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For by

Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers

shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Pastor Tinothy Sadler of the First Baptist Church of
Royal t on, I11inois. Pastor Sadler is the guest of
Representative Forby. The guests in the gallery may w sh
to rise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "
Sadler: "Let's bow and pray together. Holy Father, as we
conme to bow our hearts before Your throne, we thank You for
the life that You alone allow. | thank You specifically
today for this great State of Illinois and these nen and
wonen who sacrificially serve wus leaving at tinmes their
famlies behind for the greater good of our great state.
Bless their famlies, provide and continually protect them
for our Representatives and their staff. | entreat You to
gi ve unto them observational integrity and intuitive
keenness to notice the structural weaknesses of our state,
then the courage in action to do what is not always popul ar
but rather what is right. Gve themw sdom beyond their
experience, intelligence beyond their education, and a | ove
for each other and our state that proceeds from Your
exalted throne. Finally, Dear God, Holy Scripture submts
that if Your people, which are called by Your nanme, would
hunbl e thensel ves and pray that You woul d hear from heaven
and heal their land. Gve us the humlity to recognize our
noral instability and the fortitude to ask You for Your
strength and guidance fromthe Holy Spirit. Bless these
proceedings this hour. These things | pray, in the
mat chl ess nanme of Jesus Christ, ny Saviour, Amen."

Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representati ve Forby."

- et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
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States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that we

have no excused absences to report."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Poe."

Poe: "Yeah, M. Speaker. Let the record show that Representative
Ron St ephens is excused today. All  the Republicans are
here."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 116
Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a
guorum present. M. Cerk."

Cerk Rossi: "Commttee Reports. Representati ve Curry,
Chai rperson fromthe Appropriations-Elenmentary & Secondary
Education Commttee, to which the followng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday, March 21,
2001, reported the same back W th t he foll ow ng
recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House Bill 2117
and House Bill 3439. Representative MQ@ire, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Aging, to which the followng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday,
March 21, 2001, reported the sane back wwth the follow ng
recomendation/s..."

Speaker Madigan: "M. derk, just one second. M. Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. W have nade a m stake on our
side. Dale R ghter should be excused. | apol ogize for
t hat m st ake."

Speaker Madigan: "So, the CCerk wll be directed to nmake that
correction.”

Cross: "Thank you."
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Madi gan: "Thank you. Proceed, M. Cerk."

Rossi: "Representative MQiire, Chairperson from the
Commttee on Aging, to which the followng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday, March 21,
2001, reported the same back W th t he foll ow ng
recommendation/s: recomrends 'be adopted Floor Amendnents
1, 2, and 3 to House Bill 596. Representative MCarthy,
Chai r per son from the Comm ttee on Child Suppor t
Enforcement, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Wadnesday, March 21, 2001,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
recommends ' be adopted' Floor Anendnent #3 to House Bil

84. Representative Fritchey, Chairperson fromthe Commttee
on Consuner Protection, to which the follow ng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday, March 21,
2001, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recomendati on/s: recomends ' be adopted' House Resolution
102. Representative Burke, Chairperson fromthe Commttee
on Executive, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Wadnesday, March 21, 2001,
reported the sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
recommends 'be adopted’ Floor Anendnent #2 to House Bill
3188. Representative Dart, Chairperson from the Commttee
on Judiciary I-Cvil Law, to which the follow ng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday, March 21,
2001, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recommendati on/s: reconmends 'be adopted' Floor Anmendnents
1 and 2 to House Bill 591, Floor Amendnent #2 to House Bill
2026. Representative Kenner, Chairperson fromthe Commttee
on State Governnent Adm nistration, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Wadnesday,

March 21, 2001, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
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recomendation/s: reconmends 'be adopted' Floor Amendnent
#1 to House Bill 305 and House Resol ution 67."

Madi gan: "M. Parke, did you wsh to call House Bill
1813? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1813, a Bill for an Act regardi ng taxes.

Speaker

Par ke:

Third Reading of this House Bill."

Madi gan: "M . Parke."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 1813 takes care of a
problem that 1is not unique to our agriculture conmunity,
but it is all over the state. Two years ago, we passed a
law requiring red dye to be put into diesel fuel if it is
to be used for off-highway purposes. As you know, diesel
fuel is wused for off-highway purposes does not have the
notor fuel tax attached to it, so if a farmer is out on the
field plowing, he's not on the highway, so therefore, why
should he pay a notor fuel tax. | nean, that's |ogical and
makes sense. W had made this change to elimnate a
ti me-consum ng rei nbursenent process through the Depart nent
of Revenue, however, there are sone instances where it 1is

necessary to use undyed fuel for off-highway purposes. The

Bill will allow undyed fuel to be used in certain
of f- hi ghway applications and that'll allow the user to seek
a refund under the old system This Bill establishes a

refund provisions for unintended m xing of dye and undyed
fuels in excess of 500 gallons, establish a provision for
average fuel shrinkage due to tenperature variation, and
provi des for an appeal process with the Departnent for
violations issued under this Act. And that's kind of what
the purpose isis that to nake it a nore streanlined
Departnent of Revenue for a violation. W have a farner
that has fuel and we call... he calls a fuel conpany to

cone in to fill up his tank and they put undyed fuel in his
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fuel tank, red-dyed fuel in the undyed fuel tank. He punps
it into his truck thinking that it's regular gasoline and
they find red dye init, they're gonna fine him This is
very sinple. W think that'll take care of the problem

Stream i ned how our agricultural community can appeal this

to the Departnment of Revenue, nake it easier. This is

supported by the I1linois Fertilizer and Chem cal
Associ ati on, t he I[I'linois Farm Bureau, the Chem ca
| ndustry Council, the Petrol eum Marketers Associ ation, the
Cty of Chicago, the Illinois Manufacturers, the Chanber,
the Mdwest Truckers Association, Petrol eum Council,

Caterpillar and the Departnent of Revenue. So, we know of
no known opposition. | would ask for... ready to answer

any questions.”

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. |Is there any discussion? There being no discussion,
the question is, "Shall this Bill pass? Those in favor

signify by wvoting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'.
This is Third Reading. This is a Third Reading Roll Call.
Have all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? The
Clerk shall take the record. On this question, there are
115 people voting '"yes', 0 voting 'no'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. The Chair recognizes M. Poe for the purpose of an
announcenent . "

Poe: "Yeah, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the House. 1I|I'd
like to recognize in the gallery a class from the
Wl liansville-Sherman sixth grade class and their sponsor.
So, let's give "ema hearty wel cone.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Soto, did you wish to call House
Bill 1095? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1095, a Bill for an Act in relation to
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child support. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Soto."

Soto: "Good norning. Thank vyou, Speaker. This is Bill 1095.
This Bill amends the Illinois Public A d Code. Provi des
that in a court action to enforce child support, under the
Code, the Departnent of Public Ad my appoi nt an
i ndividual to acconpany the special process server for the
pur pose of locating our... or identifying the respondent in
the case. The individual nmay include, but not need to be
limted to, a nenber of the famly of a respondent
responsible relative from whom the support is sought.
Effective imediately. Any questions?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Lady noves for the passage of the Bill
The Chair recognizes M. Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Cross: "Representative, | want to... not sure that |'m opposed to
your Bill, but | want to make sure | understand it. You
are... This is in the area of serving a summbns on an

i ndi vi dual that owes child support?"

Soto: "Correct. This is... Wuat this wwuld do is it would
appoint... it wuuld allow to appoint a special process
server to go out with maybe a Cook County Sheriff and file
a copy of the conplaint that the petitioner has filled
out."

Cross: "So it's... I mean, right now though, it's ny
understandi ng the | aw provides that if sonmeone hadn't paid
child support and you're trying to get 'emback into court,
ya know, there's a process server is appointed or just has
the obligation to serve the individual. Wy on earth would
you need anot her person to do that?"

Soto: "Because when you go out... |'ve been with the Cook County
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Cr oss:

Sot o:

Cr oss:

Sot o:

Cr oss:

Sot o:

State's Attorney Ofice, the OChild Support Enforcenent
Di vision, and ny experience has been working in courts as a
supervisor. W have a |lot of cases where the nother cones
in and she says, John Doe lives at 1415 West Chio Street.
Now, when the sheriff goes out there and they're | ooking
for him they <can't identify himbecause, of course, the
sheriff doesn't know who it is. Mself, as a plaintiff,
filing this conplaint, |I can send a friend of m ne, Karen
Yar brough, Representative Yarbrough, to go and point out
t he defendant.™

"What's gonna... Who..."

"Or the noncustodial parent.”

"I understand what you want to acconplish and |I'm not
quarreling wth that, but who's gonna pay the... |Is there
gonna be a cost to associated with this second person?”

"No cost."

"So, procedurally, what happens? The special pro... Sonme
process servers are appointed. Does the process server
then have the responsibility to get this second person?
How does the process server hook up with the other person?”
"What they wll do is... Wiat this would do is get the
special process server to go along with the Cook County
sheriff that's gonna be serving this summons. This would
be worked out at the tinme of the intake, you know,
interview So what happens is, | can say, well, ny friend,
Maria, is gonna be the special process server. Then Maria
will... | will give that information to the intake unit at
the Illinois Departnent of Public Aid, give them her nane,
address, and naybe a week or even a few days before they go
out... the Cook County Sheriff goes out to serve, they
woul d have the nunber and they would work this out, so that

t hey can go out together."
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Cross: "Al right."

Soto: "It's a very good Bill."

Cross: "I think the concept's very good, Representative. " m
just trying to... I'ma little concerned and I know we need
to nove on today. W have a lot of Bills. Alittle
concerned about the logistics and | wanna nmake sure that...
| " m gonna support your Bill."

Soto: "It's a good Bill."

Cross: "I agree wth you, the concept 1is good. I'm a little
worried about the logistics and | trust that you... that
those... you' ve al ready worked all those out."

Soto: "Yes, |'ve been there for 19 years. | nmean, | know that
this is needed in the Child Support Enforcenent Division."

Cross: "All right. So, but there's nothing in your Bill that the
person appointed as a special process server or process
server can go out on their own without this second person
if they want to?"

Soto: "No, they can't go out on their own. They would have to go
out wth either a Cook County Sheriff, which usual... he's
the one... the sheriff's office is the one serving these
conplaints.”

Cross: "lIs the sheriff's office... Have you talked... Is the
sheriff's office okay wth this?"

Soto: "No, | haven't spoke to the sheriff's office. But once in
a while if the assistant state's attorneys request this,
they contact the Cook County Sher... | nean, sorry, the
sheriff's office and it's done.™

Cross: "Let nme ask you this, again. And | know what you're

trying to do. A sheriff's officer is generally trained to
serve pro... be a process server and they' ve been to
school, they carry a gun, they supposedly are covered in,

you know, have taken self-defense courses, et cetera. Wat
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if something happens during this attenpt to serve a..
serve the defendant, the person that owes child support?
What if the new person that's com ng along gets hurt? What
if, you know, there's an acc... what if there's a shooting
or... And what kind of liability does the sheriff's
departnment have or the state have if this new person com ng
along now to... And | understand again, I'mnot trying to
give you a hard time, the concept. Wat if that person
gets harned during the course of the service?"

Soto: "Well, this has been going on for years since the State's
Attorney's Ofice has been in existence. That has never
happened. And | don't want to think that it ever wll.
It's up to the individual who's the... appointed the
speci al process server to either sit in the car and point
t he person out or get out and point the person out."

Cross: "Ckay. Al right. Thank you."

Soto: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the passage of the Bill
Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by
voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who
wish? This is a Third Reading Roll Call. Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? The Cerk shall take
the record. On this question, there are 114 people voting
‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. This Bill, having received a
Constitutional WMjority, is hereby declared passed. M.
Wrsing. M. Wrsing, did you wsh to call House Bil
3305? M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3305, a Bill for an Act concerning
children and famly services. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. House
Bill 3305 is a issue that brought to us by DCFS and there's
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two parts to this Bill. Oneis, it allows the departnent
to better admnistrate benefits received by wards of the
state, and nunber two, it clarifies subpoena powers. Those
are the two issues relative to House Bill 3305. 1'd be

happy to answer any questions. |  would answer any

guestions, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. The Chair recognizes M. Brosnahan."
Brosnahan: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."
Brosnahan: "Representative, | just had a couple questions. l's
this a DCFS-drafted Bill? 1Is this a departnent Bill?"

Wrsing: "Yes, it is.”

Brosnahan: "The only question | had, why the change? Wy are
we... why is it no longer a savings account or individual
account ?"

Wrsing: "Currently, any child that's under the, you know, the
| egal auspices of DCFS and any dollars that is attached to
that child, whether it's incone or whatever, those accounts
are individual, now And we're tal king about this 5,000
i ndividual different accounts that DCF has to keep track
of, relative to children under their legal realm and they
have to keep track of +those accounts separately, those
nmoney accounts. What this says is that those dollars would
go into one account and then through just sinple paperwork,
t hey woul d keep track, you know, who owns those dollars, if
you wll. That's sinply what it's doing. It's trying to
clarify... clean up a lot of extra work, if you can inagine
havi ng 5,000 di fferent banking accounts under their realm"”

Brosnahan: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "The question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Those

in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting

10
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'no’ . Have all voted who wsh? This is a Third Reading
Roll Call. Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the
record. On this question, there are 115 people voting
'yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. This Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. For

what purpose does Representative Crotty seek recognition?"

Crotty: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privilege."

Speaker Madigan: "State your point."

Crotty: "I would |ike the House Menbers to help nme welcone the
8th grade chorus that'll be entertaining us today in the
rotunda from OGak Forest, the Kerkstra M ddle School, that's
up in front. N ce to have you here. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: " Representative Garrett. Representative
Garrett. Representative Garrett, do you wish to call House
Bill 296? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 296, a Bill for an Act concerning taxes.

Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Garrett."
Garrett: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enmen. House
Bill 296 basically allows for disabled persons to be

included in the Senior Citizens Real Estate Tax Deferral
Act, which allows persons 65 years or older who have a
total household incone of |ess than $25,000 to defer all or
part of their property taxes and special assessnents on
their principal residence. This Bill would sinply add that
di sabl ed persons would be included in that neasure. 1'd be
happy to answer any questions."

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the passage of the Bill
The Chair recognizes M. Cross. M. Hannig in the Chair."

Cross: "Thank you. Representative, you' re anendi ng what Section

of the statute?"

11
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Garrett: "There are two Sections, hold on. Section 10, of the 35
[1linois I LCS 200/15-170, Section 15-170, the senior
citizens honestead exenption."”
Cross: "GOkay. And what's the... \Wat does that provide for now,

Wi th respect to hone... the seniors? |s that the provision

where if you're 65 years or older..."

Garrett: "Yes."
Cross: "...and you live in your hone..."
Garrett: "Yes, you can defer your property taxes and the na... Do

you want nme to go through it? The nmaxi mum reduction shal
be 2,500 in counties with 3 mllion or nore inhabitants and
2,000 in all other counties."

Cross: "Do you have a definition in your Bill for what a... for a

"di sabl ed person'? |Is that defined, Representative?"

Garrett: "Yes, we do."
Cross: "Can you give us that definition?"
Garrett: "Quote, 'disabled person neans a person unable to engage

in any substantial gainful activity by reason of a
medically determ nable, physical, or nental inpairnent
that; one, can be expected to result in death; or two, has
| asted or can be expected to last for a continuous period
of not less than 12 nonths."'"

Cross: "If... In the event soneone is disabled, as well as over
age 65, would they be eligible for two exenptions?"

Garrett: "No."

Cross: "Is there anything in... Wy would... Does your Bil
specifically provide for that?"

Garrett: "Representative, the way the Bill would be interpreted
that, if you are 65 years and older, you can defer your
property taxes and assessnents and... or if you are
di sabl ed. And that would, of course, be for those people

who are under 65 years of age."

12
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Cross: "lI'msorry, you're... this... you're only talking about

the Tax Deferral Progranf”

Garrett: "Yes."

Cross: "I'm sorry, | was thinking of the Exenption Program
Representative. | apologize. Have you talked to any of
your |ocal governments concerning... It seens |like there

could be a negative inpact upon |local governnments from a
cost standpoint, at least for alimted anount of tine.
Have you tal ked to any | ocal governnents about that?"

Garrett: "I have. And actually, the Departnent of Revenue is
neutral on this Bill. | was actually just reading a
summary of the nunber of disabled people who own hones, and
| ess than 10% of the honmes that are owned by people are
owned by di sabl ed people. So, there nmay be a small inpact,
but nothing that would anount to too nuch."

Cross: "I understand the Departnment of Revenue's neutral, but |I'm
asking froma |ocal governnent standpoint, have you tal ked
to any school districts, your mayors, your t ownshi p
gover nment s? This wll have sone inpact... | understand
what you're doing, but this will have sonme ne... will have
a negative inpact on |ocal governnments..."

Garrett: "Right."

Cross: "...and I'mjust curious if you've talked to them and what
their position is."

Garrett: "I have sent copies of the Bill and asked for their
i nput and asked if they had any problens and | have not
heard anything negative. Nobody has a problemw th this,
at least in ny district."

Cross: "Okay, Representative. Thank you."

Garrett: "You' re wel cone."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. Representative Hannigis in the Chair.
W had this Bill on Short Debate. W' ve had the Sponsor

13
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speak in favor of the Bill, and now we had one person speak
in opposition. So now we're goi ng to recogni ze

Representative Garrett to close.™

Garrett: "Thank you, Ladi..."

Speaker Hanni g: "Excuse ne. Excuse ne, Representative Cross."”

Cross: "I know we're trying to all respect the Cal endar today and
... and we can appreciate that. | think Representative

Mul I'i gan had her Iight on and | suspect that was the only
other person that had her light on. | don't think we want
to get to a point where we're asking that everything be
taken off Short Debate today. W want to nove the Cal endar
along as nmuch as you do, but I would at |east think we
coul d get around that issue of us going to... elimnating
Shor t Debate if you could rec... perhaps, recognize
Representative Milligan."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. Representative Cross, we'll be happy to
do that. Representative Milligan."

Mul | i gan:  "Thank you, M. Speaker. | just have two questions, if

the Sponsor will yield."

Speaker Hannig: "She indicates she will."
Mul | i gan: "Representative @Grrett, do have any inconme limt on
what it... for disabled people? | mean, if you're a

mllionaire, are you going to get your property taxes
deferred if you're disabl ed?"

Garrett: "There is not alimt on this, but the state would
recoup, of course, all noney that was deferred. So, it's
not |like there would be any loss to the state or to the..."

Mul ligan: "lI'msorry, say that again."

Garrett: "There is no loss to the state or to the local taxing
body because the property taxes are sinply deferred. There
is no inconme level at all for the disabled people.”

Mul ligan: "So, if you're a mllionaire who's disabled who has a

14
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thriving business and you live in a home in your area where
the property taxes are, you know, half a mllion dollars,
we're going to defer their tax? Don't you think you need
to put sonme kind of limt it?"

Garrett: "You know, Rose... Representative Milligan, you are
correct, we didn't put a cap on this particular neasure for
di sabl ed persons.”

Mul ligan: "And is there any restriction on if parents of a
di sabl ed individual can transfer the home to the <child so
they would get their property taxes deferred, when actually
they're t he peopl e t hat woul d own the property?
Representative, on the surface this seens |ike a good idea,
but I think it's not the same as a senior citizen; nunber
one, because disabl ed people, you know, quite bluntly, are
going to be deferring their property taxes perhaps for a
much |l onger tinme. And the other thing is, they could be..
have quite an inconme and... or they could have been
di sabled in an accident where they received a large claim
| think that there should be sone [imtation on this and,
you know, | think what we're looking to do is to help
people that are disabled and it costs thema |ot and they
have a |lower inconme. | don't think we're looking to defer
property taxes for people that are quite able to self

sustai n thensel ves. "

Garrett: "Thank you."
Speaker Hannig: "Representative Garrett to close. Excuse ne,
Representati ve, are you finished with the questions?

Representative Milligan."

Mul ligan: "No. Quite frankly, | think that if we're prepared to
move this Bill out, which we probably will because of the
fact that it nmentions disabled people, that it should be on

the record that this Bill needs sonething to be changed in

15
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the Senate because it is not adequate in the formit's
goi ng out of here. And these questions should have been

asked in commttee and an Anmendnent should have been

offered for this Bill because, | think, it's nuch too
| ar ge. So, | think that something needs to be done with
it."

Garrett: "No. Representati ve wul 1'i gan, l'"'m sorry, t he

information that we gave you is incorrect, there is a cap

of 25,000. | canread it to you."
Mul I i gan: "Ckay, fine. That's all | wanted to know. "
Garrett: "Okay, yeah, and I'msorry for that m sinformation, but

they are capped. Everybody's capped at 25, 000."

Mul i gan:  "All right. And would there then be sonething that
woul d say that you can't transfer, as a parent, you can't
transfer your honme into the nanme of a child, or an adult

child that lives with you that's disabl ed?"

Garrett: "There is a cap of 25,000, but there isn't... you know,
the transfer... situation is not... the provision is not
there."

Mul | i gan: "Ckay, but | still see that there could be a problemif

parents transfer their hone to an adult child who does not
work, and does not meke that 25,000 and then they're
allowed to defer their property taxes. Just so it's on the

record so soneone | ooks at it before we pass a law..."

Garrett: "Yeah."

Mul ligan: "...that basically has a |loophole in it. Thank you."

Garrett: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Now, Representative Garrett to close.”

Garrett: "Ladies and Gentlenen, | think this is a very inportant
Bill. Many residents of the disabled community have cone
to me and asked for this provision. O her states, many

states, have the sane kind of provision. And | hope that
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we can support the disabled conmunity. And | urge you to
vote 'yes'. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 113 voting 'yes', and O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative Klingler, on
House Bill 2161. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: ™"House Bill 2161, a Bill for an Act in relation to
vehicles. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Excuse ne. Representative Wnkel, for what
reason do you rise?"

