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101ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
State of Illinois

2019 and 2020
SB2285

Introduced 10/28/2019, by Sen. Jil Tracy

SYNOPSIS AS INTRODUCED:

520 ILCS 5/2.37 from Ch. 61, par. 2.37

Amends the Wildlife Code. Repeals provisions authorizing, under
certain conditions, drainage districts to control beaver populations.
Provides that a drainage district, road district or similar body,
landowner, tenant, or the designee of a drainage district, road district,
landowner, or tenant shall be exempt from the requirement to obtain a
permit to control nuisance raccoons, opossums, muskrats, skunks, coyotes,
or beavers if all applicable provisions for licenses are complied with and
any trap types and sizes used are in compliance with the Act, including
marking or identification. Provides that landowners, tenants, or their
designees may remove cottontail rabbits or grey or fox squirrels from their
property, but only by means of a live trap, if the cottontail rabbits and
grey or fox squirrels are released alive and unharmed in suitable habitat
that is not within any city or town and not within any park. Provides that
the designee of a drainage district, road district, landowner, or tenant
must have a signed and dated written authorization from the drainage
district, landowner, or tenant in possession at all times when conducting
animal control activities. Provides that the exemption from obtaining a
permit shall be valid only upon property owned, leased, or controlled by
the drainage district, road district, landowner, or tenant. Effective
immediately.
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AN ACT concerning wildlife.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of lllinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 5. The Wildlife Code is amended by changing Section

2.37 as follows:

(520 ILCS 5/2.37) (from Ch. 61, par. 2.37)

Sec. 2.37. Authority to kill wildlife responsible for
damage. Subject to federal regulations and Section 3 of the
Illinois Endangered Species Act, the Department may authorize
owners and tenants of lands or their agents to remove or
destroy any wild bird or wild mammal when the wild bird or wild
mammal is known to be destroying property or causing a risk to
human health or safety upon his or her land.

Upon receipt by the Department of information from the
owner, tenant, or sharecropper that any one or more species of
wildlife is damaging dams, levees, ditches, cattle pastures, or
other property on the land on which he resides or controls,
together with a statement regarding location of the property
damages, the nature and extent of the damage, and the
particular species of wildlife committing the damage, the
Department shall make an investigation.

If, after investigation, the Department finds that damage

does exist and can be abated only by removing or destroying
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that wildlife, a permit shall be issued by the Department to
remove or destroy the species responsible for causing the
damage.

A permit to control the damage shall be for a period of up
to 90 days, shall specify the means and methods by which and
the person or persons by whom the wildlife may be removed or
destroyed, and shall set forth the disposition procedure to be
made of all wildlife taken and other restrictions the Director
considers necessary and appropriate in the circumstances of the
particular case. Whenever possible, the specimens destroyed
shall be given to a Dbona-fide public or State scientific,
educational, or zoological institution.

The permittee shall advise the Department in writing,
within 10 days after the expiration date of the permit, of the
number of individual species of wildlife taken, disposition
made of them, and any other information which the Department
may consider necessary.

Subject to federal regulations and Section 3 of the
Illinois Endangered Species Act, the Department may grant to an
individual, corporation, association or a governmental body
the authority to control species protected by this Code. The
Department shall set forth applicable regulations 1in an
Administrative Order and may require periodic reports listing
species taken, numbers of each species taken, dates when taken,
and other pertinent information.

D RN D
= oy

= o5 ot e o = o al sz + 1 21+ 1T <z =
ToTriTagtc T o CL T T T T T

= 11
TCTOo [ ¥ ¥ & iy mpu I v O




LRB101 14623 TAE 63534 b

SB2285

1o

+
W TTCIItg

I3

.

2

EN o o
DT PO CIiTITC TIT

+ 1

O SE NS S Y =
I 4§ 5 I ay w LIUL_,_I_J__Y

Sz

szadad +h o+ o+l
LA UL CIICL T

PN

=

Iz

TV T pPTO

CTIT

Y

CIT

ESENEZN
=gy =

PN .

+
TIrC

=1
CTIT

£
O

.
TLLI T

P
Lo T O

PA)

=1

T PP

CIrC

(A wy

TIC COIT

e g

1O LT CTIT

Tl C

+ 1

PPN N 33+ oo
TV L —UIT O L UL UL o L UUT CIIT

n

o
CLAUpMO \=yw) LIl

P

7z +

i

oo Cc TOCITocTT Ty

P S R S

DT o CL T oC

D

P SCE I N SN T 2
cCaogo WL ClL

4

PN SC I 0~
WL CIt

o

PN NP
cCroppTirg ST SOt

£

£
T

£

1 PN I

o
A\ 1 & 1 UL Wy W R o

CTIIC

J33 A wn wy & pu

i B O g i W W @ g g

CIIC

P=PANENE
AT TP T

Sz

o

o

To T

alk

220
v awAv)

o
T CTro T

P

£y
CLrapMo

n eV

A\ I g B W oy @ e

I

T w

o

o L Z ol L T

TL C

Nasxea o~ + 1

.

