinois Long-Term Care

Council from the area agencies on _aging, r eqgi onal

onbudsnan prograns, provider agencies, and other public

agencies, using a nonnation form provided by t he

Depart ment.

(2) The Departnent shall appoint nenbers to the
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Il1linois Long-Term Care Council in a tinely manner.

(3) The Departnent shall consider, act in good

faith regarding, and respond in witing to the conplaints

fromthe Illinois Long-Term Care Council, conplaints that

have been received by any agency or individual, the

Il1linois Long-Term Care Council's annual report, and its

r econmendat i ons.

(4) The Departnment shall provi de necessary staff

for soliciting noninations for nenbers to the |Illinois

Long- Term Care Council and a budget within its budget for

the Illinois Long-Term Care Council to carry out its

mandat ed responsi bilities, including holding hearings and

rei nbursing travel for voting nenbers who are long-term

care facility residents and famly nenbers of long-term

care facility residents.

(5) The Director of the Departnent shall appoint to

the Illinois Long-Term Care Council at least 10 nenbers

but not nore than 15 nenbers. The State Long-Term Care

Onbudsnan shall appoint at |least 5 nenbers but not nore

than 10 nenbers.

(c) Responsibilities of area agenci es on agi ng, regional

long-term care onbudsman prograns, and provi der agenci es.

Each area agency on aging, regional long-termcare onbudsnman

pr ogr am and provider agency shall solicit nanes and

recommend voting and non-voting nenbers to the Department for

appointnent to the Illinois Long-Term Care Council. Each area
agency on aging shall cooperate with the 1llinois Long-Term
Care Council in holding public hearings in its area.

(d) Powers and duties. The [Illinois Long-Term Care

Council shall do the follow ng:

(1) Evaluate and nonitor the Departnent's policies

and procedures and nake recommendations in order to solve

or prevent conflicts of interest wwth the State Long-Term

Care Onbudsnman Program the Department, State governnent,
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any agency, individual, or other entity, or within the

State Long-Term Care Onbudsnan Program

(2) Devel op byl aws for ef ficient oper ati on,

i ncl udi nq, but not limted to, rules regarding the

chairmanship of the <council, and establish a vyearly

cal endar, which shall be nmade public.

(3) Forward any conplaints, wth recommendations,

to the Departnent for possible action.

(4) Comment on issues pertaining to long-termcare

and the State Long-Term Care Onbudsman Program eval uate

the State Long-Term Care Orbudsnman Programis conpli ance

with State and federal | aws, and nmake recommendations to

the Department and to other agencies, as appropri ate.

(5) Advise the Departnent on all aspects of the

Departnent's responsibilities under this Act for the

State Long-Term Care Onbudsnman Program

(6) Advise the State Long-Term Care Orbudsnan

Programon matters pertaining to the quality of life and

quality of care in the continuumof |ong-termcare.

(7) Evaluate, coment on reports reqgarding, and

make reconmmendations on the quality of life and quality

of care inlong-termcare facilities, and on the duties

and responsibilities of the St at e Long- Term Care

Onbudsnman  Program to the federal and State governnents

and to other public agencies.

(8) Prepare and circulate an annual report to the

Governor, the General Assenbly, and other interested

parties concerning the duties and acconpli shnents of the

Illinois Long-Term Care Council and all other rel ated

matters pertaining to long-termcare and the protection

of resident' rights.

(9) Pronote citizen i nput and participation,

t hrough statew de hearings or other neans, regarding the

policies of the State Long-Term Care Orbudsnan Program
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(10) Recommend to the Governor, froma field of

qualified candi dates, 3 candidates for the position of

State Long-Term Care Orbudsnman, from whi ch the Governor

may nmake his or her appoi ntnent.

(11) Recommend to the Governor the dismissal of a

State Long-Term Care Onbudsnman if the Illinois Long-Term

Care Council determnes that the i ndividual has not

di scl osed conflicts of interest or is unable to carry out

the duties of the office as provided in this Act.

(12) Provide an opportunity for public input at

each schedul ed nmeeti nq.

(e) Conposition and operation. The 1llinois Long-Term

Care Council shall be conposed of at |east 16 nenbers but not

nore than 26 nenbers concerned about the quality of life in

long-term care facilities and protecting the rights of

residents of long-termcare facilities. The State Long-Term

Care Onbudsnman shall be a pernanent nenber of the Long-Term

Care Council. Menbers shall be appointed for a 4-year term

with initial appointnments staggered with 2-year, 3-year, and

4-vear ternms. A lottery shall deternine the first terns of

office for the initial nenbers. Menbers nay be reappointed to

a term but no nenber may be reappointed to nmore than 2

consecutive terns. The Illinois Long-Term Care Counci | shal

meet a mninumof 3 tines per cal endar year.

(f) Menber requi renents. Al | menber s shal | be

i ndi vi duals who have denpnstrated concern about the quality

of lifeinlong-termcare facilities. A nmininumof 3 nenbers

must be current or forner residents of long-term care

facilities or the famly nmenber of a current or forner

resident of a long-termcare facility. A mninumof 2 nmenbers

shall represent current or forner long-termcare facility

resident councils or fanmly councils. There shal | be

non-voting State agency nenbers on the Long-Term Care Counci

from the follow ng agencies: (i) the Departnent of Veterans
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Affairs; (ii) the Department of Human Services; (iii) the

Departnent of Public Health; (iv) the Department on Aging;

(v) the Departnment of Public Aid; (vi) the Illinois State

Police Medicaid Fraud Unit: and (vii) others as appropri ate.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw. ".
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