W nkel: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | wanted to welcone the
students who are with us today from Judah Christian School,
they're from Chanpaign, up in the gallery. Gve them a
war m wel cone. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Welcone to Springfield. And now, Representative

Klingler, on House Bill 2161. This Bill is on Short
Debate. "
Klingler: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. This Bill was

brought to mnme by constituents whose 14-year-old daughter
was killed in a traffic accident in a car that was driven
by a 15-year-old boy who was on a driver's permt. In
addition to the fatality, another person was also very
seriously injured. The driver, as | nentioned, was 15
years old but three nonths later, went to the Secretary of
State's driver license facility in Springfield and was abl e
to get his permanent license. At this tinme, charges are
still pending on issues of reckless homcide and reckless

driving, and the trial would be held in Sanganon County in
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April. This Bill would say that, for a person who's a
juvenile, who's driving on an instruction permt, if he..
if that person is involved in a traffic accident in which
there is a fatality or a serious injury, that the pernanent
license should not be issued until those charges pending
are resolved, so that the trial would have to be conpleted

before that person on the driver's permt would be able to

get his or her license. And | would ask for support for

this Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any discussion? There being none, the
guestion is, "Shall this Bill pass? All in favor vote
"aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there
are 113 wvoting 'yes', and O voting 'no'. And this Bill
having received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is her eby
decl ared passed. Representative Berns, for what reason do
you rise?"

Berns: "Speaker, | rise to introduce to the CGeneral Assenbly the
Heritage Junior H gh School «class representing students
from Homer, Allerton, Broadl ands, and Longview i n Chanpai gn
County, Illinois."

Speaker Hannig: "Wlcone to Springfield. M. dderk, wuld you
read House 2157 for Representative Crotty?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2157, a Bill for an Act in relation to
public enpl oyee benefits. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "This Bill is on the Oder of Short Debate.
Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenmen of the
House. This Bill allows those Chicago teachers that were

told that they could only have an opportunity to an early
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retirement buyout in 1993, while the rest of the state had
the buyout in '"93 and '94. This now allows these teachers
to be able to access the "94, if it would have been all owed
for them but they were told it was not, it would allow
them now to get the benefits as if they would have retired
in '94. | think this is a fair Bill. Even when | was a
school board nmenber and would enter into negotiations wth
the teachers wunion, when | would tell the teachers that
they would only be able to get that retirenment buyout in
this particular year, | certainly would never cone back the
followng year and offer it again. | think that's very
unfair to do that to the teaching staff, especially this is
only for the Chicago teachers, while the rest of the state
was able to have that wndow for two years. | would
entertain any questions."

Speaker Hannig: "The Lady has noved for the passage of House Bill

2157. Does anyone stand in opposition? Representati ve

Bl ack. "
Black: "well, M. Speaker, |, too, want to nove the Cal endar
along. | don't know whether | stand in opposition until |

can ask sone questions.”

Speaker Hannig: "So, please proceed. The Lady will yield."

Bl ack: "Thank you, wll the Sponsor yield? Thank you very nuch.
Representative, | have sonme qual ns about meki ng any pension
| egi slation retroactive. Let me ask you a question. For

exanple, we may or may not pass this year the alternative
pensi on formula for those highway maintainers covered under
the Teansters contract. Now, if I'man |IDOT enployee and |
retired five years ago... And let wus assunme that the
alternative pension fornula becones |aw, say effective July
1st, will that enhanced pension be available to those |DOT

workers who retired prior to that pension enhancenent ?"
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Crotty:

Bl ack:

"No, | don't see that at all. If I'm given the
opportunity to retire and you're telling nme that this is ny
option. It is not going to be given in the follow ng year,
and o) now |I'm nmaking that decision based on the
information that you're giving ne, that this is it, you
know, do or die, you take it now or you can go on for a
mul titude of tinmes, years yet, we may not be offering this.
But these teachers were told that this is it. For the
Chicago teachers, we're only going to give you until 1993
to decide. So those teachers... |If they would have
realized, and | think all of us knowthis, if you realize
that this is going to be offered, again in '94, you
certainly would stay that extra year to increase your years
and your anount of dollars that would go into this pension.
But those persons that you're tal king about, Representative
Bl ack, was given five vyears ago this opportunity and
perhaps now, and perhaps not, there's going to be another
package offered. That's conpletely different than this
Bill."

"Well, it my be different in kind, but not necessarily
degree. Did the Chicago Teachers Pension System act in
good faith on the '93 ruling? | nean, did they act... You
have no evidence of intent to defraud or that they sinply
did not tell the truth to those who took the retirenent
option in '93. And obviously, sonmething happened in '94,
and it was offered again. | nean, those things happen and
unl ess you can tell nme that there was a deliberate intent
to m si nform t hat happens quite often in pension
|l egislation. You retire when you think you are ready to
retire. Then if a pension enhancenent becones avail able a
year, or two, or three, or four years later, as far as |

know, this Body has sel dom ever said... gone back and said,
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Crotty:

Bl ack:

Crotty:

well, we didn't think the alternative rate fornula would
ever pass, so those of you who retired under the old SERS
system there's no reason why we couldn't pass a | aw and
let you all junp into the alternative rate fornmula, which
could be a 200 to $300 a nonth difference in a pensioner's
monthly annuity. | just don't want to set a precedent
where if you do this for the Chicago Teachers Union, as
sound a reason as you may have for it, | don't want the
prover bi al door opened to where every pension system those
annuitants who retired prior to an enhancenent, or prior to
a fornmula change, would cone back and say, hey, you did it
for the Chicago Teachers Union, how can you not do it for
me?"

"And | understand everything you' re saying, but | think
this is a very...'

"I" mglad you do, because |I'mnot sure | do."

"Oh ny gosh, now|l'mworried. And... But | think this is
a unique situation, and I'mnot going to say that one party
or the other purposely tried to deceit the other one. But
what |'m trying to say is, obviously, they have | ooked at
this, the Chicago Teachers Retirenent Board, and they feel
that this should be rectified. And |'m saying that in
all... Wien you talk about fairness in negotiating, | truly
believe that that neans if vyou... vyour wor d means
ever yt hi ng. And if you say to a body that this is what
you're offering, and you're not going to offer it the
follow ng vyear. Many teachers have asked me when | was a
board nmenber, well, Represe... you know, Maggie, are you
going to be offering this in the next couple of years? And
when | say 'no', then that would be, | think, really a true
injustice on ny part to cone back and offer the sanme thing

the foll owm ng year, because then, I've not allowed those
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people to mneke the best decision for thenselves in their
pension. So, this is comng fromthe sane body that has
offered this. The Gty of Chicago, the Mayor Daley, is for
this. So obviously, when they | ook back, maybe they feel
i ke they shouldn't have done that to those teachers in
'93."
Black: "Well, and | can appreciate and understand that. Had it

been an adm nistrative decision of the Chicago Teachers

Retirement System | would much prefer that they have..
woul d have worked this out in their own system 1i.e., a
[ump sum paynent. But they're not doing that, they're

com ng down and asking for a substantive change in pension
I aw. And once you conme to the General Assenbly for a
substantive change in pension |law to, shall we say,
gr andf at her peopl e who took advantage of one plan and then
a plan... a simlar plan, a better plan cones after that
and then every group is liable to cone down to the GCeneral
Assenbly and say, well, we acted in good faith. W had no
idea there would be a simlar plan and we want to be
covered under the better of the two plans. And | certainly
understand that. M last question, though, what... do you

know at what | evel the Chicago Teachers Retirenent System

is funded? Is it fairly solvent? 1Is it at 50% or 80% of
payout ?"
Crotty: "I thought it was 75%.."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Crotty: "...but I"'mtold..."

Bl ack: "Yeah, | really don't know. | was just curious..."

Crotty: "Yeah."

Bl ack: "...because this will, of course, add about $65 mllion to
the accrued liability to the fund."

Crotty: "Representative, | just wanted to nention to you, too,

22


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001

Bl ack:
Crotty:
Bl ack:
Crotty:
Bl ack:

Crotty:

Bl ack:

Crotty:

Bl ack:

Crotty:

Bl ack:
Crotty:
Bl ack:

that | think the last statenent that you had nade... Wen
you get my age, sonetinmes it gets fuzzy. But they have to

cone back to the State Legislature in order to ask."”

"l understand that."

" Ckay. "

"That's the inherent danger."

"So, | mean, that's the only reason why their here."

"Yeah. "

"Oherwse, if they didn't have to, they would do
this..."

"Ri ght."

.on their own. And this does not do anything to the

state budget. This cones directly out of the Chicago
Teachers Retirenent System So, they're just asking."
"Ckay. "
"At this time, no inpact to the state. But just to be
nore fair to the teachers in 1993 that nade the best
decision that they <could with the information that was

gi ven, although the information was not..."

"All right."

“...really up front and straight."

"l appreciate the answers to your (sic-ny) question. And
... Again, I... It's adifficult issue. | just have sone
fears. | don't want to be put into a position where
woul d have to tell a group that, look, | just can't go back

and include you in the new pension enhancenent. M only
fear is this my open the door for that and then it would
weaken my position to say, you chose to retire two years
ago fromyour IDOT job and if the alternative rate becones
law, | don't think I could go back and include you. You
retired in good faith. The Teansters negotiated your

retirement package in good faith. Two years ago | don't
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t hi nk anybody woul d have had any idea that an alternative
rate formula may have been adopted or nmay be adopted at
sonme point to IDOT workers. And that's the only thing that
I"'mafraid of wwth your Bill is that it may set a precedent
t hat ot her groups would say, well now wait a mnute, if you
can do it for one group... even though you could argue the

position that | think the Chicago Teachers Retirenent

Systemis probably the nost actuarially sound of all of the

pension systens in Illinois. So, you know, sonme of them
are not that well funded. | appreciate what you're trying
to do. | just do have sonme reservations about the nessage

it my send to those in the other systens who chose to
retire at a certain point in their career, as well. I
t hank you for your very forthright answers."”

Crotty: "Thank you, Representative."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Crotty to close.”

Crotty: "Thank you very much. And although, | strongly feel the
sane way as Representative Black does, this does not open
up a can of wornms. Every retirenent buyout, people realize
that in the years to cone that there will be another
buyout. But | know that persons that are told in one year,
this is your only tinme and then in the follow ng year, that
sonme body cones back and has the sane package. Then, |
think it does set a precedence when you are bargai ni ng,
that you bargain in good faith and you stay true to your
word. So, | ask for a favorable vote."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 109 voting 'yes', 5 voting 'no’'. And

this Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, 1is
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her eby decl ared passed.”

Speaker Madigan: "Speaker WMadigan in the Chair. Ladi es and
CGent | enen, we have a special guest who will be addressing
the House of Representatives. And |I'd like the staff to
retire to the rear of the chanber. And we'd like the
Menbers to take their seats. So, if staff could retire to
the rear of the chanber, Menbers take their seats. We're
very pleased to have wth wus today the South African
Anbassador to the United States of America. Sheila Sisulu,
t hroughout her career, has been particularly active in the
field of education. After the first denocratic el ections
in South Africa in 1994, Anbassador Sisulu becane the
speci al advi sor to the Admnister (sic-Mnister) of
Education, she was responsible for advising the Mnister on
speci al projects including youth, health, AIDS, gender, and
early chil dhood education. She facilitated the process of
establishing a youth commssion in the office of the deputy
presi dent . She was appoi nted counsel general at the South
African consulate in New York in 1997, and in 1999,
President Nelson WMandela appointed her as South Africa's
Anbassador to the United States of Anerica. I"m very
pleased to present to you Anbassador to the United States
of Anerica, Sheila Sisulu."

Anmbassador Sisulu: "Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very nuch
for those warm words of welcone. | am deeply honored,
di stingui shed Menbers of the House, to have been given this

opportunity to speak with you today. Before | proceed with

nmy prepared speaking notes, | wuld like to do sone
housekeepi ng. | checked before whether Ms. Ryan or the
Governor are around and I was told they're not around,

which gives ne permssion to talk about them behind their

back. | would like to say, | always thought that we South
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Africans were warmnmhearted, which we are. W are beautiful
frominside. W |ove people, we |love our country, we |ove
guests. But | think the experience |I've had in nmy short
visit here wwth the Governor and Ms. Ryan housing ne at
the Mansion and neeting sone of the Menbers who cane | ast
night to the reception, | think we have tough conpetition
in the area of being warmand wel com ng. That's how | feel
about the welconme | have received both fromthe Governor
and Menbers that | net yesterday and ot her people that |'ve
met in this state. M. Speaker, you have a wonderful
st at e. First, 1'dlike to say, | bring greetings fromny
President, President Thabo Mieki. And | will talk briefly
about the issues that are inportant to us as a people and
are inportant to the governnent of South Africa. First,
however, | would like to talk a little bit about the trip
t hat was taken by Governor Ryan alnobst a year ago. And
this trip was not only inportant for Illinois, through what
was... what is now an established office, original trade
of fice in Johannesburg, which is ny home town, and the
signing of a Menorandum of Understanding with USAID. And
al so, ny recent information is that there are two Illinois
conpanies that are about to close and sign agreenents with
conpanies in South Africa. And I think that delegation
the results and the fruit are beginning to be enjoyed. And
as | said earlier, our country thrives fromrelationships
of people, people with people. Wat we have achieved in
the short seven years of our independence has to do with
the fact that we have a | eadership that we wanted to foll ow
where they led us, which is to reach out to each other as
one people, one nation, with many cultures in one country.
Through the negotiations that we had, through the process

of reconciliation that we went through, and are still going
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t hrough, we are very pleased that we are nmaking strides and
hope t hat we can teach the world that peace and
reconciliation is possible through truth telling and truth
seeki ng. So, | also want to say that beca... while we

val ue people to people contact, we undergird that through

interactions in the area of culture and educati on. For us,

such inportant contact was nade with the people of Illinois
from the state of Abraham Lincoln. 1'd like to encourage
you to use the good offices of our Consulate General in
Chi cago. And I'mhere with ny coll eague, Al bert, | nean,
sorry, Carl, who is acconpanying nme fromthe office. He
wor ks very well for our country in this area. W wll also

continue to make good use of the State Regional Trade
O fice in Johannesburg to further build the people to
people bridges in the sphere of trade. One of the current
areas of focus for ny president, alongside the President of
Nigeria and the President of Algeria, is to develop a
program called the MIlennium African Recovery Program
They were mandated by the Organization of African Unity to
work on a program of devel opnent for the continent. This
programis anchored on our determ nation, as Africans, to
extricate ourselves and the continent fromthe nmal ai se of

under devel opnent and exclusion in a rapidly globalizing

wor | d. Qur leaders are taking responsibility for the
programand for insuring its successful inplenentation.
The <call to the rest of the world is to join and support
this African initiative. |I'mpleased to report that the

initiative 1is receiving overwhel mng support, not only on
the continent of Africa, but also in the developed world.
Cl oser to hone, fornmer President Mandel a, and now President
Moeki have made a nove to inprove South Africa's

conpetitiveness in the global econony. This has not been
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easy. Qpening our industry and our econony has cost us.
Sonetines it has cost us jobs. But, we know that we have
to bite this bullet for the short while and that, when the
tide turns and we have positioned ourselves globally, we
will be able to be... to bring back new jobs. Qur econony
today ranks 30th in size in the world. It is the |argest
on the African continent. At the nonent, our growth is at
3%this year and projected to be at 4% next year. Qur
target is 6% We think that at 6% we should be able to
reduce the unenploynent rate and inprove the quality of
life of our people. | think many of you are aware that
Africa is beset with the scourge of HHV and AlDS. Sout h
Africa has one of the biggest problens in this regard. W,
however, have a leadership that is commtted to dealing
wi th the scourge. And our program which the UNAIDS
recently described as the nost conprehensive in all of the
continent is inits sixth year of inplenentation. Its
cornerstone is prevention. Qur point is, unless we prevent
the spread of HYV and AIDS, unless there is a cure, the
only sure thing that we can do is to prevent the spread of
HV and AIDS. |'m pleased to say our education program in
this regard, has been found to be effective. An
Aneri can- based foundation, the Kaiser Famly Foundation,
did research a year ago and found that the young people in
our country who are at nost at risk said... 80% of them
said they're aware and they know about H 'V and Al DS and how
it is transmtted. D sappointingly, however, we found that
less than 20%felt that they had to change their behavior
in order to protect thenselves from HYV and AlIDS. And
anybody who has worked on the antisnoking canpai gn knows
how all of us are finding it difficult to get people to

stop snoki ng. And even if it nmeans we throw themout in
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the snow, they stay in the snow to have their fix. And in
this case, we're dealing with a very difficult issue where
it involves the private behavior, behavior of people in
their private lives, away from public scrutiny. We...
Tal king to young people, for whomdeath is a word that does

not quite exist because they think they're invincible. And

so, the difficulty of getting young people to change their

behavior in their private lives in order to protect
thensel ves fromthe disease that could kill themis quite a
tall order. But I'mglad to say | think, also, there have

been signs that we are succeeding, even if it's to a snal

degr ee. And that sign, for exanple, is the fact that for
the first time this past year the government public supply,
free supply of condons, ran out. And parlianment had to
give us an extra 60 mllion to give the health departnent,
an extra 60 mllion rand, to purchase additional condons,
whi ch nmeans people are taking them and hopefully, using
them Unfortunately, | cannot say that the nunbers of new
infections are show ng the sane kind of downward trend as
we would like. But in sone parts of the country, |I'm
pl eased to report that actually in the |atest survey, there
is actually a dowward trend. Wat you may al so be aware
of and which | need to clarify for you is the fact that we
are locked up in a court case in South Africa with sone
phar maceuti cal conpanies. Both in... of South Africa and
internationally, the contestation is over an act of |aw
that was signed by President Mandela three years ago that
would allow our country to inport nedicines fromthe
conpanies that are selling their nedicines to us at higher
prices than they're selling in other countries. The
phar maceutical conpanies are concerned that we are in

violation of Wirld Trade Organi zati on agreenents. W don't
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think we are. And I'mglad to say the U S. Governnent,
the previous admnistration, and thankfully, the present
adm ni stration, has cone in support of our position that
the way we have crafted the law, it is not in violation of
the WIO. The natter is before our courts and we hope that
we can still find accommodation between oursel ves and the

pharmaceutical conpanies. And | am again, very thankfu

to be here. M. Speaker, thank you very nmuch. And | was

practicing... the Speaker's daughter was practicing her
Zulu on nme and she thinks it's very poor, | think it's very
good. She coul d say 'sawubona', which neans 'hello'. And
we exchanged greetings. So, with... Just to give you one
word of Zulu that you can keep. And Lisa, | hope you are

here and can renenber this one which neans 'stay well’,
'ni sal e kahle'. Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Hannig in the Chair. M. derk,
woul d you read House Bill 3214? Representative Mathias."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3214, a Bill for an Act in relation to
crimnal law. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Mathias."

Mat hi as: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3214 creates the
of fense of theft by advertising. It would prohibit sonmeone

fromputting a flier in your newspaper while it's on your

driveway. This actually came out of an incident that
happened in Pekin, Illinois, where a hate group actually
put hate literature and distributed it into fliers on
peopl es' driveways into their newspapers. |  would urge
this Body to support this Bill and urge a 'aye' vote.
Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "This Bill is on the Order of Short Debate. I's

t here any di scussion? There being none, the question is..

Excuse ne, Representative Hoffman, do you have a... do you
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Hof f man

Speaker

Hof f man:

Speaker

Hof f man:

Mat hi as

Hof f man

Mat hi as
Hof f man

stand in opposition?"
: "I"mnot sure.”
Hannig: "Well, would you pl ease proceed, then?"

"WIlIl the Sponsor yield?"

Hannig: "He indicates he will."

"Representative, please... would you please explain,
once again, the provisions, of the theft provisions in this
Bill? | couldn't hear, | apologize."

. "That's fine. Thi s woul d prohibit sonmeone from
inserting an unauthorized advertisenent into a newspaper or
periodical with the intent to redistribute this to the
publi c. So in other words, if someone delivers your
newspaper on your driveway and while your newspaper is
still on the driveway, soneone el se cones by and puts an ad
i nsi de t he newspaper, they're really stealing the

advertising services of that newspaper."”

. "So, the only concern, | believe that it was raised in
commttee, if 1'm not correct, is the broadness of the
Bill. | don't have any problem with the intent of the
Bill. But | think that it should be worked on in the

Senate because there is an exenption of persons who insert
t he att achnment with the consent of a publisher or
aut hori zed distributor of the newspaper. The question is,
what if the paperboy puts an advertisenent in there, don't
forget that |'myour paperboy, give me a call if there's a
problem with service or anything of that nature, w thout
specific intent... without specific authorization by the
publisher of the newspaper. So, | don't think that's the
intent of your Bill, to get at that problem You're
tal ki ng about sonmething else, is that right?"

: "That's correct."

: "So, would you be willing to at least |look at trying to
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address that issue with regard to the person who is
actual ly delivering the newspaper being able to put
sonething in there regarding that service of delivery?"

Mat hias: "Oh, yes, yes. Yeah, well, there... Renenber, you can
have the consent of the distributor or the publisher of the
newspaper. So, if the boy wanted to distribute sonething
and he got permi ssion fromhis distributor, there would be
no issue."

Hof fman: "Well, generally, | guess what |I'msayingis, is we
could potentially be crimnalizing the act of a paperboy
who, wunder his own initiative, wthout <calling up the
publ i sher says, hey, I'mgoing to put this in there and
puts a flier in there, I'mJohn Jones, paperboy, and if you
have any problens with your service, please call ne, paper
services deluxe, and does it on his owmn. And | don't think
that's what you want to do."

Mat hias: "That certainly was not the intent. It was really to
get to the hate pieces that have been delivered in..

t hroughout the state.”

