
Illinois Manufacturers' Association

March 11, 2009

Honorable Patrick Quinn , Governor
Honorable Michael J. Madigan. Speaker of the House
Honorable John Cullerton, Sena te President
Honorable Tom Cross, House Republican l eader
Honorable Chri stine Radogno, Senate Republican Leader

Dear Governor and Leaders:

Nearly a mon th ago. the Ill inois Manufacturers ' Association and Manufacturers' Political Act ion
Committee formed a small wo rking group of manu facturing companies to review Illinois' cur rent
campaign finance laws, Executive Orders, and pend ing campaign reform legislation . The group sought
to review the current pract ices and offe r recommendat ions that could hel p restore the public's faith in
the system.

Our group consisted of a wide and diverse group of manufacturing compa nies fro m across Ill ino is that
included both large and small employ ers, public and private . Some of the companies are regulated by
the state while others are not. The spectrum ranged from companies actively engaged in the legislative
and political process to others who participate from afar.

After weeks of review and discussion, the working group hascraft ed a multi-point plan that w ill result in
increased transparency and reporting while guaranteeing full part icipation in the democrat ic process.
We believe that t hese are sensible and common sense reforms that can help us move forward toward
restoring th e tr ust.

Thank you in advance fo r your conside ration.

Sincerely,

.s..
President & CEO

Cc: Mr. Patrick Collins
Mr. Peter Bensinger

M"~. Favilte
MPAC Chairman
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Illinois Manufacturers' Association

ETHICS WHITE PAPER

In 1976, the Illinois Manufactu rers' Associat ion created one of the first poli tica l act ion committees in Illinois

w it h the goal of electing and promot ing candid ates for legislat ive and Const itutional office who embody a pro ­

manufacturing and pro-jobs record. For more tha n three decades. th e Manufacturers' Political Action

Committee has part icipated in the state polit ical process by making financia l contribut ions w it hin the confines

of the law to men and women who suppo rt and uphold the ideals and principals of the IMA and our thousands

of member companies.

In the past decade. Illinois has witnessed numerous violatio ns of State election and campaign finance lawsat

all levels of governme nt that have shaken th e public's t rust in our elected officials and those ent ities and

persons that participate in our representat ive democracy. In order to avoid real or perceived conflicts of

inte rest. the Manu factu rers Polit ical Act ion Committee has refused to make po litica l cont rib utions or

part icipate in Springfield-based fundralsers during t t e entire spring legislative session for more th an a decade.

At this historic time in Ill inois history, when lawmakers have taken the unprecedented step of imp eaching and

convicting our state's chief executive office r, we have t he opportu nity to work together to pass real and

meaningful campaign f inance laws - not by restrict ing access- but rather by opening up the process and

encouraging full disclosure.

Our goals and recommenda tions t hat we believe should be considered include the following:

., Impose a tot al and complete ban on fundraisers in Springfield or Sangamon County during the mon th s

that comprise th e spring and fall legislat ive sessions . Inte rest groups should not feel pressured to

make poli tical dona tions and attend tundratsers dur ing weeks when th~ legislature c r Ccosntut lcnal

officers may be making officia l acts that wou ld impact those groups . The ban would apply to

leadership PACs as we ll w it h an exemption for lawmakers who represent any part of the city of

Springf ield.

,. Governor Quinn shou ld immediately repeal Execut ive Order ~ 3 issued by Governor Btagojevich that

unconst itutionally limits the ability of select ent it ies to make politica l contributi ons to state lawmakers.

The former Governor' s act ion was a personal vendetta and is a clear viol ati on of the line separating the

Execut ive and legislative branchesof governm ent.

:.. The Governor and General Assembly should not impo se caps on poli t ical cont ributions. America is a

democracy that allows for unparalle led polit ical participat ion and t hat right to support candida tes for

220 Ea-t Adams Street • Springfield, Ill inois 62701 • Telephone: (2 171 522- 12·$0 • Fax: e2 17) 522-2367
1211 West 22nd Street. Ste. 620 • Oak Brook. Illino is 60523 • Te lephone: 1630) 368-5300 • Fax: f630) 2 18-7467

web Site: www.im a-nct .crg • E·ma il: ima@ima-net_org



office shoul d not be infringed. The recent president ial electio n saw th e candidates raise a record of

nearly $1 billion for the elect ion despite the federal "caps". It is clear that caps do not limi t or keep

money out of the polit ical process. Campaign finance caps favor weal thy ind ividua ls and enco urage

the proliferat ion of more campaign committ ees and 527 groups.

:,... All campaign comm ittees should be required to report all cont ributions of $250 or more within 48

hours of receip t . Currently, this requirement is only imposed wi thin 30 days of an election . Campaign

committ ees should also make t he best effor t to get the contributor's name, address, and em ployer.

, All campaign committees should be required to report th eir D-2 rep orts on a quarterly rath er t han

semi-annual basis. This will allow the press and general public to get a more curre nt view of polit ical

donati ons.

;. Every six months, elected officials and candidates for state legislatu re must report every donation in

excessof $500 in a newspaper of general circulat ion in t heir dist ric t. The info rmation should include

contributo rs name, em ployer, and amount of the donat ion.

,. The "pay to play" allegat ions against Governor Blagojevich are clearly illegal as ou tl ined in the media .

However, these acts were reported ly perpetra ted by contractual lobbyists wh o sought to raise money

from their clients in exchange for an offic ial act. A new reporting mechanism should be adopted t hat

requ ires any registe red lobbyist in the State of Illinois when attending or making a cont ribu t ion at a

fundra iser to disclose on w hose behalf they are part icipatin g.

.... The primary election date should be moved from February to a later date in April, May or June that will

allow fo r greate r competition in the primary and a shorter general elect ion season.

Illinois has an abundance of campaign f inance laws on the books. No matter how many laws are passed by t he

Governo r and General Assembl y, Illinois will conti nue to see a small group of individuals and en ti t ies who wi ll

violate the law and th e public's t rust . To best restore integrit y and hones ty, Illin ois should focus on increasing

reporting and transparency in t he campaign finance process.