o
TTOOIT

LN N I W

=
T

ESETIEVN 2N =

2

[CRCICRGAwy ) gumw §

T.T

ot

+ 1

CTIT

ERESN-

PAEEIE

Tl C

DO Iy

=}

CLropPopP Tty

oL ocToLr

SOy

O
—

EC N IR
cCroppPTitg

£V

£ ERESENES
ToLroCorcoTr

a

o LU T W LTUT

+ 1 ot o
CIIT

PRPCE S~ EE S IR S
TACCTCP T oIty

=
oo

LAUE™ "3 SR\ i e s oy

11

EREN NN
TIICTICS

0
T

o
T CTrho C

SRR T =
LN A [y L 11 Wl U [

TITCro C

E NN
CLrToonsS

EEPNEVN

[ WAWSY @ 3 v ww my

P
Ty

N
TOO

12

B NN N L S-S oo
CraoppPTIity ST SOy

EV-NE S
T

P
L UL & g =y

2

O Co C oW O

Tk

ot

=1
CTIT

P EEE S I
oIty

PN

13

14

Ia AWy

eV N

. o T v CT

= N
A= 4

n

PO~
[ SR W N & 8 ) S 1 ) @ R A N W @ R s o

O

Eaa vy

1

N SN I
| A [ o s s s e

P |
(CEyaws

1o
TTO T ST

15

=N
CTIre

[ S e

=N
oT CIT \Tienw:

ek ot A
o L4

= = ESS ENPENEV S “E TN 2N EVSENES
T OTIICTT rTorocTor T CCTrISCTTIT

BT

TTTIV T

16

~
—

aartEman
[=A ) TAe T a e 134y e

haoxr
OTCTIICTT

ERPNE =
T

£
A\ S S N NP N

n

=

n sz
Ul To T L VAT LUILLD

N n raoa o
(R CIIT IITCTCA LT oT

n

CERAZE]

OF ST

18

3z

£ o 1
L_LJ.C_Y

11 o
TTOOL O aorccr

3 40O 1
“TO

EEESN

P

ESREN
WL CIILTIT

35z

At o

PN o
N o UOUOTr o T o TopPpTrooTITcoac vy

=

£V

ESEE I ISR o
N Ccolrarl

N

TT

19

o P N O S
oy

3-OF

Lo o e
TOLr CLrapprrlilyg ocooUlt

ESIEN
TITC

JoF

EPNE PN EE IS
T o CccotT T oo Lr ity

LTI 2N
T orocTTr

P
\./L/LU.\_jJ.lL., .

T

20

—
[Q\

n
| X i v W

P e B

Taw oLy

eV

Bl n n
(33 AW Sy & i =

=
PO o T o o T Ut

o

oo

v

| S A B s s

oo o
It

n
T T CTTIrotT o

CrapMoTity

22

o
=}

araco
O T

=1
CTIIC

P
LEZ TS

=t ol
POoOT T o1t

£
T

e
orrrroc

n
TLrLL

23

PR T
[V B N § § g Sy )

I
UL O U

4

e
Lo ULl 1L C U

D

23

1
[ g mpm

4ot

=
TIrI O rCcTocCcT

EEEZ

EEP_ N NE Y P -
EER Y A IO ©

Ml
TIrC

EED=CI S
\=jeavac s aean

=

1 o
(3 3 gu s ) (@ gu )

o PN EEZONEN
o

=

EENEE LN 2N
TIOnno T O

P |
T

24

n
CTNT I .

a oo~ =
WITT CTIT W T

oL

ar,
o A

25

authorized under this

sSnares

or

The location of traps

26



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

SB2285 -4 - LRB101 14623 TAE 63534 b

Section, either by the Department or any other governmental
body with the authority to control species protected by this
Code, shall be exempt from the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act.

A drainage district, road district or similar body,

landowner, tenant, or the designee of a drainage district, road

district, landowner, or tenant shall be exempt from the

requirement to obtain a permit to control nuisance raccoons,

opossums, muskrats, skunks, coyotes, or beavers 1if all

applicable provisions for licenses are complied with and any

trap types and sizes used are in compliance with this Act,

including marking or identification. Landowners, tenants, or

their designees may remove cottontail rabbits or grey or fox

squirrels from their property, but only by means of a live

trap, 1f the cottontail rabbits and grey or fox sguirrels are

released alive and unharmed in suitable habitat that is not

within any city or town and not within any park. The designee

of a drainage district, road district, landowner, or tenant

must have a signed and dated written authorization from the

drainage district, landowner, or tenant in possession at all

times when conducting activities under this Section. This

exemption from obtaining a permit shall be wvalid only upon

property owned, leased, or controlled by the drainage district,

road district, landowner, or tenant.

(Source: P.A. 97-813, eff. 7-13-12; 97-959, eff. 8-15-12;

98-1045, eff. 8-25-14.)
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becoming law.