Hof frman: "Well, | would just ask if you could potentially exenpt
that type of action, we'd be fine. W'II|l vote it out... |
don't think there's any problemvoting it out of here. | f

you'd talk to the Senate Sponsor and take care of it, |
woul d appreciate it."

Mathias: "I will certainly talk to the Senate Sponsor. Thank
you. .."

Hof f man: " Thank you."

Mat hias: "...for your suggestion."”

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? M. Clerk, take the record. On this
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guestion, there are 114 voting 'yes', and O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. derk, read House Bil
1804. Representative MCarthy."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 1804, a Bill for an Act concerning
el ections. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative MCarthy."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the
House. House Bill 1804 elim nates the el ectoral boards on
the nmuni ci pal, the township, and the educational district
| evel s. The Dbusiness of these boards w il be handl ed by
the county el ectoral boards except in the areas covered by
a local board of election commssion. The following cities
are covered by a board of election comm ssion, there's
eight of them across the state: Aurora, Bloom ngton,
Chi cago, Danville, East St. Louis, Galesburg, Peoria, and
Rockford. This Bill is identical to House Bill 2336 which
in the 91st General Assenbly, passed on a vote of 111 to 1
on March 26th of 1999. The Bill passed the Elections and
Canpaign Reform Conmttee on February 28th of this year,
unani nously. The main job of these electoral boards is to
decide on challenges to nom nating petitions or petitions
to put referenduns on the ballot. These challenges do not
come up very often, but when they do they put the board
menbers in a potential conflict of interest. The boards
are traditionally nmade up of the chief executive of the
board, the secretary of the board, and the senior nmenber of
the board. Many tinmes they are asked to rule on petition
challenges to their opponents in an upcom ng election.
Qher tinmes they are required to vote on referendum
guestions on issues that the board has recently addressed.

No matter how objectively they rule, they cannot avoid the
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appearance of inpropriety. | truly feel the nenbers of
these boards wll welcone this change. | ask for your
favorabl e consideration of House Bill 1804."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. This Bill's on the Order of Short Debate.
And Representative John Turner, do you rise in opposition?"

Turner, J.: "M. Speaker, | don't know if |I'm opposed or not. I
do have questions for the Sponsor..."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay, the Sponsor will yield."

Turner, J.: "...if he wll yield."

Speaker Hannig: "He will yield."

Turner, J.: "Representative, the electoral board that you are
creating, is that a new concept in our statutory schene or
are their electoral boards doing the type of work you're
tal ki ng about ?"

McCarthy: "No, the Bill actually elimnates the electoral boards
on those three levels and allows it to go to the county

el ectoral board. These electoral boards are in practice

t oday. "

Turner, J.: "Wait a mnute, your Bill elimnates the el ectoral
boar d?"

McCarthy: "It elimnates the electoral boards on the township.

Over here, John. About the sane seat you have, al nost."

Turner, J.: "l can hardly see that far away."

McCarthy: "Ckay. It elimnates and on the nmunicipal..."

Turner, J.: "Al right. Start again, it elimnates..."

McCarthy: "...nunicipal, t ownshi p, and educational district
el ectoral boards."

Turner, J.: "It elimnates those?"

McCarthy: "Elimnates them On questions that they would usually
handle, it will now go to the county el ectoral board."

Turner, J.: "So the county electoral board wll then take the

pl ace of those three you just nentioned?"
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McCarthy: "Correct."

Turner, J.: "Do all counties have a county electoral board in
pl ace under our statutes?"

McCarthy: "Yes, they do. They do by statute. These boards don't
nmeet that often, but anytine there's a objection to a
nom nating petition, an objection to petitions to put an
i ssue of public question on the ballot, if people object to
them these electoral boards have to rule on them And
when it's a very local question, nmany tinmes the sanme people
who voted on, |like a change in a rule in a school district
are then asked to rule on the petitions and it just cones
up looking like it's an inproper situation."

Turner, J.: "I was under the inpression that the State Board of
El ections actually rul ed upon objections to petitions and
the like. Do they not fit into the schene of things under
your statute?"

McCarthy: "This would not change any of the like... objections
like our nomnating petitions would still go to the State
Board of Elections. These are only on matters of... [Ilike
muni ci pal, township, or educational district |evel that
t hese boards would be elimnated and the county board woul d
take over, the county electoral board. That's different
than a board of election comm ssioners.”

Turner, J.: "Wiy would you think that the county el ectoral board
woul d be in a better position to make rulings as opposed to
the nore local or nore singular electoral boards as relate
to the specific | ocal elections?"

McCarthy: "I think the answer is, | truly feel that they are in a
position to be nuch nore objective. Many tines these very
| ocal electoral boards, while they can be very objective,
that we put these people in a bad position where they have

to vote on sonething many tines that they just recently
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handled on their own board work. So I just think as far
as... | nean, I'mnot saying they're all nmade... these
decisions are nmde inproperly, but the appearance of
inpropriety is certainly there."

Turner, J.: "Are there instances in your district then where the
| ocal electoral board has been unfair or biased in sone
fashion and not been objective? And is that why you're
proceeding with this nmeasure?"

McCarthy: "Well, | would not want to say that they have been
unfair. | just want to say that the appearance is there
and that even nmenbers of these boards would welcone these
changes. In the case of one of ny local..."

Turner, J.: "Well, is your legislation in response to a certain
situation that has arisen either in your district or in
another district where soneone has alleged that there has

been inpropriety? Inpropriety on the part of the board?"

McCarthy: "The ori gi nal | egi sl ation was br ought up by
Representative Gglio, | joined in support of that two
years ago. He had a township election board in his

district where the incunbent slate was ruling, three
menbers of the incunbent slate, were ruling on t he
petitions of a slate of opponents. So, he brought this
Bill forward at that tine. In the neantine, |'ve had a
school district in nmy area that went from nei ghborhood
schools to grade centers. After the school board voted on
it, a group of local citizens put together a school board
drive to say, let's at |east have a referendum question on
this, an advisory referendum There was a challenge to
their petitions and the |ocal school district who had just
voted on the change then revoted and threw this question
out. And so, | nean, | don't know if they were inproper,

but it certainly |ooked that way. Just |ast week, Wrth

36


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
Township in the Southwest side of Cook County, t he
i ncunbent slate... three nenbers of the incunbent slate
ruled to throw the <challengers off the ballot in this
upcomng election April 3rd. So, | nean, they may have

been made conpletely on the facts, but | think the nenbers

of these boards are put in a bad position. | think the

county electoral board has a ot nore expertise in

this

because these don't cone up that often. But | think in the

chance when they do cone up, that many tinmes incunbents are

ruling on the petitions of the people trying to oppose

them | just think it's a good thing to say, let this

go

to the county electoral board. Nobody opposed it on the

countrywide or even on t he muni ci pal t ownshi p or
educational district |evel."

Turner, J.: "Representative, would you agree that at |east sone
extent then, your Bill if passed, would usurp or elimnate

| ocal control fromnunicipalities and townshi ps and instead

place that control at the county level? And is that what

you want to do?"

McCarthy: "I would say that on issues that cone before

t he

el ectoral board, which are basically two things, objections

to petitions for nom nation, or objections to petitions for

public questions, | think the fact that the county board..
county el ectoral board can be nmuch nore objective. | think
it's a wwse nove, so | would nove it away fromthem"
Turner, J.: "What if there's an objection at the county |evel?
For exanpl e, soneone's running for county board."
McCarthy: "The county electoral board already handl es that."
Turner, J.: "Well, why would they not have, if there is an..."
Speaker Hannig: "Representative, your five m nutes have expired.
Coul d you bring your remarks to a cl ose, please?"
Turner, J.: "Wll, M. Speaker, | didn't realize we were on the
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timer. Wen did we start going on the tiner? s that
sonmething you just did for this particular Bill?"

Speaker Hannig: "We're going to do that for the rest of the tine,
at least that I'min the Chair, Representative, for all the
Menbers on both sides."

Turner, J.: "I would nove then, that this be taken off Short

Debate. |I'mjoined by a requisite nunber of persons on ny

side of the aisle.”

Speaker Hannig: "The Bill is off Short Debate, so if we have..."
Turner, J.: "Do | have any tine left?"
Speaker Hannig: "Representative, do you want to ask just one or

two nore questions, we wll be happy to grant you sone
time."

Turner, J.: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. M/ question was, you have
rai sed the query as to whether or not these |I|ocal boards
can be fair and objective in ruling upon a municipality or
townshi p question regarding a ballot. So that I think it
begs the question, why would the county board be relied
upon or why would they be objective in ruling upon
petitions, or ruling upon ballots at the county |evel? I
think you can nake the sanme argunent either way, don't
you?"

McCarthy: "lI'msure you could. But | just think that the fact
that it's renobved a couple |levels nmakes them appear nore
objective. | didn't say that there was inproper behavior,
| just said there can be the appearance of inpropriety.
And | can tell you that nost nenbers of these |local boards
who are put in this untenable position would be happy, |

would think, to renpve thensel ves fromthat."

Turner, J.: "ls there any opposition to your Bill?"
McCarthy: "None whatsoever. And it passed wunaninously from
commttee."
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Turner, J.: "Are there any proponents of your Bill?"

McCarthy: "Just nyself."

Turner, J.: "Just yourself. Are the county officials..."
McCarthy: "lI'msorry, GCtizen Action..."

Turner, J.: "...on the board, are they paid?"

McCarthy: "Citizen Action of Illinois registered as a proponent

in commttee.”

Turner, J.: "The persons who serve on the electoral board or the
board at the county level, are they paid or conpensated in
any fashion?"

McCarthy: "They are already nmenbers of the county board. These
boards are made up of the chief..."

Turner, J.: "But do they get paid for making the decision whether
or a not a ballot... or whether a person has the sufficient
nunber of petitions to stay on a ballot or whatever the
guestion that is becones before them Are they paid?"

McCarthy: "I think they're paid whatever their regular salary is
for their position on the board. These are board nenbers,
they're not paid anything extra for this, | don't believe."

Turner, J.: "How about the persons who serve on the boards that
you're going to elimnate at the township level, or at the
muni ci pal level, are those persons remunerated in any
fashion for their service?"

McCarthy: "They don't get anything extra for being on this
el ectoral board, I know that. They... Different
muni ci palities pay different things to their mayor or to
their trustees, sonetines it's just expenses. But it would
not change it in any way whether this board is there or
not. Many of these bo..."

Turner, J.: "Do you know if the county clerks have taken a
position... the County C erks Association, on your Bill?"

McCarthy: "They have not."
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Turner, J.: "Have vyou talked wth any of the county clerks or
their | obbyists as to whether or not they have read the
Bill or do you know whether they are even aware that it's
in existence?"

McCarthy: "Well, in commttee, there were representatives of a
few county clerks who saw no problemw th it. They didn't
think it... It doesn't come up that often, but when it does
it puts certain people in a bad position."

Turner, J.: "Ckay. Thank vyou, M. Speaker. Thank you,
Representative."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Milligan, do you rise in support

or in opposition?"

Mul ligan: "Il rise in opposition.”

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. Five mnutes, Representative. Proceed."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative McCarthy, in the situations that you
describe, such as soneone that is... would be voting on

soneone that would be running for their same position, why
couldn't you have introduced the Bill to just elimnate
t hat person as having a conflict of interest?"

McCarthy: "Because, you know, the board is made up... Many tines
peopl e do ask out of this, and then it just goes to another
menber of the Dboard. There is a set procedure for if a
person opts out, it goes down to the next nmenber of the
board, to the next nenber of the board. Many tinmes it gets
dowmn... In the case of ny local school district, it got
down to the | ast nenber of the board, finally said, okay,
"Il sit on the board and I'lIl vote on it. Because they
knew that... The others felt that they were put in an
i nproper position. So, | just thought this was the quicker
way... these questions don't come up that often. The
representatives of the counties didn't see any problemwth

handling these things. They felt it was nore objective,
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and | felt it was nore objective."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, if you were to lose this kind of
decision froma board, can't you go ahead and take it to
court?"

McCarthy: "Yes, you may."

Mul l'igan: "All right."

McCarthy: "You can take it to the Crcuit Court, if you wsh."

Mul I igan: "So, you do have another recourse if you are... feel
that the board was not, or was partial, or divisive in the
tactics that they used on voting on sonething |like this?"

McCarthy: "That is true that they can take it. But that's one of
the benefits of this Bill, it elimnates that problemwth
the people being forced to take it to the Grcuit Court
because they felt they didn't get a justifiable hearing.
So, we want to unclog the courts as nuch as we can. Many
of these people are forced into a position, even if they
are questioni ng whether their position challenge should or
shoul d not have been honored. But because of the fact that
the people, in many cases, that ruled on their petition
chal l enge are the exact sanme people that they're running
against in the wupcomng election or they' re not running
agai nst because they were tossed off the ballot, so these
people alnost feel <conpelled to take it to the Crcuit
Court. | think we have a better chance if they went to a
county board that they could |ook at as being nore
objective, that they would be less |ikely to clog up our
courts.”

Mul I'igan: "Representative, if you... you live in Cook County, |
take it, fromwhere your district is.”

McCarthy" "Correct.™

Mul l'igan: "And how can you say in ny half... in ny part of Cook

County District, that soneone who conmes from ny |ocal
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muni ci palities wuld feel that taking it to the county
woul d be an inpartial place to take it? | don't feel that
it wuld be..."
McCarthy: "I think it would be nmuch... Well, | nean, that would

be your judgenent. But | certainly can't say..."

Mul I'igan: "R ght. Wen the county is..."

McCarthy: "If they..."
Mul ligan: "...is controlling and particularly, in the political
system it's controlling, why would I... would ny |ocal

muni ci palities want to take this to a board that is county
run rather than a |local area and take away the | ocal
control, when we get no response fromthe county on nany
i ssues? Why would we think that we woul d get an inpartial
response on this?"

McCarthy: "I think because these people have nore experience, for
one thing. These people are used to judging petitions and

challenges to petitions nore so than a |ocal nunicipa

board, which may never do this in 20 years and all of a
sudden, it conmes up on a certain election or on a certain
question of public policy. So, | think that the | ocal

boards would see the wisdomof this and it wouldn't force
themto put ... in a decision-making process. In ny |ocal
school district, they would be happy to have this renoved
‘cause they felt that they were justifiably renoving these
guestions fromthe referendum You know, are not allow ng
the questions to be put on referendum But they have al

said to ne that they thought if another board had made this
decision, it would have been a | ot easier on them because
the exact people who opposed them on their original
deci sion to change the school district were the people who
were bringing this petition forward and then were forced to

rul e, again, against the sane people.”
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Mul I'i gan: "Representative, | don't think in certain counties, and
Cook isn't alone in that, but in certain counties where the
dom nance is Party controlled by one Party, that you're
gonna get an inpartial view And | think there's a better
way of going about presenting a board, whether it's a
bal ance of who would be put onit. And | think that at any
given tine, it could go against the person who's having
their petitions or whatever reviewed. And | don't think
that this is a good way to do it."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Cross, do you... Excuse ne.
Okay, Representative Black, do you rise in opposition or in
support ?"

Black: "well, 1'Il tell ya, M. Speaker, I"'mtorn, but I think
must reluctantly rise in opposition.”

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. You have five mnutes, Representative."

Black: "I can't even get started in five mnutes, M. Speaker.
Surely, you're not going to hold ne to that, are you?
Well, then vyou ve already taken six seconds off. All

right. M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,

to the Bill. | won't belabor the facts that have al ready
been made. | have a inherent distrust of <centralizing
political authority into one body. 1In ny area of the state

there is a county board that, up until three or four years
ago, had no Denocrats on that county board, not one. Now,
they do today. Conversely, | know of several counties
around ne that have all Denocrats on the county board and
no Republicans. So, if you are running for municipal
office in a small Republican-controlled city or village and
your el ectoral dispute ends up at a county board on which
t here sits absolutely no Republican nenbers, public
perception would be, [|I'm not gonna have a very fair

heari ng. You always have recourse to the courts. But |
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think the systemthat we've had seens to work rather well.
There were sone disputes in ny area on the upcom ng
muni ci pal el ection t hat wer e handl ed qui ckly and
expeditiously by the local election authorities. They
didn't have to take it to the county, which in sone cases,
are mles away. You may not have any representation from
your community that represents the Party t hat you
represent. And | just have sonme inherent difficulty in
thinking that if you consolidate all of +the electoral
objection process into one political arena, that being the
county, that you may very well... And | don't think
del i berately, but perception would be, why bother? |'m not
gonna go to a county board where 26 of the nenbers are
Republ i cans and one is a Denocrat and |I'm running for a
local office on the Denocrat ticket, |I'mnot gonna get a
fair hearing. They don't understand what's going on in ny

comunity, and the opposition Party has an overwhel m ng

majority. | think it would inhibit soneone from pursuing
an objection, an electoral objection. |'mnot aware that
the current systemis broken to any great degree. And
again, | have... M. Speaker and Menbers of the House, you
woul d have to | ook at your own area and see if you are, in
fact, confortable wth taking all of the electoral..

| ocal ly-driven el ectoral questions and issues to a body
controlled by and run by the county governnent. | don't

think that kind of centralized power is necessarily good

gover nnent , good public policy. | don't think it
stream ines anything. | don't think it speeds up the
process at all. And if you really think you' re hearing
wasn't fair, you always have an appeal recourse. So, | can

appreci ate what the Sponsor's trying to do, but having been

in this business for a nunber of vyears, |I'm very, very
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suspicious when we try to centralize political authority

into any one body. | think the current system has served

us rather well, and | think it will continue to serve us

rather well. And that's why |I intend to vote 'no'."
Speaker Hannig: "So, under the rules of Standard Debate, we've

now had three that spoke in opposition, one that has spoken
in favor. s there anyone else who wishes to speak in
favor of this Bill? Representative Fower."

Fow er: "Thank you, M. Chairnman. WIl the Spea... Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."

Fower: "I rise in very strong support of this Bill, based on the
14 years that | served as county clerk of ny county. The
county electoral board is conprised, as |'msure you're al
aware of, of the county clerk who by virtue of his office,
is chairman of that commttee by the State's Attorney and
by the circuit clerk of that county. And I think if you
had any responses from nost of the townships regarding this
Bill, they would be in favor of it. Because so many of
t hose people are not famliar with the process on these
hearings, they would rather not do "emat all, | think they
woul d rather that sonebody el se would do them And | know
we held several of those while | was county clerk, and
there were very, very few of them in ny area, in ny
district, where the other local boards, of which you're
seeking to do away with, held these hearings. So again, |
amin support of this. | do not feel like that the boards
that are being elimnated, especially in ny district, would
be opposed to this Bill. So, | do stand in strong support
of it. Thank you."

McCarthy: "Thank you, Representative."

Speaker Hannig: "So, under the rules of Standard Debate, we have
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one nore who can speak in favor. Does anyone rise in favor
of this proposal? If not, then Representative MCarthy to
cl ose.”
McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | appreciate the coments.
There was a vote of 111 to 1 on this tw years ago. |

believe the... if nost things hold true, it was probably

the Representative..."

Speaker Hanni g: "Excuse ne, Representative."
McCarthy: "...fromDanville who was the one..."
Speaker Hanni g: " Excuse ne, Representati ve McCart hy.

Representative Lindner, for what reason do you rise?"
Lindner: "I have a question of the Sponsor, M. Speaker, that |
didn't hear sonething he said at the beginning that I'd
like to ask again."
Speaker Hannig: "Yes, please proceed.”

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "Yes, he indicates he wll."
Lindner: "I heard you nention Aurora in your opening statenent,
but | didn't hear what you said. Could you tell nme what

you said about the Cty of Aurora?"

McCarthy: "I just listed the eight cities that were covered by a
board of el ection comm ssioners and Aurora was one of them
There's eight of "emacross the country, Aurora was one of
the eight."

Li ndner: "All right."

McCarthy: "And the Bill does not apply to them then and the
board of el ection conmm ssioners.”

Lindner: "It does not apply to thenf"

McCarthy: "They would still make the | ocal decisions, correct.”

Li ndner: "Ckay, thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Biggins, for what reason do you

ri se?"
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Biggins: "M. Speaker, | rise with the purpose of asking the

Sponsor a question."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay, please proceed. Last, let you ask one
guestion."
Bi ggins: "Representative, you nentioned that this applied to a

townshi p el ectoral boards.”
McCarthy: "Correct."
Biggins: "And you nentioned specifically Wrth Township."
McCarthy: "Correct."

Biggins: "Is the supervisor of that township..."

McCarthy: "I nmentioned that in comments, yes."

Biggins: "Is the supervisor of that township on the electoral
board... election board?"

McCarthy: "Yes, he is.”

Biggins: "Now, | noticed the Sponsors of this Bill are fine,
Sout hside Irish."

McCarthy: "Thank you."

Biggins: "And I|I'ma... happen to be a West Suburban Irish. But,
is the supervisor of Wrth Township carry the name
" Mur phy' ?"

McCarthy: "I believe he does."

Biggins: "And it is a he, it's not Ms. Mirphy, then?"

McCarthy: "It's a M."

Biggins: "It's a M. Mirphy. This Bill wouldn't be directed at
activities M. Mirphy engaged in as township supervisor of
Wrth Township, would it M. Mr... Sponsor?"

McCarthy: "It would not. This Bill was introduced two years ago,
and | joined Representative Gglio on that time, as the
chi ef cosponsor. The Bill was really initiated by a |ocal
school district where 1've talked to the nmenbers of that
school board who w shed they didn't have to form the

el ectoral board to rule on the question of public policy.
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The Wrth Townshi p exanpl e was an exanple that just canme up

in the | ast couple weeks that | had no understanding that

it was gonna cone forward at the tine the Bill was
introduced, even at the tinme the Bill went t hr ough
comm ttee. But since it was in our |ocal paper recently,

that three nenbers of the incunbent slate voted to renove
the chal l enger slate, | thought it was an excellent exanple
to bring forward at this time. | would bet that those
menbers of that board, | haven't spoken to them but they
probably felt they were in a very unconfortable position
removing the opponents, although it's a very welcone
position. But | bet they felt it very unconfortable to be
put in that position. And if the petitions were done that
badly, I"'msure the county electoral board would have
agreed in their decision and then it would have been a step
removed from them and they would of felt nore confortable

with the outcone."”

