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Speaker Hannig: "The House will be in order. The Menbers will be
in their seats. The hour of 11:30 having arrived, we wll
begin our deliberations for the day. Today we will be |ed
in prayer by Lee Crawford, who is the Assistant Pastor with
the Victory Tenple Church in Springfield. GQuests in the
gallery may wish to rise for the invocation. Could we have
a little order in the House. W are going to begin with
the prayer, so let's have a little order as we begin our
day here in the House of Representatives with the prayer.
Lee Crawford."

Lee Crawford: "May we lift our hearts. Creator and Ruler of al
people. W pray this day for our state that as life may be
established and built upon this self. That all hatred and
malice, all indifference to the sufferings of others, al
narrow excl usi veness and selfish greed may be swept away by
the breath of Your spirit, and that public spirit, honor
and justice, cooperation and service self-sacrifice for the
good of the whole people may flourish abundantly anong us.
Purify wus fromall baseness. Fill us with divine passion

to uplift the weak, to sweep away oppression and wong, to

give to each of us the opportunity of a full life that may
be lived to the glory and to the service of all humanity.
Amen. "

Speaker Hannig: "Thank you, and Representative Hartke will | ead

us today in the Pledge of Allegiance."”

Hartke - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, wwth Iiberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Hanni g: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Hart ke, for what purpose do you rise?"

Hartke: "Well, thank you very much, M. Speaker, Menbers of the
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Ceneral Assenbly. It is ny pleasure today to introduce to
the Body the Sigel eighth grade girls. WIlIl they stand,
pl ease? They won the |I1llinois Grade School Association
St at e Basketball Tournanent with a 27 and 1 record. Pl ease
give thema hand. Congratulation, girls."

Speaker Hannig: "Congratulations and welcone to Springfield.
Excused absences, Representative Black. Oh, Representative
Cross for excused absences.”

Cross: "Yes, there are. Representative Cowishaw is excused.
Wul d the record pl ease refl ect that?"

Speaker Hannig: "The record wll so reflect and Representative
Currie, Barbara Currie, for the Denocrat excused absences.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that
Representative Wol ard i s excused today."

Speaker Hannig: "The record will so reflect. M. derk, take the
record. There are 116 Menbers answering the Roll Call and
a quorumis present. Representative Currie, do you have a
Mot i on?"

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker, pursuant to Rule 58-a, | nove to
di scharge the Commttee on Rules fromfurther consideration
of Joint Session Resolution 3, and ask for i1imediate
consi deration.”

Speaker Hannig: "And on that question, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, Inquiry of the Chair, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hannig: "Yes, Sir."

Black: "Yes, is the Mjority Leader asking that we discharge
Joint Session Resolution 3 wthout having it heard or
assigned to the Rules Coormittee, is that what we're doi ng?"

Speaker Hannig: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "That is what we're doing and | believe we had checked
with you, and you said it was okay."

Black: "Yes, I... | join with you. This is probably one of the
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better Resol uti ons you' ve sponsor ed here in your
illustrious career. W certainly have no objection, but at
the appropriate time, M. Speaker, | would like an inquiry
of the Chair on a matter of a discharge Mdtion that | had
filed. But we certainly stand in full support of Joint

Resolution #3, one of the better Resolutions that | have

seen in this chanber in years."

Speaker Hannig: "So, on the question of discharging Joi nt
Resolution #3, all in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The
‘ayes' have it and t he Resol uti on IS di schar ged.

Representative Cross, for what reason do you rise?"

Cross: "Yes, M. Speaker, it's a pretty sad day, or not sad, it's
a pretty happy day on this side of +the aisle.
Representative Durkin, his birthday is today. He's 37
years old and he apparently is going to have his birthday

cake out for us tonmorrow. It is not here today, but it

will be out front tonorrow when we're..."
Speaker Hannig: "Wen we're gone."
Cross:  "...not in Sessi on. But you mght want to wsh

Representative Durkin a Happy Birthday."

Speaker Hanni g: "Thank you. Happy Birthday, Representative."

Speaker Madigan: "Speaker WMadigan in the Chair. The Chair
recogni zes M. Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker, an inquiry of the
Chair if I mght. Thank you. W were pleased to join you
on our side of the aisle in a bipartisan node this norning

to discharge the Senate Joint Resolution from the Rules

Committee. | filed yesterday two di scharge Mdtions, one on
House Bill 868, sponsored by ny Leader, Representative
Daniels. The other on House Bill 2439, sponsored by
Speaker Madi gan. Now, can we act on those Resol utions or

di scharge Mdtions today or do they have to go to the Rules
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Committee for action at a | ater date?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Black, would you tell ne, relative to the
Bill where | amthe Sponsor of the Bill, who filed the
Motion to discharge ny Bill fromcommttee?"