Biggins: "I'mjust concerned this is trying to overthrow the
results of a decision by electoral board. | think we ought
to get on.... get over it and let's nove forward and let's
go... get along here. So, thank you for answering ny
guestions.™

McCarthy: "Well, that decision was nmade before the effective

date, so it wouldn't have anything to do wth that
decision, to tell you the truth.”

Bi ggi ns: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative McCarthy to close.”

McCarthy: "I thank you, | appreciate the questions and the
comment s. As I said earlier, this Bill did pass
approximately two years ago, 111 to 1. | really feel this
streanm i nes. These |ocal people are not... do not have
experience in this. | think it is a wise nove to elimnate
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t hese boards. It does not take away the challenge that you
have through the Grcuit Court that you have today. |If you
don't like the decision on the county electoral board, you
can still go back and address it in the Crcuit Courts. M
hope is that there wll be less appeals to the Crcuit
Court because these people will feel that they got a much
fairer hearing. | especially appreciate the coments from
the former clerk, fromour Representative from Harrisburg,
and |1'd ask for a favorable notion (sic-vote) on the Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, "Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On
this question, there are 60 voting 'yes', and 53 voting
'no’ . And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. M. Cerk, read House
Bill 1957, for Representative Mffitt."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 1957, a Bill for an Act in relation to
townshi ps. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Mffitt."

Mffitt: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentlenmen of the House. House Bill 1957 is initiative of
the township officials of Illinois. It is permssive, and
if it is enacted it wuld be an opportunity to... for
townships to provide property tax relief by possibly
| owering levies or could help prevent fromraising |evies,
causing them to go any higher, or reduce or elimnate the
need for borrow. \What it does is it allows interest to be
transferred from a fund that has an adequate bal ance to
funds that need additional, additional bal ance. It
protects interest that's been earned on pensions, tort

immunity, or interest that's been earmarked or designated

49


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
for another purpose. So it's just enpowering townships to
be able to transfer interest, and it's only interest, to a
fund that's in need of additional funds. As they say, it
woul d be an opportunity to actually give sonme property tax
relief. |'"d be happy to entertain any questions that you
m ght have."

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman has noved for passage of House
Bill 1957. Is... and this Bill is on Short Debate. Does
anyone stand in opposition? Representative Hoffman."

Hof f man: "Once again, M. Speaker. W just have a couple of
guestions to clarify for the Menbers, if that would be
okay?"

Speaker Hannig: "The Sponsor will yield."

Hof f man: "Yes, what townshi ps funds woul d have an accumnul ati on of
interest in the fund? Are there any specific funds we're
tal ki ng about here, that were... that nmakes this a
necessity?"

Mffitt: "As | indicated, it's permssive, and it's probably
going to vary, Representative, fromtownship to township
what funds have really a very healthy balance and which
ones are in need of sonme funds from sonme other source.
It's going to vary wth the township. The different
townships use different funds. There's... pretty comon
that they have a town fund, a general assistance fund, a
road and bridge fund, an equipnent and building fund, a
liability fund, a cenetery fund. Those are sone pretty
comon funds. But they're not all going to be the sane,
whi ch one has a surplus or extra funds and which one does
not . It gives themthe flexibility to transfer interest
and interest only, but they cannot transfer interest on the
protected funds that | nentioned."

Hof fman: "And do any other governnment entities have this ability
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now?"

Mffitt: "Representative, |'m not sure if others do. W're not
aware of anything prohibiting this, it's a... that there'd
be any problem in that respect. But | didn't... this is
only in reference to townships, so | don't know if other
units of governnent can. | was of the opinion they could,
but I cannot name them so | don't want to answer that
wi t hout sone nore research.”

Hof fman: "Well, the only concern, | guess, would be for people
who would a... first of all, let nme just tell vyou I
generally support the concept because it woul d make sense.
Wiy would we keep a surplus in one fund, when it is needed
in another? Because the option then, if you don't transfer

funds, would be to increase the taxes on the fund that's

deling... that, that doesn't have special noney?"

Mffitt: "Right, or borrow "

Hof f man: " However, sonme would say the opposite. Sonme would say
that, well if there's additional noney that's laying in an

account, shouldn't we have a tax reduction for t he
t axpayers in that township?"

Moffitt: "But if, if you reduce it on that one and go out and
borrow for the one that's low, or raise the levy, then you
haven't saved the taxpayers any noney if you're doing it
that way. It would just be a wash in the situation that
you're tal king."

Hoffrman: "So the only thing that you're saying hereis, is if
there is deficiency in one fund, rather than go back to the
t axpayers and ask for additional noney in that fund, you
could wuse noney that just arbitrarily, or is sitting in
anot her fund. You could transfer it."

Mffitt: "It's only interest."

Hof f man: "l understand that."

51


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001

Mffitt: "It's only interest. R ght, you could transfer that
froma fund that had an adequate bal ance."

Hof fman: "Which would thereby take the burden off the taxpayer,
because you woul dn't have to go back to repl enish the other
fund. "

Mffitt: "Right."

Hof f man: " Ckay."

Mffitt: "Rght, it... in actual fact it could be property tax
relief. It could help themreduce the need to borrow, or
reduce the need to raise the levy. It could actually help

them |l ower a levy."

Hof fman: "Well, thank you. [I'll support the Bill."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Representative Brunsvold in the Chair.
Further discussion? Seeing none, M. Mffitt to close.”

Mffitt: "Thank you very much. | think this just enpowers
townships to be able to actually benefit our taxpayers.

Appreciate a 'yes' vote."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 1957
pass?' All  in favor vote 'aye'; opposed vote 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take the

record. And on that question, there are 115 voting 'yes',

0O voting 'no', O voting 'present'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. On t he Cal endar appears House Bill 1911

Representative Collins, Representative Collins. M. derk,
read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 1911, a Bill for an Act concerning
children. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hanni g: "Representative Hannig is back in the Chair, and on that
guestion, Representative Collins."

Collins: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House. " m
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presenting House Bill 1911. It sinply says, what we gonna
do is extend the word 'relative' to extend it to second
cousi ns and godparents for the child to be considered to be

pl aced in foster care.”

Speaker Hannig: "The Lady has noved for passage of House Bill

1911. Is there any discussion? Representative Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hannig: "She indicates, she will."

Bl ack: "Representative, is the a... I'"'mjust not that famliar
with the relationship status of a godparent. Are they, in

fact, a relative that would be recogni zed by the courts or
by a geneal ogy expert and should they, in fact, be on the
list of relatives eligible to be foster parents? Wat,
what is a godparent? Isn't it an honorary title that you
may bestow on a good friend, or sonething of that sort?
It's not actually a blood relative is it?"

Collins: "To answer short, yes. But the definition for this
Amendnent, DCFS definition for a 'relative', we wll
consider the godparent as a relative, so the child can be
eligible to be considered, placed, in that hone."

Black: "Is there any docunentation in the child s records or the
famly records that would indicate who is actually a
godparent? What is to prevent soneone fromshowing up at a
hearing and saying, |I'mthe child' s godparent? s there
any... where would this be listed, because | don't think
it's an official title that's recognized by famly or
bl ood?"

Collins: "No, well it has to be sonmeone that the child knows,
soneone that the child has previously lived with or stayed
wi th, and soneone that the parent has defined as godparent.

It can't just be anyone. And then we're not saying that
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you have to place that child with that person.”

Bl ack: "Right."

Collins: "It's just that a lot of tinmes, that the <child has a
relationship with a godparent or a second cousin, and we
want themto be considered. Al the other standards wll
be the sane, but we want to now say that they can at |east
be considered, so that they may be placed in that hone."

Black: "And | have no problem wth the second cousin part,
because obviously, that is traceabl e and di scoverable. But
was this, is this the |language fromDCFS, | nmean is this
their | anguage? Are they..."

Collins: "DCFS has not opposed this |anguage. What has, what
happens and the reason why this canme about is because a | ot
of times, in our community, and | used to work for DCFS and
what happens is, when you go out and you take custody of a
child, sometinmes the parent has already given the child, or
the child is living wwth a godparent or a second cousin,
but they <can't be considered, because they're not a bl ood
relative, but this child has a significant relationship
with that famly and that person has been in the famly a
long tine. So they're considered a relative, yet they're
not a blood relative, but they are considered as a
relative, in the eyesight of the child and the famly, and
the history of the famly."

Black: "Well, how would a scenario |ike this be handl ed by DCFS?
Let's say there were two biological parents involved in a
heari ng and each of them had told sonebody else in their
frame of friendships or acquaintances, each of them had
tol d sonebody, you're the godparent of ny daughter, you're
t he godparent of ny daughter, and you are, and you are. So
there are four god... four godparents show up at a hearing

and say, |'mthe child' s godparent, her father said so when
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she was born. Sonebody el se shows up and says, wait a
mnute, |'mthe godparent of the daughter, her nother told
me that | was her godparent the day she was born."

Collins: "No, It's just a matter of this. If... we're saying
that if the <child has previously lived wth this person
she's the godparent, because of the child is Iliving there
or has Ilived there in the past. So we're not saying that
anybody can just cone up, that's not what the Bill is
about . It's just saying that this child had a previous
relationship. It can be docunented and proven that this
child has had a relationship with the godparent. You can
bring witnesses in that say, yes, this child lived wth
t hat person, and now we want to be considered. Now, we're
not saying that this person is the best placenent, we're
just saying to extend the word relative to consider this
child as a relative... as a possible placenent, not saying
that it would happen, 'cause she may... she still has to
meet all the criterions, the LEADS check, CANTS check and
all those other things."

Black: "So, your Bill does not say that a godparent has a
superior claim The agency, DCFS, would still have to do a
due diligence background check, and the godparent may or
may not be selected to be the foster parent, depending on
what the agency thought was in the best interests of the
child."

Collins: "That's correct."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Collins: "W're just saying that we want themto be considered,
as a possible relative, when considering all relative
pl acenments. "

Black: "AIl right. 1Is there any issue of separation of church

and state in your Bill, since you... the specific term
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‘godparent’ is involved? There, there m ght be sone people
who woul d take offense of that. It may not be politically
correct to call them a godparent.™

Collins: "No, it's no statute in the Arendnent."

Bl ack: "Are you sure?"

Collins: "Yes."

Black: "'Cause | don't want to get into a separation of church
and state argunent here. | nean, |'ve been here when the
m ni sters wer e chastised for wusing various biblical
references in their invocation. |, you know, perhaps it
shoul d be, religious parent."

Collins: "The Departnment does not | ook at religion, when they are
consi dering placenent, but it wll be..."

Black: "Wwell, that's way |I'mwondering if the word ' God'" should
even be in there. See, we may be running afoul of the
separation of church and state clause, which | believe is
Article 1V, Section 3, paragraph 2 of the United States
Constitution, as also enbodied in the Bill of Rights and
also in a case of Suprene Court case, | think the cite was

DeWeese v. Preston, 1988 as | recall.”

Collins: "Okay. It's really the word 'godparent’ is a cultura
thing, is another word, because the child is not related,
So they cane up with another term but it has nothing to do
with the church and the state. |It's just another |anguage

that the community is using."

Black: "All right, well thank you very nuch, Representative. M.
Speaker, to the Bill. Ladies and Gentlenen |'ve been here
perhaps too |ong. |  renmenber when freshman were given

Bills to carry on their first attenpt at the GCeneral
Assenbly, and they were reasonably conplex Bills, |ike what
should the official state dance be, or what should the

official state insect be? Now we let freshman cone down
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here and carry very conplicated Bills for their first
attenpt to pass sonething out of this chanber. Now we have
a freshman bringing us a Bill that invokes the word of
"God'. | don't know where this is leading, | have no idea.
| would defer to people on that side of the aisle, who are
much nore cogni zant of these kinds of separation of church
and state powers that | am But | know there are, |I'msure
there are dozens of case cites that we could get into.

Perhaps this person should be referred to as a, a

close-friend parent or a religious parent or a decent human

being parent. But | just, I'm not sure that freshman
Legi slators should be allowed to carry their first Bill and
then you invoke the word of "God' in that Bill. 1In fact, |
t hought at one tine it was against the House Rules. But

many things have changed over the years, M. Speaker and |
|l ong for the days, when first Bills that people were given
to carry were relatively sinple. And nowthis is a very
conplex Bill and | nmust comend the Sponsor. She did an
excellent job of obfuscating and confusing nme, one of the
best jobs that | have had done to nme in years. I
congratul ate her on that. This is a very conplicated Bill

| don't even know who ny first cousinis, let alone ny

second cousin and God forbid, if | have a godparent,
because |I'm sure he or she would disown ne. | rest ny
case. "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "Well, thank you, M. Speaker. And before | go on, we've
been trying to obfuscate M. Black for sone tine over here,

but we haven't gotten away with it yet. WII the Sponsor

yi el d?"
Speaker Hannig: "She indicates she will."
Lang: "Representative, this is your first Bill isn't it? e
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didn't hear you."

Collins: "Yes."

Lang: "Okay."

Collins: "This is ny first Bill."

Lang: "That probably explains the smle on your face. So I'm
concerned about this cousin business. So I, ny whole life,
have been having conversations with ny nother about first
cousins and second cousins and third cousins, three tinmes
renoved and all that. What is a second cousin?"

Collins: "A second cousin is right after the first cousin.”

Lang: "That was very enlightening, Representative. Can you, do a
little better?"

Collins: "AIl right. You know, like you have a nother and a
father, right and then, their children are your first
cousins. So those children of those children are your
second cousins."

Lang: "No, the <children of ny parents would be ny brothers and
sisters. They would not be ny cousins.”

Collins: "The children of your first cousins, those children that
your first cousins have."

Lang: "Right."

Collins: "Now, your second cousins."

Lang: "Ah, so what's a first cousin?"

Collins: "Your father or your nother's children.”

Lang: "My father and ny nother's children are ne."

Collins: "Your uncle, your uncle's | nean, your sibs, 1like your
sibs'..."

Lang: "My sibs, into the m crophone, Representative."

Collins: "...Kids, your sibs' children."

Lang: " So, my uncle's children and ny children are first
cousi ns?"

Col | i ns: "Yes."

58


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
Lang: "Not ny brother's children and ny children. It's ny
uncle's children and ny children.™
Collins: "No, no, no. Your brother and your sister, all of those
children would be first cousins.”
Lang: "So..."
Collins: "Your first cousin wuld be your nother's and father's

chi | dren. Your, your nother's and father's brothers

children, are now your first."

Lang: "So, so wait, so wait, so, so..."

Collins: "Are now your first cousins.”

Lang: "What if | don't have a brother? Can | still have a
cousi n?"

Collins: "If you had a sister.”

Lang: "If | had a sister, | can have a cousin, but | need a

brother or a sister to have a cousin."

Collins: "To have a first cousin."

Lang: "You sure? Al  right. Let nme try a different...
Representative Dart and | now think that we're related,
we're not sure."

Collins: "Your parents... your parents need... your brothers and
sisters are your brothers and sisters, but if your nother
and father have brothers and sisters and they have
children, then they would be your first cousins."”

Lang: "Ah, okay. So, all right, so..."

Collins: "And their children woul d be your second cousins."”

Lang: "And their children are second cousins."

Collins: "Right."

Lang: "Are we all straight on this now everybody? All right, now
| have anot her question. Wat is this business about tw ce
removed, where does that fit in here? Wat is a second
cousin twice renoved, and can that person be a foster

parent under your Bill?"
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Collins: "No, we don't have anything in a Bill about that."

Lang: "All right, that's fair. So, wth all this talk about
cousi ns and godparents and all, what's your Bill do?"
Collins: "The Bill just sinply extends the word 'relative' to
i ncl ude second cousi ns and godparents to be eligible to be

consi dered as placenents... for placenent."”

Lang: "If sonebody doesn't have a godparent assigned to them when
they're born, can they get one later inlife? So if
sonebody doesn't have a godparent at the age of 8, when
you're trying to make thema foster child, can godparents
be naned at that point?"

Collins: "No, it has to be soneone that the child already has a
relationship wth, or who have, they have al ready stayed
with. It can't be a new person comng up saying. They
woul d have a rel ationship already devel oped."

Lang: "So, there was no opposition to this Bill in commttee?"

Collins: "No."

Lang: "The Third Cousins Association of Illinois does not oppose
to this, because you're discrimnating against then?"

Collins: "No."

Lang: "All right. Wwell, I, like M. Black, feel that you've been
trying to confuse us, but we're going to think your Bil
over, Representative. Thank vyou for enlightening nme on
what a second cousin is."

Collins: "AIl right."

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman from Kane, Representative Hoeft,
i's recognized."”

Hoeft: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "She indicates she will."

Hoeft: "This is a DCFS Bill?"

Collins: "Yes."

Hoeft: "So, if the ~cousin is once renoved, can DCF place them
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back? I'mgetting confused. Once renoved, is there twce

renmoved or when do we put themin foster care?”

Collins: "See, we didn't tal k about once or twi ce renoved, in the
Bill, those terns are not in the Bill."

Hoeft: "Qur effort in the state is to bring famlies together,
not renmove them She's ignoring nme, M. Speaker, |ike nost

everyone el se.”
Collins: "lI'mtrying to see who is talking."
Hoeft: "Over here."
Collins: "GOkay."
Hoeft: "All right?"

Collins: "lI'"'msorry, would you repeat your question?"

Hoeft: "No."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Howard."

Howard: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill, | wholeheartedly
rise to comend the Sponsor for this Bill. Having travel ed

across this state and hearing so many horror stories about

the difficulties that famlies have had in keeping their

young people, | think that this is at |east one of the ways
that we can help to keep our famlies together. | would
suggest, in fact, | urge that all of ny colleagues vote

‘yes' for this Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Reitz."

Reitz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "She indicates she will."

Reitz: "Representative. She sat down, she gave up on the Bil
already. Does this Bill apply to the whole state? The
whol e state of Illinois?"

Collins: "Yes."

Reitz: "Have you taken into consideration I|ike getting into
cousins and that in Southern |Illinois or... | realize

you're, you know, you're fromthe city, but have you spoken
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wi th anyone on that or..."

Collins: "No, | just spoke wth DCFS and they represent the whole

state.”

Reitz: "So this Bill wuld adv... | would probably advise
everyone from Southern Illinois to take good | ook at this
Bill, "cause | really think this has nothing to do wth
| i ke Representative Black's Bill, a couple of Bills that he
has. "

Col | i ns: "No, no."

Reitz: "GCkay, well thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Collins to close.”
Collins: "Okay. Cl ose? | would Ilike to ask for each and
everyone of you all support for this Bill, House Bill 1911

so that the wards of DCFS and for those taken into custody
can at | east be considered to stay with relatives or people
that they know. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Black, for what reason do you
seek recognition?"

Black: "Well, M. Speaker, |I'm shocked and appalled that nmy nanme
was used in debate. And I'mjust getting tired of being
the brunt of jokes about a Bill I'"'mcarrying. And | just

want to tell Representative Reitz, you aren't gonna get ny

goat . "
Speaker Hannig: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 1911 pass?
All in favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? Have all voted who w sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 114
voting 'yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. Representative Fower, for what reason do you

rise? Representative Fower."

62


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001

Fower: "I rise a point of personal privilege, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hannig: "State, state your point."

Fower: "I'm happy to have here today, fromone of the schools
down in ny district a group of kids from the Jobs for
IIlinois Gads. They are acconpanied by the teacher, Jil
Bonwell, and I'd like to give thema good House welcone,
they're sitting up here in the balcony. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Wlcone to Springfield. Representative Brady,
are you ready on 3314? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3314, a Bill for an Act in relation to
crimnal law. Third reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Brady."

Brady: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House, | bring before you today House Bill 3314.
This Bill provides for the entry into the Law Enforcenent
Agenci es Data System or commonly referred to as LEADS, for
the recording of no contact orders issued by the court and
woul d be entered by the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency
or personnel. This would provide |aw enforcenent officers
as much information as possible when dealing with donestic
situations on the street. I'"d be happy to answer any
questions and | ask for your 'yes' vote on this particular
House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman has noved for passage of House
Bill 3314, and on that question, Representative Black is
recogni zed. "

Black: "I'"'msorry, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he'll yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, | see on board and in the analysis, what
i s LEADS?"

Brady: "LEADS, LEADS"

Bl ack: "Wwell, | know who | eads, but what is LEADS?"
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Brady: "Well, that would be a m stake."

Bl ack: "So, there's a m stake on the board?"

Brady: "I'm sorry, on the board, LEADS neaning t he Law
Enf or cenent Agency (si c- Agenci es) Dat a System
Representative."

Black: "And we're not supposed to have any contact wth that
agency?"

Brady: "Actually..."

Bl ack: "How can we do our job?"

Brady: "No, we would |like to have contact in and with that agency
for our officers out on the street, on no contact orders."

Bl ack: "And what is a no contact order?"

Brady: "A no contact order is generally a 72-hour cooling-off
period, issued by the court in donmestic situations."

Bl ack: "Where, where did you go, Representative Brady? | don't
see you on the junbotron tran?"

Brady: "I'mtrying to stay in your line of fire, Representative."

Bl ack: "Your seat is vacant. Oh, there you are, okay. Ah, there
we go, |ooks nuch better. The vacant chair will not have
any ghosts voting. So, is a no contact order the sane as a
order of protection?”

Brady: "No, it is not, Representative."

Bl ack: "What's the difference?"

Brady: "The difference is that order of protections is wusually
runs sonmewhere around a 30-day period, by the court. The
72-hour period is sinply that. 1It's issued by the court
and it is not presently being entered into the LEADS
system where orders of protection are."”

Bl ack: "I thought the LEADS systemdealt only with children.™

Brady: "No, it can deal with any type of order that's issued by

t he court, as long as it's entered in by the |aw

enforcenent agency or if a circuit clerk, if the particular
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Bl ack:

Br ady:

Bl ack:

Br ady:
Bl ack:
Br ady:
Bl ack:

Br ady:

Bl ack:

county has access to enter in that information theirselfs.”

"Is the State Police okay with this Bill? | mean it's
their system"”

"Yes, yes they are. W talked at length, regarding this
Bill. The date may be in question that they would prefer
to see this start in Jan... excuse ne, July because of sone
changes that they're nmaking to LEADS system But it is
generally entered in throughout the state, by the sheriff's
departnent of that particular county, where the order is
i ssued by the court."”

"Are you aware of any attenpt to... is the state police
attenpting to dismantle the LEADS system and go to

sonething called an | WN syst en?"

"I reach?"
"IWN."
“"IWN."

"I"'s I-WI-N"

"They did not indicate that to me, Representative, when we
were tal king."

“All right, al | right. Thank you very nuch
Representative. M. Speaker, if you would take ny advice
under advisenent, |1'd like to go back to the old days, when
freshnmen Legislators carried Bills about whether the
Rat hskel l ar should be renaned. I tired of t hese
conplicated, nultifaceted Bills being carried by freshman.
This is a very conplicated Bill. The speaker did a very
good job of hiding the fact he doesn't have a cl ue what
this Bill does. Just to further nmake ny point, M.
Speaker, | surveyed all the freshman, an anonynous survey,
asking themto sponsor |egislation on what the nane should
be for the Lincoln Presidential Library, three of them

wrote back, it should be naned after Grant and one sent ne
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back, that it should be nanmed after John Kennedy. That's
the quality of the freshman class and you're letting them
carry, substantive Bills. This is a dangerous precedent,
that didn't use to be that way. And | look forward to
Representative Brady being here and answering questions on

this Bill, because | don't think that he knows what the

LEADS systemis all about. But we'll find out here shortly.

Thank you."
Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Brosnahan.™
Brosnahan: "Yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he'll yield."

Brosnahan: "Representative, | read your Bill and |I applaud your
intent on the Bill. | know Representative Black nentioned
IIlinois State Police. According to out analysis the

II'linois State Police, they're opposed to this Bill

because they're in the process of wupdating their LEADS

syst enf"
Brady: "They initially were opposed to the Bill, but they have
since taken away that objection to the Bill, because it 1is

actually entered in by the sheriff's departnment of the
county in question. Also, they ask that we nake it from a

timng standpoint, July 1 to inplenent this particular

Bill."

Brosnahan: "Ckay, now have you spoken wth t he sheriffs
association? Are they in favor of this Bill, they're
proponents of the Bill as well?"

Brady: "Yes, they are, and | did speak with them™

Brosnahan: "Ckay, now when | saw the Bill, the effective date is
still, 1it's an imediate effective date. So how have you
wor ked that out? You said that this is not going to take
effect.”

Brady: "Well, it was the request by the State Police that we try
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and change the effective start date on it. And that's

sonet hing that we are going to work out."

Brosnahan: "Ckay. Okay, it's sonething that you just take can of
in the state Senate. |If you have to change the effective
date, you just do that across the hall. GCkay, thank you."

Brady: "Yes, Sir, that's entirely possible. Yes, Jim"

Brosnahan: "GOkay, thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Jerry Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."
Mtchell, J.: "Representative Brady, this is your first Bill, 1is

that correct?"

Brady: "What would give you that inpression, Representative
M tchel | ?"

Mtchell, J.: "Wll, the fact that you've totally confused
Representative Black, who is in a... you know a rea
good. .. "

Brady: "Then |, apparently have done ny job, | guess."”

Mtchell, J.: "well, I don't know, but this is a Brady Bil
right? And you've got |ead?"

Brady: "LEADS."

Mtchell, J.: "And | understand you were a target? Is this a
conceal ed carry Bill?"

Brady: "It is not disguised to be a concealed carry Bill. No,
Representative."

Mtchell, J.: "Wat's it disguised to be then, Representative
Br ady?"

Brady: "Actually, it's an attenpt of trying to help the officers
out in the street on donestic violence."

Mtchell, J.: "I see. Well, M. Speaker, to the nonment. | don't
know whet her Dan realizes this, but in honor of the Brady's

long tradition in the House, once they've introduced their
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first Bill, it's always been the established practice that
they buy pizza when we go late. And | understand we are
going to go late tonight, so I've done sonme research for
House Menbers, and buy the way Dan, | want triple cheese,
no green peppers, and no anchovies. But you can cal
Representative Brady's secretary at 782-1118 wth your
pi zza orders before 3:00. She's already said that Dan | eft
t he nessage that he would be nore than happy to pick up the
tab. Thank you, Representative Brady."

Brady: "Thank you, Representative. W're going to have that up
in the gallery, later today with Representative Bl ack and
[."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."

Lang: "Were are you Representative? WlIlIl, oh you' re over there.

Sausage and nushroom for ne, please.”

Brady: "Thank you, Representative."

Lang: "Representative, I, I'mlook... this is your first Bill?"

Brady: "Yes, | think we've conme, cane up wth that. Yes, it
woul d be."

Lang: "So, so l'mreading the Bill and it tal ks about the victim
of an offense is a famly or household nenber. You know

that portion of the Bill?"

Brady: "Yes, Sir."

Lang: "How does this nesh with Representative Collins' Bill about
t he second cousi ns?"

Brady: "This woul d be a third cousin issue, actually,
Representative."

Lang: "It seens to ne like you' re poking fun on your own Bill
Representative."

Brady: "No, I'm just nerely trying to get 1in the spirit of
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Lang:

Br ady:

Lang:

Br ady:

Lang:

Br ady:

Lang:

Br ady:

Lang:

Br ady:

Lang:

t hi ngs, Representative."
"Well, et ne ask you a question. You know one thing
that's inportant in this chanber, and I think that we'l]l
all admt to that, is that we be serious about our own
| egi sl ation."
"l agree."
"And so I'mwondering if this does cover a second cousin."”
"Actual ly, it does not defi ne second cousi n,
Representative."
"Would it,... You put your order in? The secretary's not
taking the orders. W called. Representative, so it does,

or it doesn't cover a second? What if the second cousin is

the household nenber? It says it covers a household
menber . "

"Well, actually, it does not cover specifically cousins or
househol d... second cousins. But | believe that the court

would issue the 72 hour of no contact order to the
perpetrator involved."

"Representative, would you like to take this Bill out of
the record and give us the appropriate famly tree, so we
can figure out what direction you want to take this wth
these famly nenbers?”

"No, 1'd rather just work on this pizza issue."

"Well, oh, you see, again you're not taking your own Bil
seriously, Representative. Do you just want to take it out
of the record and anend this to Representative Collins
Bill in the Senate, because it deals with fam |y nenbers,

apparent|y?"

"I don't Dbelieve so at this tine, Representati ve.
However, | do certainly appreciate your strong suggestion
of that."

"Well, you'll hear a |lot of strong suggestions fromne out
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here, Representative, thank you."

Brady: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Brady to close.”

Brady: "Thank vyou very nmuch, M. Speaker, ny esteened col | eagues
in the House. | present to you House Bill 3314 to help | aw
enforcement officers to enter in no contact orders, so the
officers on the street can have the sane data that is
presently there in the LEADS systens, for no contact
orders. And | ask for your 'yes' vote. Thank you very
much. "

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 114 voting 'yes' and O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. Cerk, read House Bill 173.
Representative Brunsvold."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 173. A Bill for an Act concerning
conservation. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Brunsvold."

Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. Back in 1994, then Senator Babe Wodyard, M.
Bl ack's Senator at that tinme, and | passed a Bill creating
a conservation foundation. This foundation was set up to
take private noney, and that is an inportant point. This
foundati on takes private donati ons, i ndi vi dual and
corporate donations, and uses those funds for DNR purposes.
The people to the board are appointed by legislative
Leaders and they work wth the Departnent of Natural
Resources on what projects to fund and not fund. Legal

counsel in 1999 issued a legal opinion saying that the
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Speaker

f unds canme under the Procurement Code, the Public
| nvest nent Act, and al so the Insurance Code and another..

and in a situation where the Insurance Code woul d not have
all owed themto take any noney, unless they had nore than
$2 mllion in the fund and had been in operation for 20
years. This Bill corrects that situation. It allows them
to... exenpts them fromthe foundation, from enabling..

these funds are exenpt from the Procur enment Code,
I nvestnent Act and still allows the DNR to provide sone
assistance to the foundation and also allows them to take
insurance annuities if they have... excuse ne, they can't
do that anynore, that was taken on the First Anendnent, the
Amendnent that we added. And that is what the Bill does,
adjusts the operations of the foundation so they can
proceed investing these private funds in DNR projects. And

| woul d answer any questions."”

Hannig: "Is there any discussion? There being none, the
guestion is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in favor vote
"aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there
are 112 voting 'yes' and 0 voting 'no'. And this Bill

havi ng received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Representative Biggins, are you ready for

509? M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 509, a Bill for an Act concerning

Speaker

taxation. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hanni g: "Representative Biggins."

Bi ggins: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 509 provides that

the Cook County Board of Review, who requested this
| egislation be drafted, is able to destroy or dispose of

all complaints and records pertaining thereto, after a
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| apse of 5 years. Current law requires themto store these
records for 10 years. The Menbers of the General Assenbly
may recall that 1995 we passed a neasure that enabl ed the
Cook County taxpayers to appeal their evaluations to the
Property Tax Appeal Board. This has necessitated in the
Board of Review, the newy created Board of Review, holding
on and in having many nore tax appeals at the state |evel
and requiring themto hold on to these records for a | onger
period of time. This has inpacted upon them in the anmount
of space that they have, for tax appeal activity that
creates a lot of paperwork, wth |awer briefs, wth
appraisals, wth counter briefs, and counter appraisals.
So this is an attenpt, and a neasure that wll alleviate
the pressure on themto store records in expensive space in
the County of Cook, particularly the Cty of Chicago, where
they currently store them and still allow a reasonabl e
period of tinme for access to records that were wused to
determine final evaluations. |'d be happy to answer any
gquestions any Menbers may have."

Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman has noved for passage of House
Bill 509, and on that question, Representative Howard is
recogni zed. "

Howard: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."

Howard: "Yes, Representative, can you tell nme why in this day and
age we're still talking about paper, when we have
technology that wll mke it possible to store records

forever and ever?"

Biggins: "Yes, Representative, as soneone who is as astute on the
i ssue of technol ogy, as you've Chaired that commttee in
the last Session, | understand the source of that question

that you ask. Right now, the... until there is better
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met hods of storing and retaining all these records, the
only nethod that the county currently has is the physical
paper work |oad. So, naybe we can agree in the county of
board of review, since they are forward thinking, | would
guess they'll working on other nethods of storage that are
acceptable in a legal venue, as well as one of common
sense. "

Howard: "So, you know no efforts underway, thus far, to nove into
the third mllenniunf"

Biggins: "Not a, not... | don't know any for sure, but 1'd be
happy to go there with you, if we find a way that we can do
this."

Howard: "I certainly hope that is the case, that at sone point,
all of our governnent agencies wll under st and how
inportant it is to utilize the technology that's avail able
to us. Thank you very nuch.™

Bi ggi ns: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, 'Shall this Bill pass?'. Al |
in favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? \V/ g

Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 114
voting 'yes' and O voting 'no'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
passed. Representative Hoffnan? Representative Hoffman
on 2218. M. Cerk, wuld you read the Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2218, a Bill for an Act in relation to
vehicles. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 2218 has to do with the issue of the
i censure of what are called contract carriers. Cont r act

carriers, essentially, perform the function of when a
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rail... a person who works on a railroad, gets to the end
of the Iline and many tines, they need a ride back to from

Speaker

Bost :

Speaker

Bost :

whence they cane. Sonetinmes the road is long and it's in
the mddle of the night and they get in vans and the crew
t oget her goes back to, from whence they cane. These
contract <carriers currently have no licensure procedure.
What this sinply does, is it's an initiative of United
Transportation Union, as well as the Brotherhood of
Loconotive Engineers. And what it does, is it allows for
the licensure of contract carriers. It also insures that
there are sonme reasonable inspections, with regard to the
equi prent and the vans that they are using. | would ask
for an 'aye' vote. Wiat we're talking about here is, |
bel i eve, reasonable provisions that are gonna make sure
t hat people who work on our railroads are safe when they
get brought back after making a run and are brought back to
their hone base. | ask for a favorable vote."

Hannig: "And on that question, Representative Bost is
recogni zed. "
"Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Hannig: "He indicates he wll."
"Jay, | understand what we're trying to do and it... this
is just a Ilicensure, it doesn't like... for instance,
everyone el se that does any transporting of people, they
keep |log books so we know how many hours they've got and
everything like that. |Is there any rules or regulations

being put in place |like that?"

Hof fman: "This, what this would do, is it specifically with the

i ssue of contract carriers, would limt the nunber of hours
that they would be able to drive, would limt the nunber of
days that they could do it in succession. Very simlar to

kind of, some of the provisions we have with CDL's, with
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regard to truckers. You know, it's simlar, but it's not
quite as stringent as a CDL |icensure, but it's sonething |
bel i eve nmakes sense."
Bost: "Okay, thank you. Thank you and to the Bill. | think the

Bill is a very good Bill. It's a safety Bill... It is a

safety 1issue. This just puts sone guidelines and controls

that will help for the safe transportation of these
enpl oyees. "
Speaker Hannig: "Is there any further discussion? Representative

Moore i s recognized."

Moore: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield for a
guestion?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."

Moore: "I'm sorry, Representative, | was trying to |ook in the
| egislation. Could you clarify what a 'contract carrier'’
is defined as in the | egislation, please?"

Hof fman: "In the Bill, the... what it is, it's individuals who
are contract out to carry as enployers and in this
particul ar instance, what we're tal ki ng about IS
i ndi viduals who are contracted out to... what'll happen is,
like a railroad, okay? The railroad will hire a contract
carrier, and that contract carrier, 'cause usually isn't a
rail road enpl oyee, okay? So they wll contract out. If it
was... generally, if these were run by the railroads, there
woul dn't be a problem But they contract these out and
they get these firns then, who have no standards, no
i censure. Many tinmes they'll drive hours on end and it's
really an issue of safety, to not only the notoring public,
but also the people who are forced to ride wth these
contract carriers.”

Moore: "This sounds |like an excellent safety neasure. Could you

just clarify for me, wuld |andscape contractors be
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included in this Bill, if they are transporting people who
are going to be servicing facilities?"

Hof f man: " No, they would not be included."”

Moore: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any further discussion? There being
none, the question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this
gquestion, there are 113 voting 'yes' and O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby decl ared passed. Representative Poe, we're going
to read 267. M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 267, a Bill for an Act in relation to

public enployee benefits. Third Reading of this House

Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Poe."

Poe: "Yes, M. Speaker, and Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
House Bill 267 is a Bill that we passed out of here | ast

Session. This is the Teansters' Alternative Formula Bill.
This is sonething that many of us has tal ked about this for
several years and this is a Bill that would take care of
t hose highway maintainers out on the highways. Thei r
chances of having a fatality are seven tines greater than a
state policeman and we think it's tinme that those people
get the sane pension benefits. So I'd like to ask for a

favorabl e vote. "

Speaker Hannig: "Is there any discussion? Then the question is,
"Shall this Bill pass?" Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed
"nay' . The wvoting is open. Have all who wish? Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take

the record. On this question, there are 114 voting 'yes
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and 0 voting 'no'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Myjority, 1is hereby declared passed. M.
Clerk, read House Bill 583."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 583, a Bill for an Act concerning higher

Speaker

Lang:

education schol arships. Third Reading of this House Bill."
Hanni g: "Representative Lang."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the House.
Perhaps no issue has been on the mnds of Illinois

residents nore often than how they're gonna to pay to send

their kids to college. As | told you, when we started to

debate this Bill a few weeks ago, as | have traveled the

state, this 1is a question asked of nme nore often than any

other, 'Representative Lang, what can we do to... in the
State of Illinois to help send our kids to college? This
is aBill that would go a long way toward helping mddle
class and other famlies in the State of IIlinois pay for
their childrens' college education. | t bui | ds in
accountability and it requires Kkids to get college
schol arshi ps for good grades. It says, if you're an

IIlinois resident and you want to go to college in the
State of Illinois, at one of our public wuniversities or
comunity colleges, if you could get a B average and keep
it, we will pay for your college education for you. It's a
very sinple and straightforward Bill. To those that have
been concerned about this Bill, |I've spent a good deal of
time wwth many of you and all eviated sone of you concerns.
Sonme of you have tal ked to ne about the MAP Program \eéll,
the MAP Program MAP Program has only been able to help 18%
of the kids in Illinois that need it. There've been an
addi tional 47 hundred students who received a one-tine
thousand dollar award from the MRS Program which neans

that over 80% of our college students received neither a
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MAP grant nor an MRS award. There are 700 thou

2001

sand

I1linois kids that could be going to college in the State

of Illinois, with alittle help fromthe state. They

our help. There is no reason to believe, since we d

need

raft

the budget, that helping this programw || jeopardize any
ot her program And because of that, and because of the
t housands of... or not thousands, hundreds of calls I've
received in nmy office and many of you have as well, | would
urge your strong support of this legislation."

Speaker Hannig: "The Cal endar shows this Bill on the Oder of
Shor t Debat e. And Representative Mnique Davis 1is
recogni zed. "

Davis, M: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Davis?"

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Chairman. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."

Davis, M: "Representative, if Senator Fitzgerald s daughter or
son went to college in the State of Illinois, would they
get a scholarship if they got all B s?"

Lang: "Representative, the answer is yes and | know the point of
this. Sonme will say that, why should the very richest of
the rich get this aid? And | think ny answer to the
guestion is as follows, the very richest of the rich

conprise a very, very, very small mnority of the people

t hat live in 1lllinois. Many famlies in [Illinois,

certainly the famlies in ny comunity, nobstly conp
famlies where they can wite the check for a coll ege,
really can't afford to wite the check for coll ege.
think to ny parents, they sent me to college. They

for it. | did sone part-tinme jobs, but they managed

rise
but
can
paid

to

scrinp and save. M nother worked a second job, et cetera,

et cetera and they sent ne to college. Wy should

t he
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Davi s,

Lang:

Davi s,

Lang:

quality of life of mddle class and |ower mddle-class
I1linoisans have to suffer, when we're in a position to
help the kids all across Illinois? So, while yes, the
very, very richest of the rich wuld get a college
scholarship and maybe they don't need it. It's such a

small tip of the iceberg that | think it has no inpact."

M: "Representative, what about the student, who not only
goes to school but perhaps is a nother of two kids, who
wor ks and al so attends school, and just can't get all B s?

He or she mght get nostly A's and B's, but they m ght have

to accept a C or twd, because they're |life style is one of

hard work. In other words, they don't conme from
Naperville, where all of the equipnent in the school is
absolutely perfect and all the resources are available.

VWhat about people who've had to pull thenselves up from
their bootstraps, when they really only even had one boot.
They may not get all B's, Representative. Are you saying
t hey cannot take advantage of your scholarship Bill?"

"Representative, there's a couple things to say about this.
First, if you were to purpose a Bill to give all [Illinois

students who can get into our universities free tuition,

woul d vote for that Bill. But | think it's a budget
buster, first. Second, | don't think it can pass, and
third, I don't think it builds the accountability in we're
| ooking for. But beyond that, the students that you say
have to work, so they can go to school, if this Bil

passes, they won't have to work to go to school. They

don't have to take those part-tine jobs. They can study,
get good grades, w thout going to work."

M: "But they, but they would have to have all B's, is
t hat correct?"

"They woul d have to have a B average."
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Davi s,

Lang:
Davi s,

Lang:

Davi s,

Lang:

M: "And what about the student, Representative, who's
never seen a mcroscope, who's never seen a pair of weights
or scale in their school, because a school just never
provided it for then \Which group of students do you think
is nore advantaged here? Do you think those who already
have advantages woul d be nore advantaged? O do you think
that student who's working really hard to catch up, keep up
and be conpetitive...?"

"Representative..."

M: "Wuld have the advant age?"
"Representative, if the Bill said that only B students can
get into the University of Illinois, | wuld agree with

you. We're talking here about students that have already
been accepted into the university. These are students, who

are bright students, C and D students don't get accepted

into the University of Illinois."

M: "W're not talking about C and D students,
Representative Lang. We're tal king about students who,
per haps, didn't have the advantaged background that all of
your all B students m ght have had. W're tal ki ng about
students who may be working students. They may be

attending a streetcar college, where you go to school, you
get nostly A's and B's, but you just got to take home a C
every now and then and be gl ad you passed the course. You
were up late studying. You were taking care of your
chi | dren. And | just don't think you intend to be that
ki nd of person who would risk, risk taking noney from the
needs group. So far, in the State of Illinois, we provide
dollars in scholarship on an at-needs basis, 1is that
correct Representative?"

"Representative, | think Illinois has some of the need..

t he best need-based schol arship prograns in the country and
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| don't have any intention of |eopardizing those. Your
coorments indicate that you think the state budget is
prepared in a vacuum W pass the state budget. If this

Bill were to pass, you and | would join together to make

sure that need-based schol arship pr ogr ans are not

affected. "

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Black, for what reason do you
rise?"

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Pursuant to Rule 52,

I'm joined by seven people on ny side on the aisle to
request this Bill be taken off Short Debate.”

Speaker Hannig: "The Bill is now on the Order of Standard Debate.
We've had one speak in favor of the Sponsor and one
agai nst . Representative Davis. Wuld you like to speak,
Representati ve Bl ack?"

Black: "Yes, | would, M. Speaker. |If |I can find ny notes."

Speaker Hanni g: "Excuse ne, pardon ne. Representative Davis.
Ckay, why don't we let Representative Davis finish her
remarks. Her tinme had expired.”

Davis, M: "Thank you very much. To the Bill, M. Speaker. I
know that this Legislator has the best intentions in the

world. His intentions are that extrenely bright students

or hardworking students who get all B's wll be given
schol arships fromthe State of Illinois. But the effect of
this Bill is placed wunder the heading of high stakes

testing to nove certain people out of the university
system totally. W believe that our system of giving
scholarships and grants to students who are at need is
certainly neeting the needs of the State of [Illinois.
There are all kinds of grants out there. W have... there
are hundreds of grants and schol arshi ps given to peopl e who

are A and B students today. This is a Bill that wll
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change the tenor and who is in the colleges in the State of
I11inois. It's really wunder sonme of our new President's
initiative and it's to reward those who already have. I
know his intentions are noble, but this Bill risks the
nmoney that now goes to students who need schol arshi ps. | f
you look on the Internet, you see all kind of foundations
and corporations, even the Sara Lee Corporation, who gives
schol arships for a year or nore to students who are A or B
students and we cannot risk those dollars, currently going
to students at need, to provide all-free dollars to people

who are people who are very wealthy, people who have not

asked for schol arship dollars and peopl e who are doing very

well in seeing that their children get a four-year coll ege
education. |I'msurprised, |I'mreally surprised that this
legislation did not, in any way, nmake roomfor a student

who was wor ki ng and who eventually got a C, and would be
totally denied the benefit of this scholarship. And |
really urge a 'no' vote."

Speaker Hanni g: "Okay, now Representative Bl ack. You' ve taken
the Bill off Short Debate. Wuld you wish to speak?"”

Bl ack: "Yes."

Speaker Hannig: "In favor or opposition?"

Black: "M . Speaker, | reluctantly rise in opposition to the
Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Please proceed.”

Bl ack: "And would request a verification on this, should it get

the requi site nunber of votes to pass.”

Speaker Hannig: "And you'll be granted one, Representative."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch. Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
| think Representative Mnique Davis has probably sumed up
all of my concerns on this Bill and I think, has done so

nmore eloquently than | could ever hope to do. Onit's

82


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
face, this is not an easy Bill to oppose. But if you |oo0k
at the Monetary Award Programthat we fund to the tune of
about $350 million a year in the State of Illinois, and if
you'll look at out very spotty history of how we have
funded various other financial aid prograns, for exanple,
the Veterans Tuition Waiver. For many years in this state
we only appropriated enough noney to send 30 or 35% of what
t hat wai ver cost to our colleges and community col |l eges and
universities. Qur Merit Scholarship Program there were
years when we didn't fund any of it. Al they got was a
| etter congratul ating themon being a superior student and
that they were eligible for a financial award, a financi al
aid award, if the General Assenbly would fund it, and for
many years we didn't do so. If you'll |ook at sonme of the
notes on this Bill, the financial aid professionals have
indicated to wus that the beneficiaries of this Bill, very
good intentioned and a very good Bill by an outstanding
Sponsor, but they tell wus that the beneficiaries wll
primarily be fromfamlies who make $75 thousand a year or
nor e. They point out that this is nodeled after the
Georgia HOPE Schol arshi p. Keep in mnd that Georgia
finances their scholarship program that's alnost identica
to this, exclusively from the lottery, 100% of that
schol arship programis funded by the CGeorgia State Lottery.
The inherit weakness of this programis there is no funding
source. Illinois is the second-highest ranked state in the
nation on offering need- and nerit- based college financial
aid. Sonething else that happened to GCeorgia after this
Bill, after this Bill passed in Georgia. And for those of
you who have taught, stop and think about this for a
second. Georgia suddenly saw a huge inflation in grades

after the HOPE Schol arship was created. Teachers were
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under sonme pressure to bunp grades wup, so that their
students could qualify for the scholarship. Now you coul d,
you could balance this out iif you had a need-based
provision in this as well as the academ c provision. But
it doesn't, it doesn't have that in there. Thi s
| egi sl ati on, and nmake no m stake about it, tuitionis a big
part of the college cost, but all of you who have been on a
col | ege canpus know, there are neals that you have to eat
out . There are entertai nnent things that you want to take
advantage of. You have to have sone pocket noney, and many
peopl e don't have that luxury. So you take a part-tinme job
so that you can go to the pizza parlor, you can go to the
football game, you can go to the Superbow party. That
part-tinme job, and keep in mnd, while you're in college
and the course load is nmuch nore difficult then many of us
found it to be when we were in high school. If you're
required to take a part-tine job to neet |iving expenses,
housi ng costs, and your average falls below a B, you |ose
the very scholarship that hel ped you get into that college
in the first place. And you have nothing to fall back on
You've not filed a famly financial statement. You' re not
currently receiving the Monetary Award Program So the
fact that you nmay have to go to work to help you neet

col | ege expenses may cause you to | ose the very schol arship

that got you in the door in the first place. Again, | echo
Representative Davis' remarks. This Bill, onit's face, is
adfficult Bill to oppose. If it could blend sone

need- based criteria as well as the nmerit-based criteria, we
m ght then, have the best of both worlds. But the bottom
line, and | know Representative Lang is absolutely serious
about his attenpt in this Bill. But a funding source is of

primary inportance. Do you take noney away fromthe
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Monetary Award Program which is need-based to put into the
nmerit-based progran? Do you take noney away from the
Veterans Tuition Wavier Program and put it into this
progr anf None of those, none of those would be
satisfactory to anybody on this floor. So, it is with

the... it is sinply wth a deep sense of regret that after

having |looked at this in conparison with all the other

need- based prograns that |Illinois offers, alnost $430
mllion worth of college financial aid wll be offered
through the Illinois Student Assistance Conmm ssion in this

fiscal year, as Representative Davis said. W do a pretty
good job and we try to balance it out on need as well as
merit. This does not reflect that difference and it..."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Black, did you wish to bring your
remarks to a cl ose?"

Black: "Yes, I'll just summari ze by saying, it's because of the
inability to distinguish between need and nerit, that I
reluctantly will vote 'no' on this Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Erwin."

Erw n: "Thank you, Speaker. Not to belabor this, because many of
us did speak on it when we had fl oor debate before, but I
just like, would Iike to echo what Representative Bl ack and
ot her speakers have made. And rem nd people that the node
for this in Georgia, was trying to, the HOPE Schol arship
was trying to solve a very different problem W are not
Ceorgi a. We have an outstandi ng needs-based schol arship
program the MAP grant, which we need to protect and I
just... | think wth all due respect we do have a
merit-based scholarship that we just put nore noney into
and | would urge you not to support this Bill, with all due
respect to the Sponsor."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay, now we've had three that have spoken in
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opposition, one that has spoken in favor. Does anyone el se

rise in support ? Representative Mtchell. Jerry
Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. In full respect for ny
col l eagues, that are opposed to this |legislation, | have
di scussed this Bill wth Representative Lang and 1've

Speaker

Davi s,

talked to kids in ny district. And pure and sinple it
just... it doesn't say it's antineeds based, it says that
if you go to college, if you work hard and you get grades
that are 3.0 or above, you have a shot at a schol arshinp.
You don't have to get a second job and a third job. You
don't have to send all your tinme working outside of what
you're there for. You know, in education we want the best
and the brightest, but sonetinmes the best and the brightest
have to drop out sinply because they have to have extra
j obs that make them spend their tinme, that they coul d spend
studying, if they had an incentive. W0's says to say in
those other states that those grades didn't go up because
the incentive was there for themto study? This Bill does
not penalize people with need, it gives them the sane
opportunity to get the grades as anyone else. So, in
speaking with ny colleagues, | rise in support of this

legislation and any legislation that sinply says to kids,

go to school, work hard and vyou'll be rewarded. Thank
you. "

Hanni g: "Okay, now we've had... we have room for one nore
to speak in support. Does anyone else wish to rise in

support? Representative Collins and MIler, you have your
lights on. Do you wsh to speak in favor of this Bill?
Ckay. Representative Davis, for what reason do you rise?"

M: "My nane was nentioned in debate twice and | just

merely wanted to say that there's nothing in the Bill that
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Speaker
Lang:

Speaker

Bl ack:

requires these students to remain in Illinois and provide
II'linois any service, whatsoever, once they have received
t hese schol arships. And that's another valid point. W do
have a teacher's incentive schol arship, but that teacher is
required to teach in the state for five years, or each year
that he or she received this scholarship from the state.
But this Bill is nerely, | would say, a give away. W urge

a 'no' vote."

Hanni g: "Representative Lang to close.”
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. | think no
Bill that 1've worked on in the time here in 13 years has
given me nore phone calls to ny office. 1've had at | east

200 phone calls to ny office fromsone of your constituents
on this matter. Not a single call was in opposition to the
Bill. And for those of you that say, well of course,
everybody wants noney, |'ve had nany calls against the
President's $1.6 trillion tax cut. But all of ny calls are
for this Bill. Let nme also say that for all the discussion
about needs-based scholarships and I'm the first one to
want to meke sure we don't |ose those, over 80% of our
coll ege students in the State of |Illinois get no aid,
what soever . This is a Bill for the famlies of Illinois.
Don't let you' re famlies dowmn. Please vote 'aye'."

Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in

favor vote 'yes'; all opposed vote 'no'. The wvoting is
open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On

this question, there are 73 voting 'yes' and 36 voting
'no'. Representative Black has nade a request for a
verification. Do you persist Representative Bl ack?"

"M . Speaker, that would sinply waste the chanber's tine.

| withdraw the request.™
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Speaker Hannig: "The Gentleman withdrawed his request. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Representative Bassi, are you ready on
3574? M. derk, would you read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3574, a Bill for an Act concerning
carnival and anusenent rides. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Bassi."

Bassi: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | bring before the House, House
Bill 3574 which makes three nodifications to the Carnival
and Anusenent Rides Safety Act. The first change is to the
definition of 'anusenment ride' to exclude water slides and
ot her water anusenent devices. The second one requires the
paynment of permt and inspection fees at the time of
application for a permt to operate is filed. The third
change, enpowers the Departnent to issue a stop operations
order, when an owner or operator is operating a carnival
ride or attraction for public use, without it's first being
i nspected by the Departnment and/or wthout the requisite
i nsurance coverage required. This is the Governor's Bil
and is an initiative fromthe Illinois Departnent of Labor
and actually stenms froma incident in ny district in which
a three-year-old child died as a result of injuries
sustained at a go-cart track, because the track was not in
conpliance wth the changes that we are proposing. | would
request an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hannig: "Is there any discussion? There being... kay,
Representative Black, the Gentleman from Vermlion is
recogni zed. "

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield
for one question?”

Speaker Hannig: "She indicates she will."
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Bl ack: "Representative, if you take water slides out of the
i nspected devices, and those can be very dangerous if
they're not maintained properly, is there soneone else
doing the inspection for water slides and that's why Labor
wants to take it out of its jurisdiction?"
Bassi: "Yes, as a matter of fact, the Illinois Departnent of

Public Health regulates nost of the water slides, they

woul d now be regulating all of them"

Bl ack: "Ckay, that's all | want to know. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any further discussion? Then the
guestion is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in favor vote
"aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who

wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there
are 114 voting 'yes' and 1 voting 'no'. And this Bill
havi ng received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Representative Del gado, we're gonna cal
House Bill 1985. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 1985, a Bill for an Act inrelation to
public aid. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: " Excuse ne, Representati ve Del gado.
Representati ve May, for what reason do you rise?

Representative May, are you seeking recognition?"

May: "Yes, M. Speaker. At your convenience, | just wsh to be
recorded as 'yes' on Bill #583."
Speaker Hannig: "The record will record your intentions. And now

Represent ati ve Del gado."
Del gado: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. House

Bill 1985 wll do the following: it allows direct Mdicaid

rei mbursenment, to licensed clinical physiologists, |icensed
clinical soci al wor ker s, and i censed professional
counselors. Basically, what this Bill wll do, wll [lift
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t he restriction on direct reinbursement of |icensed
clinical physiologists and other licensed professional
counselors in the Illinois Public Aid Code, which right now

is resulting in the inpedinent on these practitioners
ability to practice as independent professionals. ['ll be

open for any questions at this point."

Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any discussion? There being none, then
the question is, "Shall this Bill pass? Al in favor vote
"aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the
record. On this question, there are 114 voting 'yes' and O
voting 'no'. And this Bill, havi ng recei ved a
Constitutional Myjority, 1is hereby declared passed. M.
Wnters, are you ready on 3113? M. Cerk, wuld you read
the Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3113, a Bill for an Act relating to

hi gher education student assistance. Third Reading of this

House Bill."
Speaker Hannig: "Representative Wnters."
Wnters: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3113 creates a

scholarship to be awarded to any col | ege- bound hi gh schoo

student who has taken the Prairie State Achievenent Exam
and has received an excellent in all five academ c areas.
This wll be the first year that the Prairie State
Achi everent Examw || be given. Rather than a possibility
of grade inflation, which was one of the flaws of
Representative Lang's Bill, this one will be strictly on
the examnation that is done by the state. It is a smal

incentive of $500, a one-tine grant. The estimated fi scal
impact, the maxinmum wll be $7 mllion, probably a nore
realistic nunber'd be inthe 2 or $3 mllion range. |'d be

happy to answer any questions."
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Speaker Hannig: "This Bill is on the Order of Standard Debate.
And on that question, Representative Hoffman i s recognized.
Do you rise as a opponent or proponent, Representative?
Representative Hoffman, do you speak in favor or in
opposi ti on?"

Hof fman: "Well, we just have sone questions to nake t hat
determ nation."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay, please proceed.”

Hof fman: "WI Il the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."

Hof f man: "Representative, | guess what |[|... what our concern
woul d be, what the cost would be and if this wll affect
any other current | oan or grant schol arship prograns?"

Wnters: "As | nentioned, the potential fiscal inpact fromI| SAC
is that there were 7 thousand students who scored at the
top 5% of +the state on the ACT test. That was for the
nmerit-based scholarship that we already have. They made
the estimate that probably the sanme nunber of students
woul d academ cally achieve the five different areas. I
actually think it wll be fewer students than get the
nmerit-based scholarship. It's a parallel, but what we're
| ooking at instead of the ACT, we want to make sure that
t he high school seniors that are taking the Prairie States
exam which starts this spring, wll actually take that
exam seriously. There's been sone concern that, in fact,
they may blow it off, we don't care, let's see if we can
harm our high school and our teachers by failing in
specific areas. W want to put the incentives into the
law, so that they realize that this, this exam actually
does have sone good incentives."

Hof f man: " The Prairie State  Achievenent Award Schol arship

program now that's, that's the one where they're taking
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the ACT at the sane tinme?"

Wnters: "No, the ACT is a separate... that's a nationally
norm based. The Prairie States Achievenent exam is the
one, that we have developed in the Legislature that wll
test the different academ c areas of the state done by the
State Board of Education. This spring will be their first
time that it's rolled out statew de."

Hof fman: "And it was ny understandi ng, though at some point, we
were talking about if you were to take this test, at the
sane tinme you' d be taking the ACT. Now, are you famliar
wi th that concept?"

Wnters: "Well, [|I'm presupposing, | guess, that the ACT, |
believe, is normally given after school hours, either on a
Saturday or after school. The Prairie State exam woul d be
given during the academc day. Now, it would be possible
for some students to receive the nerit-based fromthe ACT,
being in the top 5% of the ACT examor the SAT and this
one, al so. But they're taking two separate tests, tests

sonmewhat different areas. They could double up, but many

students in fact, mght excel in the ACT and not do
necessarily very well in the social sciences, for instance,
where they mght score extrenely well in the mth and

engi neering portions of the ACT. They mght qualify for
one and mght not for the other. W won't know until we've
actually had sone test data back fromthe State Board."

Hof fman: "Well, | guess the only concern... | don't quarrel wth
the concept of insuring that the best and the brightest
have academ c assistance. However, | think the debate on
the previously Bill is applicable to this, also. Because,
this is not a need-based scholarship at all. It's, it's
SO. .. | f Representative Lang's Bill beconmes |law, not only

woul d they get tuition free, which I support, if... cause
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they nost likely, if you'reina... if you do well on this
test, you're gonna have a B or greater average. And so
they'll get their free tuition plus they'll get a $500

grant and | guess the concerns of many are at what point do
we take away the need-based progranms and totally focus on
only the high-end achi evers?"

Wnters: "Well, that's the point where | think that this Bill is
probably targeted a little bit nore correctly. Because,
one, the fiscal inpact is nuch less. W're talking in the
range of 5 to 7 mllion maxi numversus the previous Bill,
which is in the 2 to $3 hundred mllion range. W can
afford this one, | question that we can the previous. The
other thing that we're doing with this, 1is we're not
leaving it up to the purview of the high schools teachers.
In other words, if they have a favorite student that they
want a help out with an A average, so that they qualify,
that's wthin their power, and we then see parents and
students begging for that last grade, so that they can
qualify for the B average. This one is nore of a test that
will tell very objectively whether or not you' re doing an
academ cally superior job, and reinforcing the inportance
of that Prairie State Achievenment exam nation."

Hof fman: "If | mght, M. Speaker. To the Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."

Hof fman: "I would just like to point out to individuals on this
side of the aisle, if you believe that the last Bill... or
had concerns about the Ilast Bill taking away need-based

noney for people who are in need of college scholarships,
this probably raises the sanme concern. | don't quarrel
with what the Representative's intent is. | don't quarre
with fact that nmaybe it would give scholarships to high

achievers. As a matter of fact, | personally voted for the
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last Bill. But what we're doing here is, once again, we'd

be taking (sic-giving) $500 to people who, academically

probably, are going to get a scholarship anyway, in sone
shape or form | think that we should be very careful and
wat ch. . ."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative, would you |like to conclude vyour

remar ks? Representative Hoffrman."

Hof fman: "Just finally for the people on this side of the aisle,
who are concerned about the last Bill, I think this would
raise the sanme concerns. And |I'mnot sure that it would
actually provide a benefit, financially, to the people who
really, really need it, need it inthis state in order to

attend post-secondary education.”

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Erwn."
Erw n: "Thank you, Speaker. Again, with all due respect to the
Sponsor, | do think that we need to be concerned about

spinning off new prograns when we have very fine
merit-based scholarships that exist right nowin the state
budget. And al so, again, a needs-based scholarship that is
critically inportant to provide access for mnority
students, as well as any |lowincone students in the state.
So, again, with all due respect, | would urge you not to
support this."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Mni que Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."

Davis, M: "Representative Wnters, where are you?"

Wnters: "R ght here, behind you."

Davis, M: "Ch, hi there. 1In giving this scholarship is there
anything that would require the student to remain in
II'linois for any particular period of tinme and be a

contributor, either work wi se, or tax w se?"
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Wnters: "They certainly have to stay here during their college
career when they're using the noney. But, just |ike al nost

any other scholarship that we have, other than nedica

school, those are the only ones that |I'm aware of that
require a post-graduation tenure in the State of Illinois."

Davis, M: "lIs there a budget appropriation at this point for
this Bill?"

Wnters: "There is not."

Davis, M: "Wll, Representative, where wll the noney cone
fronf"

Wnters: "Qoviously, from the growh of the econony as we're

seei ng such a strong econony. That's up for negotiation.
We hope to pass it out for continued discussion. It is not
in this year's budget. But we think if we put the enabling
| egislation in place, then we fund it next year."

Davis, M: "Ckay. To the Bill, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."

Davis, M: "First, I'd |like to cormmend the former Sponsor of that
| egi sl ation, offering scholarships to students who get B's.
And | comend the current Sponsor who wants to offer
schol arshi ps of $5 hundred to students who get a particul ar
grade on a test. Now, we know on the surface, this sounds
very good and very noble, and we all want our students to
do exceedingly well, and to get all As and all B's.
Unfortunately, that does not happen for many of us. There
are many contributing nenbers of society in the State of
I[llinois who graduated without getting all A's or B's, or
passing any of these high stakes tests. One of the
obj ectives of the high stakes test is to decide that only a
certain group, at one point, wll be educated. That kid,
perhaps, who lives on a farm who went to alnmost a little

one-room school house and didn't have all of the sane
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opportunities as sone of our suburban, wurban education
centers wll not hardly get all A's or B's on a test, and
will not be the top scorers in that body, which wll
elimnate him from the possibility of getting this
scholarship. | agree with those who say let's do what we
can to even the playing field and to give equal educati onal
opportunity to all. Let's not further the divide by
rewar di ng those who have al ready been rewarded, by saying,

we know you had every advantage, we know you went to the

top schools, we know you don't have to work to go to

school, vyou can just study, and here again, you are going
to be rewarded. I know  your i nt ent IS nobl e,
Representative, but it does not help the State of Illinois

when we push out those students whose advantages have not
been equal, when we push out the student who has had no
m croscope in his school, when we push out the student who
has not had an opportunity to use weights and bal ances in
cl ass, but to give another advantage to students who have
it all. W'd love to do that. | don't think we should
provide that in the State of Illinois' |egislation. There
are a nunber of private schol arshi ps avail able, four-year
schol arshi ps, thousands of dollar scholarships, to any
student who gets A's or B's. And | can nane sone for you

| can nane a nunber of themfor you. But the majority of
our students in the State of Illinois cone from backgrounds
that are not necessarily advantaged. Can they get B's? O
course, they can. Do they get B s? Yes, but all B's? No,
they just can't do that, because their background did not
lead themto that advantage. Plus, Representatives, do
teachers subjectively grade at the sanme level? |Is a B at
the University of Illinois the same as a B in Kennedy King

Col | ege? You know, how do you justify the subjectivity of
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the grades? | urge a 'no' vote."

Speaker Hannig: "W've had three speak in opposition. And under
the rules that provide that there could be two additional,
to speak in favor. Representative Jerry Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | believe the |ast
speaker kind of got off on alittle different tangent and
sonme of her remarks | certainly understand and agree wth,
but this is not... this doesn't have anything to do with
grades. At this point, if you study hard and get good
grades, vyes, you're going to do a better job, but this
rewards achi evenent on a Prairie State Achievenent Award,
which is brand new. You have to do it in all five academc
ar eas. And if you do that, vyou're going to get a $5
hundred reward. Well, nunber one, the cost of this is not
going to be that expensive. But what a great incentive for
kids in high school that want to go to college to get just
alittle bit of help. Doesn't make any difference whether

they're from the elite and the rich, or fromsoneone

working on a farm And by the way, I don't know of too
many one-room school houses left in Illinois. | think those
are pretty well elimnated. W have sone small school s,

smal | classes, and sonetines they get nore help, but this
rewards their efforts on a new achi evenent test that we are
trying sonehow, soneway, to give incentive to kids to take
it seriously. | can't think of anything that would nake

them nore serious about their attenpt to do well on an exam

than to say, if you do well, we're going to reward you with
a little bit of help as you continue with your education
career. It's a good Bill. It won't be as expensive as the
last Bill. In fact, it won't be real expensive at all.

But, it certainly does add sone incentive to a problemthat

the State Board of Education has right now How are we
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going to get the kids to take this test seriously? | urge
an 'aye' vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Wnters to close.”

Wnters: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Again, this is a very
i nexpensive, but | think very critical statenent to nmake to
t he students of our high schools that they take the Prairie
State Achi evenent exam nation very seriously. It is a
token nonetary award. |'ve got two kids in college, and |
know that $5 hundred is not going to pay their tuition for
one senester. It won't even pay for their books for one
senester, but it will nmake a gesture that we are trying to
make the Prairie State Achievenent exam nation a critical
test for them to take it seriously, and | urge the
adoption of this Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 111 voting 'yes', and 1 voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative Flowers, for
what reason do you arise?"

Fl owers: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would |like for the record to
reflect, that had I been at ny desk, | would have voted
'no’ on Representative Lang's Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "The record will reflect vyour intentions,
Representative. And Representative Wnkel, for what reason
do you rise?"

W nkel: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |I'd like to welcone the 98
students from the Urbana Adult Education here today.
They're up in the gallery."

Speaker Hannig: "Welcone to Springfield. And now, Representative
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Fow er. Representative Fow er, we're going to call House
Bill 3055. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3055, a Bill for an Act in relation to
children. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Fow er."

Fow er: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3055 is a Bill that,
unfortunately, was brought about by a tragic occurrence
down in ny district. It resulted in the death of an
ei ght-year-old child. Sinmply, what this Bill does, it
directs that once DCFS has received a report of alleged
abuse of a student, that they conduct an investigation into
this and that within 10 days of the conpletion of a report,
that they submt a copy of that back to the school where
that student attends. It also requires that that becone a
part of that student's record, and stays w th hi m wherever
he goes. In this particular case, the young boy was a
student at a neighboring school in a nearby county. There
had been reports of abuse toward himthere, that was not
included in his school record. Consequently, when he went
to another county, just probably 10 or 12 mles away, it
was while in attendance there, that he becane a victim of
abuse. He ended up nurdered, and the body was stuffed in a
suitcase, where it was discovered |later. There's no known
opposition to this Bill. DCFSis onboard with it. And |
woul d be prepared to answer any questions that you m ght
have. "

Speaker Hannig: "And on that question, Representative Black is
recogni zed. "

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."

Bl ack: "Yeah. Representative, |... excuse ne. | think your Bil
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Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

is a good one. Let ne try and nmake sure | understand sone
of the things that happen if the Bill becones |[aw The
school gets a record of the investigation. Now, what does
the school do with that? Can it be shared with staff, or
is it wunder lock and key in the student's transcript and
records?"

"It goes into t he student's transcri pt record,
Representative."

"So, if | understand it, the purpose is then, if the child
is taken out of that school by the parents, assum ng that
the parents are able to retain care and custody of the
child after abuse, if so they nove to another town, the
records then go with the student. The new school that that
student enrolls in... is the purpose to alert them to the
fact that there nmay be an abusive rel ationship, and that
t hey should nonitor the child nore cl osel y?"

"Absolutely. In this case, Representative Black, the
child was enrolled at school A, which was only about 12
mles fromschool B. Wen he went from A to B, the
officials at school B was not aware of the former abuse,
and there was no red flags. Wl now, under this proposal,

t hey woul d have a copy of that record and it would alert

t hem "
" Ckay. In any of the testinony... Excuse ne. |In any of
the testinmony on the Bill, did the agency bring up any of

the privacy factors that are so often quoted, as to why
these reports generally are not nade available to the..

even the mandated reporter? Are there any concerns about a
violation of a... a potential violation of the right of
privacy in your Bill? | don't think so. l"'m asking if
anybody contacted you on behalf of the agency, or a state's

attorney, that indicated they m ght have sone concerns,
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that this information could be m sused?"

Fower: "No. As |I've stated, DCFS is in agreement wth this
Bill. One of their concerns was that if in the course of
an investigation sonething of a confidential nature that
was noot to that, such as, possibly, one of the parents had

a termnal disease or sonething, that that would not be

made part of the report.”

Bl ack: "Ckay. Al right. Representative, | congratul ate you.
think this Bill makes em nent good sense. I'ma little bit
jealous. 1've had the sane kinds of problens, | should

have done what you have done and Sponsor |egislation.
There's nothing that nmakes a mandated reporter nor e
cynical, than to do what we mandate themto do, and then
they never find out whether t he i nvestigation was

conpleted, whether or not anything' s been done. And when

they call, they're often told, we <can't share that wth
you. So, they spend the rest of the school year wondering
if, in fact, the <child is being watched over, and
hopefully, will be safe. | think your Bill goes a | ong way

toward show ng school personnel who are nandated reporters
that, in fact, the agency Wil | i nvestigate, does
investigate, and that they wll be able to nake certain
then, that the child is receiving some kind of oversight
protection and care. | think it's a great Bill. |
congratul ate you."

Fowl er: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Jerry Mtchell. For what reason

do you rise?"

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "Indicates he will."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative, | echo ny colleague's comments.
|, certainly, am supportive of your Bill. However, | do
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Fowl er:

M t chel

Fowl er:

M t chel

Fowl er:

Speaker

have one question. When the reporting is done back to the
school, whose office will that be reported to?"

"The records cust odi an, Representati ve, of t hat
facility."
[, J.: "Ckay. In nost school districts you'll have the
school superintendent's office, and there'll be records
stored there. You'll also have the principal's office of a
particul ar school, sonetines you'll have a counsel or. And
sone of our elenentary schools even have counsel ors, now.

Wi ch of those folks will get this report?"

"Ckay. Whoever is a... desighated as the records
cust odi an. "
I, J.: "Ckay. So, it's going to be a designated person,
not one that just sinply goes... You know, sonetines | have
concerns with the protection of the famly. Sonet i mes
unfounded reports reflect badly sonetines as well. And I

woul d hate for sonme of these reports to becone conversation
in the teachers' |ounge, for instance. Ya know, | know
that we'll have a | ot of individual be concerned with that.
However, that does not weigh anywhere close to the other
side, howinportant it is to make sure that child care

providers wunderstand that their reports and reports of

others are followed up and are reported on. And | think
that's very, very i nportant, especially for our
el enentary-aged children. And I, certainly, comrend you
for your Bill. Thank you."

"Thank you."

Hannig: "lIs there any further discussion? There being
none, then the question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting i s open.

Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the record. On this
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guestion, there are 111 voting 'yes', and 0O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
i's hereby decl ared passed. Representative Johnson, we're

going to read House Bill 390. M. Cderk. Excuse ne.

Representative Myers. For what reason do you rise?"

Myers: "A point of personal privilege, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hannig: "Yes, state your point."

Myers: "I would like to call the Body's attention to the back of
t he chanber. We have 15 students and 2 faculty nmenbers.
The students are enrolled at Western Illinois University in

the Centennial Honors College Program And they are
involved in a course called, Inside State Governnent. They
have been in Springfield today and listened to a nunber of
speakers, i ncl udi ng your own, M. Tim Mpes, and
Representative Ryder, fromthis Body. And | wuld like to
have the Body help nme wel cone the 15 students from Western
II'linois University here today."

Speaker Hannig: "Welcone to Springfield. M. derk, read House
Bill 390."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 390, a Bill for an Act concerning forest
preserve districts. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Johnson."

Johnson: "Yes, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. House Bil
390 is a DuPage County initiative, as it relates to
construction of new highways that, potentially, would have
the inpact of bisecting forest preserve properties. What
House Bill 390 does is, basically, it states that if a
absolutely new roadway is planned, and if it is planned to
bi sect a forest preserve, an existing forest preserve, that
it would require, first of all, a public referendum
approving the construction of such new highway. Further,

it would provide that additions or wdening to existing
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roadways that bisect or that go through forest preserve
districts would, in fact, require a super mgjority of the
board of conmm ssioners in order to nove ahead with that
type of widening. This Bill applies only to DuPage County.
It has the unani nous consent of the DuPage County Board of
Forest Preserve Comm ssioners. And, as far as | know,
there is no opposition.™
Speaker Hannig: "And on that question, Representative Hartke 1is
recogni zed. "
Hartke: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."
Hart ke: "Yeah. Wuld this apply to all of DuPage County, or
t hroughout the state?"

Johnson: "Just DuPage County."
Hartke: "Wat kind of..."

Johnson: "Counties in excess of 750 thousand."
Hartke: "Wat kind of a problemare you trying to sol ve?"
Johnson: "Well. You know.. As you know, DuPage County is

becomi ng nore and nore congested, as tine goes by. W now
have, | think, close to a mllion people there. And there
has been pressure in the past to try to put new roadways
t hrough existing forest preserves, and this is to clear
this up once and for all. W pass... In DuPage County, to
our credit, I think, we have passed a nunber of very
expensi ve bond issues, people supporting open space. And
basically, what it says here is, that 'you know, where we
have commtted this to permanent open space, you know, if
you're going to turn around and then construct a highway
t hrough that open space and disrupt it, at |east go back to
the people who paid for it and request that."
Hartke: "So, this wll require a referendun?”

Johnson: "Yes, new construction of a highway."
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Hartke: "Wat about w dening and resurfacing and..."
Johnson: "No, that would require a super majority of the board of

forest preserve comm ssioners.”

Hartke: "So, just a two-thirds vote of the comm ssioners...,"

Johnson: "That's right. That's right."

Hartke: "...could vote for inprovenents, but for a newroad..."

Johnson: "That's right. This would not affect easenents, and
wi deni ng, and those sorts of things, where you have the
super mgjority of the board of conm ssioners approving
t hat. "

Hartke: "Does this add the provision about selling or |easing
land for..."

Johnson: "No."

Hartke: "That's current |aw?"

Johnson: "Right."

Hartke: "Okay. | have no further questions."”

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he'll yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, one point for clarification, follow ng up
on Representative Hartke's discussion. At sonme point, |
think, inthe original Bill, downstate forest preserve
districts or conservation districts, had sonme concerns that
it mght inpact them It's ny understanding that your
Amendnent . .. "

Johnson: "The Amendnent sinply makes this..."

Black: "...clarifies and nakes this applicable to the DuPage..."

Johnson: "That's correct.”

Bl ack: "Coun... Okay. Thank you very nuch."

Johnson: "That's correct.”
Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any further discussion? There being
none, the question is, 'Shall this Bill pass? Al in
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favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al

voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 113 voting 'yes', and 0O voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. derk, would you read House

Bill 795, for Representative Scott?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 795, a Bill for an Act concerning

Speaker

Scott:

education. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hanni g: "Representative Scott."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 795 is a Bill that has passed out of
this chanber on, | believe, three occasions before. What
it would do would be to ower the conpulsory school age
from seven to six. The reasoning... Actually, this canme
froman elenmentary school teacher in Rockford, severa
years ago, brought to ny attention that she had severa
students who were getting to her in first grade that were
already substantially behind in terns of the reading and
other skills that they needed to be successful 1in school.
And what it did was, it ended up not only being bad for the
rest of the classroom but it was also terribly bad for
t hose individual students. W're spending a lot of noney
and a lot of time now, on things like early chil dhood
education, on things |like Headstart. And it doesn't really
make a | ot of sense for us to then say, now you' ve reached
the age of five, we'll see you in a couple of years, you
know, take some tine off. Because fromeverything that we
read, we knowthat this is an issue where if you |l et sone
of these skills deteriorate or you don't <continue to
inprove on them all the tinme, that you'll end up | osing

them And so, | really think, with everything else that
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we're doing in the way of early childhood education, it
makes sense to | ower the age back to six where it wused to
be. This is sonmething, where |I'mnot sure there... |'ve
never been contacted, by anybody in ternms of opposition
from any organized group to this particular Bill. And it
passed out of conmttee on a vote of 12 to 2. And 1'd
appreci ate your support.”
Speaker Hannig: "This Bill's on the Oder of Standard Debate.
Representative Black is recognized."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"
Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he will."
Bl ack: "Representative, certainly don't quarrel with the intent
of your Bill, but 1I1've noticed a trend, lately, in

downstate schools, declining enrollment in the upper

gr ades. But suddenly, we are seeing an influx of children
into kindergarten and the primary... the elenentary grades.
Now, if this Bill beconmes law, will we... Do we have any

plans to give districts additional noney? Because the one
thing that woul d be devastating to a youngster is to be put
into a class with 38 kids and one teacher. And I know ny
home district had to split a first grade |ast year, and
luckily, they were able to hire a teacher and do that.
But, | nean, that's the only fear that | have. Wat
happens if you get a large influx into your district or
m ne? The school district didn't anticipate that. They
didn't hire enough teachers, and all of a sudden, you have
a primry classroom full of 38, 40 kids. | nean, that
would be... I'd alnost rather they stay hone and watch
Sesane Street than be thrown into that thing."

Scott: "That's a good question, Representative Black. There's a

couple of answers to that. First of all, under the schoo
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Bl ack:

Speaker
Hart ke:
Speaker
Hart ke:

Scott:

Hart ke:
Speaker
Tur ner,
Speaker
Tur ner,

Scott:

aid formula, if there are nore children in the classroom
then the districts will get nore state aid, as a result of
t hat . The other part of it though is, we're tal king about
children who could go, but don't right now And so, the
nunbers aren't as large as we mght think. And in talking
to the school districts where | represent one school
district, it's a very large one, but | talked to sone other
superintendents around the area. They don't expect the
ki nd of nunber s t hat woul d totally di srupt the
teacher/student ratios that are there. | think we're
tal ki ng about, maybe, 10% of the children who could go now,
but aren't going right now "

"All right. Okay. Thank you very nuch. Thank you, M.

Speaker . "

Hanni g: "Representative Hartke."

"Just... WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Hannig: "Indicates he will."

"One quick question, Representative Scott. Wuld this
require... |Is kindergarten consi dered school ?"

"Yes, it is."

"Ckay, that answered ny question.”

Hanni g: "Representative John Turner."

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Hannig: "Indicates he will."

J.: "Representative, does this affect hone school ers?”
"Hang on just a second, Representative Turner. |'ve got a
menor andum here, fromthe Illinois State Board of Education
on that very question, Representative Turner. It says

that, the Conpul sory Attendance Law provides an exception
for any child attending a private or parochial school,
where they're taught in the... the branches of education

taught to children of corresponding age and grade in the
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public school. The Illinois Suprenme Court has held, in the
case that the term'private school', in this context, would

Tur ner,

Scot t:
Tur ner,
Scot t:

Tur ner,

Scott:

Tur ner,

Scott:

i ncl ude honme schooling. So, under that definition, they
woul d be excluded fromthe conpul sory school laws. So, in

answer to your question, no."

J.: "If a... Thank you, Representati ve. | f a
six-year-old, if your Bill becones |Iaw, does not attend
school, is the six-year-old then truant?"

"Sure, just the sane way it could be otherw se. Yes."

J.: "Yeah. And then..."

"Just the sane way a seven-year-old could be, now"

J.: "What happens for a small <child Ilike that when
they're found to be truant?"

"Well, under the truancy laws that we have right now,
whi ch as an aside, probably aren't as effective as they
ought to be in terns of bringing children in. Wat we end
up having is a situation where the district would end up
having to go to the state's attorney to end up bringing a
chronically-truant child into the court system to get a
ruling on that. |It's probably not the best system when..
Maybe we ought to work on changing that, but the short
answer to your question is yes, they could be a truant."

J.: "You know, Representative, | |ike your style where
you give ne the explanation, the |ong answer, and then you
shorten it wup to nmake it sinple for nme, and just real
conci se one-word answer at the end of every explanation. |
comend you for that. M analysis indicates that there are
two known opponents, the Illinois School Managenent
Al liance, and Concerned Christian Americans. Do you know
what the nature of their opposition is?"

"There were no opponents who registered in commttee. And

t he School Managenent Alliances fairly surprise to ne...
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Tur ner,

Scott:

Tur ner,

Speaker

Hoeft :

every other school organization..., because the other
proponents, for exanple: the State Board, |EA, |FT, LUDA
and SCOPE, so it would seem strange that the School
Managenment Alliance would be an opponent. They neither
slipped it nor testified in commttee, and haven't opposed
this. As | said, this is sonmething that's been in front of
us, | think, three occasions before, at least, twce, and
had never registered in opposition to it then, so |I'm not
sure about that. And our analysis doesn't have that, so."

J.: "Ckay, but vyou can say then when you took the Bil
through the commttee process that there was no opposition
slip, nor was there any testinony?"

"Nobody... Correct.™

J.: "Ckay. Thank you, Representative."
Hanni g: "Representative Hoeft."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. |In support of this Bill. Ladies

and Gentlenen, there is research which indicates the
attendance of a child in kindergarten and first, second
grade, is detrinmental to the point where you can predict
class rank. The way a child starts out is the way a child
is going to perceive the inportance of education. They're
going to get a fast start, or they are going to get falling
behi nd. | have taken truant children and parents into
court for kindergarten, and first, and second grade, and
what happens is these people will get into court and they
say, we're renoving our children fromthis school. W're
removing them from the system And there's nothing this
state can do if the child is under seven years old. Thi s
Bill wll take it down one year. |It's critical for us to
get the consistency of early attendance. This is sonething
that is needed in our schools. And | strongly urge you to

support this Bill."
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Speaker Hannig: "Representative Bost."
Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | have a tendency, to as nuch as

| respect him the fornmer speaker, disagree on this issue.
The Sponsor of the Bill, I know he has good intentions.
But once again, we've cone up and we've decided that we, as
governnent, are going to know our children better than the
parents thensel ves. It mght be that a parent m ght

realize that the maturity level of this child is not to the

point they want to put themin school, yet. It mght Dbe,
and this does occur. It happened whenever | was going to
school. There were a few students that were a little bit
ol der, whenever | went into kindergarten. It was because

their parents decided, that naybe they're not ready,
socially, to handle the environment that cones along wth
being in school. Gve us another year, and let us to have
the opportunity to raise our own child and nake those
decisions on our own. But no, we're going to roll back.
W're going to roll back one nore year, so that now the
schools can conme in and raise those children a little
faster. Gve the responsibility to the parents. Leave it
to the parents. Folks, we do have, though there are those
bad parents out there, and we have DCFS to deal with that.
W automatically assunme, fromthis chanber, that we are so
much better, and we wunderstand so nuch nore about the
raising of each individual child. | challenge you to take
a nonent and think about the fact, about your own children.
Who knew your children better at five and six years old,
than you? Not the governnent. But now, we're saying that
the governnent... we're going to give the governnent the
power to go ahead and cone in and demand that we're going
to roll back one nore year. And now, at six years old, you

no | onger have control, we do. And if you don't do that,
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we're going to send the truancy patrol out, and we're going
to cone in, and we're going to drag your child into school
and you're going to look like a terrible parent, because
you made a decision, based on your child' s personality.
Ladies and Centlenen, think about this very closely. This
may fly out of here, but there's sonme real problens when
we're saying governnent is better at raising our children
than we are. W aren't tal king about those that we deal
with DCFS. We're tal king about parents, |ike you and |
Thi nk about this vote. I'mgoing to vote 'no'. And 111

reconmmend everyone el se vote 'no' ."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof fman: "Well, to the comments of the previous speaker. | don't
think that anybody here, at Ileast |'mnot saying that
government is better at raising our children. And | don't
think this Bill has anything to do wth saying that
government is better at raising our children. Al this
Bill is saying is, that governnent is better at teaching

our children. And that study after study shows that the
earlier we get <children into early education, the better
their lives are, the nore they learn, and the nore
productive they becone. So, to even categorize this as in
any way trying to interfere with the parent/child
relationship is wong. This is just to insure that

children get the kind of wearly intervention, and early

chil dhood devel opnment that they need. | ask for an 'aye'
vote."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Scott to close.”

Scott: "Thank you, M. Speaker. And | want to thank the folKks
that have spoke in favor of the Bill. And | also want to

talk just very briefly about sonmething that was said in

opposition to it. W're not saying at all that the
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government's better at raising people's children. That's
certainly not the intent of this at all. But what we're
saying is in... with what Representative Hof fman said, that

we've got all of this body of information that says, that
children... what children learn at the earliest age is the
absolute nost inportant thing... the nost i nport ant
i ndi cator of how they're going to do academcally later on

Now, | agree with you. | know, Representative, that there
are people who enptionally aren't ready to handle school,
and that could happen at age 6, that coul d happen at age
12. But there are alternatives for parents who feel that
way. And the parents who are very involved with their
children are taking steps that way. They can school them at
home if they want to, before the child is enotionally ready
to do that. |'ve known of cases where people have taken
children who have been to school, out, after they've been
there for a few grades, let themget their confidence back
up, and then put themback in. There's nothing in this
Bill that would prohibit that from happening. And in
answer to the honme school question, they're not only exenpt
from this, but nost of the hone school parents that | know
are starting nmuch earlier than age six even, certainly than
age seven, to try to work with and school their children.
This isn't ained at themin any way. This isn't ained...
in fact, it doesn't even apply to them under that nmeno that
we've got there. So, we're not talking at all about trying
to make governnent raise children, nore. VWhat we're
tal king about is trying to take those children, and often,

and in talking... in fact, | just had a teacher conme up to
me the other day, a different teacher than the one who
brought this to ny attention first, who said, you know,

it's really a crinme, that in this state children don't have
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to go to school until age seven. Because, it's not the
parents who are very, very attentive and very good to their
children and realize there's an enotional need to keep that
child out. The parents who are keeping their children out,
in many cases, are the ones who don't care and the parents
who aren't actively involved in their children's education.
And those are the children that the grade schools are
seeing comng in at age seven with |less than kindergarten
skills, and are now of an age where the rest of their peers
are in first grade. They're already a year behi nd. They
may be as much as two years behind, already. That's what
we're trying to aimat with this particular Bill. That's
why the educational associations are supportive of this,
because they see this as a way to try to help bridge that
gap with sone of the children who absolutely need it the
most. | think it's a commonsense way for us to try to do
t hat . And again, we're definitely not trying to socially
engineer. W're just trying to say what's the best way
that children can learn. For all of those reasons | would
ask for an 'aye' vote and support for this Bill, in the way
that it's been supported by this chanber in the past.
Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 94 voting 'yes', and 19 voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,

is hereby declared passed. M. dderk, read House Bil

2088. "
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2088, a Bill for an Act in relation to
sexual ly violent persons. Third Reading of this House

114


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | appreciate calling ny
Bill. House Bill 2088 is an initiative of the Attorney
General. It amends the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, and the

Unified Code of Corrections, permts the inspection and
copying of juvenile court arrest records for evaluating
persons under the Sexually Violent Persons Conm tnent Act.
It also provides that the trial on the petitions filed
under such Act to be comenced no | ater than 120 days after
t he probabl e cause hearing. It further provides for an
Amendnent to the Custodial Sexual M sconduct Act by
i ncluding enployees of secured detention facilities,
against sexually violent persons. |[|'d by glad to answer

any questions.”

Speaker Hannig: "lIs there any di scussi on? Representati ve
Br osnahan. "
Brosnahan: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he wll."

Brosnahan: "Representative, correct nme if I'mwong, but under
current law, the only thing that they can disclose as far
as the nmental health records, are if that treatnent is
provided in connection with the Sexually Violent Persons
Comm tnment Act. |Is that true?"

Turner, J.: "Representative, |'m sorry, | could not hear the
first part of your question.”

Brosnahan: "Under current law, is the only thing that's disclosed
right now of these nental health records, it's only
di sclosed if those health records were taken in connection
to the Sexually Violent Persons Comm tnent Act?"

Turner, J.: "Yes, that's <correct. And what this Bill does is

allow for juvenile records to be disclosed, as well, when a

115


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF I LLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

30th Legislative Day March 21, 2001
deci sion is being made whet her soneone needs to be held
because they are still sexually violent, after they've been
convicted of an offense, as you know, in the Crimnal Code
under the sex provisions. So, it does expand that."

Brosnahan: "Ckay. So, who are expanding... expanded..."

Turner, J.: "Yes, it expands the information that is available to
t hose who are maki ng the deci si on whether or not the person
must continue to be held, and al so expands that information
and nmakes it available to those who may be defending on a
person's right to be released fromcustody, inasnuch as
they may be trying to prove that they're no | onger sexually
violent."

Brosnahan: "Ckay. Now, |'massumng that the State's Attorneys'
Association is in favor of this Bill? They're proponents
inthis Bill?"

Turner, J.: "I have not heard from the State's Attorneys
Association on this particular matter. Again, it's an
initiative of t he Att or ney Ceneral's Ofice. \%%
presunption is that they would be in favor, but | can't
make that statenment. And | don't recall, Representative,
that they put in a slip at the commttee hearing."

Brosnahan: "Now, John, | had anot her question. And, you know,
pardon ny ignorance on this. | kind of forgot about this.
But in a discharge hearing, petition for discharge, does
the state still have the option of requesting a jury trial
or is that just solely the defendant's right?"

Turner, J.: "Both the state and the defendant have the right to
request a jury trial."

Brosnahan: " Ckay. And another thing this | egislation does then,
it changes the Speedy Trial Act in a way as far as... this
person will no | onger have to be brought to trial within 45

days, it actually extends it to 120 days. s that
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correct?"

Turner, J.: "Yes, it was found that the 45 days was not
practical. And I'msure you can relate to this as a forner
prosecutor, yourself. It was just inpossible for the

prosecution, or for that matter the defense, to gather al

the information that was necessary in order to have a fair
hearing. So, it does allow for the commencenent of the
proceedi ngs 120 days after the probable cause hearing

rat her than 45 days, thereafter."”

Brosnahan: "Thank you, Representative. | think this is an
excell ent piece of legislation. | would urge everyone to
vote 'yes'."

Turner, J.: "Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. The Bill's on the Order of Short Debate,

but the Chair will recogni ze Representative Cross for sone

questions, and then we'll close."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. We've had nore than enough
debate. | nove the previous question.”

Speaker Hannig: "And the question is, '"Shall this Bill pass?
All  in favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? M. derk, take the record. On
this question, there are 111 voting 'yes', and 1 voting
'no' . And this Bill, having received a Constitutional

Majority, is hereby declared passed. Representative Novak,

we're going to read House Bill 2. M. derk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2, a Bill for an Act in relation to

alternate fuels. Third Reading of this House Bill."
Speaker Hanni g: "Excuse ne. Representative Osterman, for what
reason do you rise?"

Gsterman: "M . Speaker, it was ny intention to vote 'aye' on that
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last Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "W'Ill have soneone fromthe Cerk bring you..
You're recorded as 'not voting', Representative. Do vyou

wi sh the record to reflect...?"

Gsterman: "That | voted 'aye' on that last... or would like to
vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hanni g: "Thank you. And now, Representative Novak."

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 2 is the collaboration of many nont hs of
work that started about a year ago with Representative
Fei genholtz and the Illinois Cean Fuels Coalition, which
is made up of... in business and industry around the State
of Illinois, including the Farm Bureau, the corn growers.
Essentially, what this Bill does is provide for incentives
to create the fueling infrastructure in Illinois that we so
desperately need, to allow and provide for the clean fuels;

such as E85, which is 85% ethanol blended with a 15% of

traditional gasol i ne, conpr essed gas, natural gas,
bi omassed-derived fuels, to be marketed in Illinois and
sold in Illinois to vehicles purchased by our citizens that

have what are characterized as flexible-fuel engines. W
were happy earlier this year when the Governor, in his
budget address, commtted $2 mllion for the proposed FY' 02
Budget, to get this clean fuels Bill programoff the
ground. Right now, the... there are only about 13 fueling
stations in the Metropolitan Chicago Area, which includes
the collar counties. And essentially, if | wanted to buy
one of these vehicles and try to purchase, let's say, E85
fuel, for exanple, | would have to drive 35 mles west to
M. Rutherford's district to buy E85 ethanol. So, what
we're doing here, is... it's an idea whose tinme has cone,

is for us to get serious about advancing the marketability
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and use of clean fuels in Illinois. You know we' ve just
passed | egi slation to abolish and phase out MIBE
Representative Curry sponsored that Bill. Everybody in

here voted for it, overwhelmngly. And that MIBE... with
that |egislation becomng |law this sumer, we hope, that
that's going to create another incentive for the use of
nore ethanol in this state, and other clean fuels. So,
it's essentially this, is that the vehicles are out there.

There's thousands of vehicles on the road, right now that
are sold by Ford Mtor Conpany, Daimer Chrysler, and
General Motors. And there are other businesses that want
this idea to advance, such as the Gty of Chicago, Chicago

Transit Authority, numerous businesses and corporations

that have fleets of vehicles, the Illinois State Chanber of
Commerce, the Kankakee, | nean, the State Farm Bureau, the
state corn growers, the environnental community. It's a

real win/win situation for us to provide these incentives,
so we can have the infrastructure. Even the petrol eum
mar keters, even those guys that sell traditional gasoline
in this state, support this Bill, because they would be
eligible to receive grants to construct fueling stations at
their gasoline facilities around the State of |Illinois.
So, once again, it's a good idea. W think this tinme has
cone. We're glad Governor Ryan is onboard, and we've got
65 Sponsors signed up for this Bill. So, |I think we're off
and running to a good start. |'d be nore than happy to
entertain any questions."

Speaker Hannig: "Ckay. The Bill is on the Order of Short Debate.
So, the Chair recogni zes Representative Bl ack. Wul d vyou
like to speak in opposition, or just ask sone questions?
Representati ve Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker, one question.
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Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:

Bl ack:
Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:

Representative, you nentioned in your renmarks that the
Governor was onboard. That was the question | was going to
ask you. | know, in commttee, you had indicated that you
were negotiating with the Governor's Ofice on certain
fiscal itens...,"

"Right. Right."

so | assune that, that has been worked out?"

"Right. Well, not yet."

"Still negotiating?"

"The Governor's commtted... in his speech, he commtted
$2 mllion, M. Black."

"Ckay. "

"The original Bill was for a five-year program would cost
about 25 mllion over five years. GCkay? W stripped that
out. We stripped all of the references to state finances
out of the Bill, and the design is to nove this Bill over
to the Senate. Senator Mahar has agreed to pick it up, the
Chair of the Environnent Committee, <create a Conference

Commttee Report and hold on to it, and when the budget's

finally put together, plug all the financing mechanisns
intoit."
"Representative, two other questions, if you wouldn't

m nd. Does an autonobile today, would require an expensive
retrofit to burn an 85% bl end, ethanol ?"

"No. "

"That's what | thought."

"Ford Motor Conpany has been working on these for a nunber
of years. They're part of this coalition, Dai m er
Chrysler, and General Mdtors. Right now you can go to a
deal ership, and probably in Danville, or Chanpaign, or
wherever, and probably Kankakee, and go to a Ford deal er

and ask to buy a Taurus, or a certain van with a flexible
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fuel engine. They don't cost anynore noney, and you could
use traditional gasoline. You could wuse gasohol. And
let's say your tank is half enpty, and you pull into an E85
fueling station and use 85% ethanol, it doesn't nmake a bit
of difference. It all blends together."

Black: "All right. Could, as far as you know, soneone who had a
four- five- six- seven- eight-year old car, could they burn
an 85% bl end?"

Novak: "You have to have a flexible fuel engine. And next year,
as an exanple of the popularity of this Bill, is that al
Ford Explorers, probably the nost popular SUV on the road,
all Ford Explorers in Illinois will have the flexible fuel
engi nes offered in their nodels.”

Bl ack: " Ckay. One last question, Representative. Are the
pharmaceutical conpanies in support of this |egislation?"

Novak: "Pharmaceutical conpani es?"

Black: "Well, | look up on the board, and | see that Parke-Davis
have signed on as a cosponsor."

Novak: "Parke-Davis, yeah. Do they nmake..."

Black: "Lilly, and all the others onboard?"
Novak: "I don't know. Do they nmeke Viagra, Parke-Davis?"
Black: "I have no idea what they make. | thought naybe they nade

et hanol, that you could take as a supplenent."”

Novak: "Ckay. | hope you're up to that occasion.™

Speaker Hannig: "Okay. W've had one speak in favor. Do we have
anyone that w shes to speak against? Representative Parke?
No. "

Bl ack: "Now, M. Speaker..."

Speaker Hanni g: "Excuse ne, Representative Black."

Bl ack: "M. Speaker, one other question..."

Speaker Hannig: "Sure."

Black: "...has been called to ny attention, by staff..."
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Speaker Hannig: "Proceed."

Black: "WIIl this... This Bill wll not exclude any county, al
counties wll participate?”
Novak: "Correct. It'1l be a statew de endeavor. It'11 Dbe

adm ni stered by DCCA."

Black: "All right. | appreciate your answers. M. Speaker, to
the Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."

Black: "I stand in favor of the Bill. | don't want to go through
what we went through last sumer. And many of the experts
are already saying that we mght. OPEC has already net a
week or two ago, and decided to restrict production by a
mllion barrels a day, which may very well cause gasoline
prices to increase as the summer driving season approaches.
| commend Representative Novak for taking proactive action.
It's long overdue. W have piddled and fiddled since OPEC
canme on the scene in 1971, and we have ridden a roller
coaster of gasoline prices. W have been held hostage by
the OPEC nations, who have restricted production and
i ncreased production, and what have you. It is tine that
we have an energy policy in this country. And if the
Federal Governnent can't do it, or will not do it, then
II'linois can take the lead. And | for one, |look forward to
the time when | don't have to drive... | think the only E85
station, anywhere near ne, is in Gbson Cty. It's tine

that we take a proactive stance on renewable, alternative

fuel energy. And all of us should join Representative
Novak in cosponsoring this Bill. And if the Federal
Congress won't act, or can't act, then, at least Illinois

can becone a | eader in saying, enough, enough being held
hostage by foreign oil producers. W have a natural

resource that we growin Illinois, that can be used as a
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fuel. And it doesn't have to be a 10% bl end, which is what
we've been told for vyears, it can be an 85% blend. And
only then, when that happens, on a w despread basis, wll |
think we see sonme conpetitive forces at work with the oi
i ndustry, and perhaps, we can getaway from $2, $2.25, or as
sone of the experts are saying, $3 a gallon gasoline, this
sumer. | commend you, Representative, and |'mproud to be
a cosponsor."

Speaker Hannig: "This Bill's on the Order of Short Debate. Does

anyone stand in opposition? No one is standing in

opposition. So then the question is, 'Shall this Bil
pass?'" Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting
is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? V. Clerk, take the

record. On this question, there are 115 voting 'yes', and
0O voting 'no'. And this Bill, having received t he
Consti tuti onal Maj ority, IS hereby declared passed.

Representative MCarthy, for what reason do you rise?"

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. I'd like the Journal to
reflect that | neant to vote 'yes' on House Bill 2088. It
was two Bills ago. |, erroneously, voted 'no' ."

Speaker Hannig: "OCkay. The Journal will so reflect. M. derk,
woul d you read House Bill 831? Representative O Connor."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 831, a Bill for an Act concerning
crimnal law. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative O Connor."

O Connor: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. This
| egi sl ation would increase the penalty for violation of the
I1linois Firearns Straw Purchase Law. Existing | aw makes a
purchase with intent to deliver a firearmto a third party
illegal where such delivery is barred by State or Federal

Law, or false information has been provided to the Federal
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ATF on t he firearm transaction record. VWhat this
| egislation would do, wuld add a nmandatory ten-year
sentence where the gun is used in violation of the Cannabis

Control Act, the Controlled Substance Act, or used agai nst

a law enforcenent officer, or in the conmm ssion of a

felony. It's imediately effective. And |I'd appreciate an
‘aye' vote."
Speaker Hannig: "Is there any discussion? l's t here any

di scussion? There being none, then the question is, 'Shal
this Bill pass? Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'.
The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. Cerk, take

the record. On this question, there are 114 voting 'yes',

and 0 voting 'no'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. \V/ g
Clerk, would you read House Bill 1064 for Representative
St roger ?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1064, a Bill for an Act in relation to

public enployee benefits. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hanni g: "Representative Stroger."

Stroger: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 1064 would allow a
Menber of the General Assenbly to nove sone of his noney
from the State Enployees' Retirenment System into the
CGeneral Assenbly Retirenent System And | will answer any
gquestions.™

Speaker Hannig: "Is t here any di scussion? Representati ve
Hart ke. "

Hartke: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "Indicates he'll yield."

Hartke: "Representative Stroger, what Menber of the General

Assenbly or fornmer Menber does this apply to?"
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Stroger: "I don't have ny expert whispering in ny ear, so | can't
tell you."

Hartke: "Really. GCkay. | just... You're sure you don't know?"

Stroger: "On advice of counsel, | am told not to answer that
guestion."

Hartke: "Well, | think, Menbers want to know. "

Stroger: "Let's see now, who could it be? It wll affect any

current Menber who has noney..."

Hart ke: "Okay."

Stroger: "...in SERS, that they can transfer."

Hartke: "Oh, okay."

Stroger: "So, it could qualify nore than one person. | don't
know. | don't know where other people have worked, to be
honest with you."

Hartke: "All right. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "The Bill's on the Order of Short Debate, but the
Chair recogni zes Representative Cross.”

Cross: "Well, M. Speaker, we may need a little time on this to
sort through what's going on here. | would request that we
take this off Short Debate. And I"mjoined by all the
requi site nunber of Menbers, I'msure, on ny side of the
aisle, who'd raise their hand to support that Mtion."

Speaker Hannig: "The Bill wll be on the Oder of Standard
Debate. Representative Cross.”

Cross: "WII the Sponsor yield for sonme questions?"

Speaker Hannig: "He indicates he'll yield."

Cross: "Representative, has anyone given you an estimate of the
cost of this Arendnent or Bill?"

Stroger: "It's mnimal cost, because there's very few people
who'll be eligible.™

Cross: "You aware of any opposition, Representative?"

Stroger: "No. | amnot aware of any opposition.”
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Cross: "You didn't hear of any opposition in commttee?"
Stroger: "No."
Cross: "And you didn't hear of any opposition in bet ween
commttee and today?"
Stroger: "No."
Cross: "And you weren't given any... aren't aware of any
opposition as you stand here today?"
Stroger: "What ?"
Cross: "And you're still not aware of any opposition?”
Stroger: "No."
Cross: "What is the... How many Menbers are there in the State

Enpl oyee Retirenent System if you know?"

Stroger: "About 81 thousand."
Cross: "Do you know what states... Can you give us the states
they live in? Are they all Illinois residents, or do they

live throughout the United States?"

Stroger: "Most live across the United States. |It's approximately
100 and... it wll be several hundred, that's right. So,
it's like 260."

Cross: "I don't have any other questions. Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Let the Chair just nention, that our Lieutenant
Governor, Corinne Wod, is with us today. She's over on
the Denocratic side of the aisle. And we're glad to have
her there. Representative Parke."

Parke: "Yes. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: "Indicates that he will."

Par ke: "Representative, how many Menbers cane to you and asked
you to put this Bill in?"

Stroger: "Actually, no Menber asked ne. Staff asked ne to pick
it up."

Parke: "How many Menbers will this affect?"

Stroger: "I don't have a... specific figure, but it wll affect
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several people.”
Parke: "Do you know what the <cost, to the GCeneral Assenbly

Retirement Plan, will be?"

Stroger: "I don't have an exact nunber, but it should be a smal
cost."

Parke: "It wll allow Menbers of the General Assenbly to use this
as service credit for full pensions won't it, if they

stayed in for 20 years? And this is what we call a
w ndow?"

Stroger: "Yes. Yes."

Parke: "And so, therefore, sone Menbers of the GCeneral Assenbly
who served in sonme other governnental entity that was under
the State Enployees' Retirenent System can now use that
credit towards going into this Plan, our General Assenbly
Retirement Pl an?"

Stroger: "Yes."

Parke: "And are they paying both the state's share and the
Menber's share?”

Stroger: "Yes."

Parke: "So, therefore, do you have any idea the average cost to
the General Assenbly Menber, that would want to utilize
your Bill?"

Stroger: "No. W don't know the cost, yet."

Parke: "To the Bill."

Speaker Hannig: "To the Bill."

Parke: "Ladies and Gentl enen, the Sponsor's doing this for people
he doesn't even know, doesn't know how many it's going to
affect, doesn't know what it's going to cost the system
doesn't know what it's going to cost the individual Menber,
but he wants us to vote on this. | amnot confortable with
this. | think that it ought to be part of a conprehensive

pensi on package that's presented to us inits entirety, and
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|l et us take another |look at this. But | would suggest that
you, to the Menbers who choose to... not to vote for this.
And if we were able to defeat it, to put it in an overal
pension Bill, probably at the end of Session, and let us
judge the overall package in terns of its fiscal inpact to

the General Assenbly Fund, to get an idea of how many

Menbers are actually going to be involved in this, so that,

when we vote for this overall package, we'll have an
under standing of where... howit's going to affect all of
us. Thi s pi eceneal approach... First of all, [I'm
surprised, that it's on the floor, because we, so far, in

the last couple of years, have not allowed these kinds of
Bills to cone out, that it's folded into one mjor Bill
So, I'mgoing to vote 'no'. |I'll suggest that the Body may

want to send this back to the drawi ng board to be incl uded

in a conprehensive pension Bill at the end of Session.
Thank you."

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Stroger to close.”

Stroger: "This Bill wll affect sonme people that I... and I
suspect | know all of "em | just don't know who worked for

the State Enpl oyees' Retirenment System Under the current
law, you can take vyour State Enpl oyee Retirenment System
nmoney and transfer all of it into the General Assenbly
Retirenent Fund. This would just change the |law to say,
that a current Menber could take sone of their noney and
transfer some of it. So, right now, we do have a w ndow.
| believe this is a appropriate Bill, and would ask for
your favorable vote.™

Speaker Hannig: "The question is, '"Shall this Bill pass? Al in
favor vote 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? M. Clerk, take the record. On this
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guestion, there are 64 voting 'yes', and 40 voting 'no'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjjority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative Erwin, for what
reason do you rise? Excuse ne, Representative. Let ne
recogni ze Representative Soto. For what reason do you
rise, Representative?"
Soto: "I want to vote... | have a potential <conflict, but [|I'm
voti ng, anyway. Thank you."
Speaker Hanni g: " Ckay. The record wll so reflect. And
Representative Fritchey, for what reason do you rise?"
Fritchey: "lI'd like to let the record reflect, that | intended to

vote 'present' 