Bl ack: "I did"

Speaker Madigan: "You did."
Black: "Yes, Sir."

Speaker Madigan: "Well, | want to thank you very nuch."
Black: "Well, | thought it was an outstanding Bill and just to
show you... to reach out to you, M. Speaker, in a

bi parti san node to hel p you advance your |egislation. Your
commttee, your Appropriations Comrittee yesterday, for

sone reason did not nove on a 'do pass' recommendation and

I think that's an outrage, it's an insult to your
credibility, your stature in the House and |... we're going
to help you nove that Bill to the Floor for debate because

| know that's what you want and we want to join with you in
that."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Black. | thank you for all of your pledges
of cooperation. | know you're sincere."

Bl ack: "Yes, Yes."

Speaker Madigan: "And then relative to the Mdtions they've been

assigned to the Rules Commttee."

Black: "I see, and wll the Rules Conmttee neet today, you
t hi nk?"

Speaker Madigan: "I don't know. "

Black: "Well, perhaps it would neet sonetine in this year. ["'m

sure it would neet sonetine in '98."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Black, maybe you coul d answer ny inquiry.
Wen the Rules Conmittee does neet..."

Bl ack: "Yes."

Speaker Madigan: "... would it be possible for them to consider
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all of those Mdtions that you referred to the Rules
Commttee in March of 1995?"

Black: "Yes, | got that. It was a rather lengthy list, but 1|'m
sure those Mtions would not add significantly to the
wor kl oad of that outstanding commttee."

Speaker Madigan: "Right, right."

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you."

Black: "I assune you will take this under advisenent."

Speaker Madigan: "Yes, | wll."

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you. The regular Session of the House
shal | st and in recess. M. Doorkeeper. The Chair
recogni zes the Doorkeeper for an announcenent . \V/ g
Door keeper, can you advise us when the Menbers of the
Senate arrive?"

Door keeper: "Yes."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M . Doorkeeper, have the Senators arrived? The
Chair recogni zes the Doorkeeper for an announcenent.”

Door keeper: "M . Speaker, the Honorable President Philip and the
Menbers of the Senate are at the door and seek adm ssion to
t he chanber."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Doorkeeper, please admt the Honorable
Senators. As designated in the House Joint Resol ution #45,
t he hour of 12:00 noon having arrived, the Joint Session of
the 90th General Assenbly will now conme to order. WIIl the
Menmbers of the House and our esteened guests fromthe
Senate pl ease take their seats. M. derk, is a quorum of
t he House present?"

Clerk Rossi: "A quorum of the House is present.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, is a quorumof the Senate present in
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t hi s chanmber ?"

Clerk Rossi: "A quorumof the Senate is present.”

Speaker

Curri e:

Speaker

Cerk

Madi gan: "There being a quorum of the House and a quorum
of the Senate in attendance, this Joint Session IS
convened. If the Menbers could please give us sone
attention. Could the Menbers take their chairs? Could the
Menbers please be seated? W'd Ilike to recognize the
presence of several dignitaries who have joined us today.
First, the Lieutenant GCovernor of the State of Illinois,
M. Bob Kustra. M. Bob Kustra. The Secretary of State,
former Speaker of the House, CGeorge Ryan. The Attorney
General , Ji mRyan. The Conptroller, Loleta D drickson.
The Treasurer, Judy Barr Topinka. Chief Justice of the
II'linois Supreme Court, Chief Justice Charles Freeman.
Also, from the Suprenme Court, Justice Ben Mller. The
Auditor Ceneral, Bill Holland. The Superintendent of
Educati on, Joseph Spagnolo. The Governor's Chief of Staff,
Gene Rei neke. The Governor's Director of Legislative
Affairs, M. Deno Perdiou. The Director of the Bureau of
the Budget, Steve Schnorf. Former Menber of the House,
currently Cook County Recorder of Deeds, Jesse Wite. A
Judge of the Crcuit Court of Cook County, Judge... excuse
me, a nmenber of the Appellate Court of the Cook County
district, Appellate Justice Morton Zwick. 1In the gallery,
pl ease honor the wwfe of Governor Edgar, Brenda Edgar.
Also in the gallery, please welcone the wife of Secretary
Ryan, Lura Lynn Ryan. The Chair recognizes the Mijority
Leader, Representative Currie."

"Thank you, Speaker. Wuld the Cerk please read Joint
Session Resol ution #3?"

Madi gan: "M. Cerk."

Rossi: "Joint Sessi on Resol ution #3, of fered by
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Representative Currie. BE I T RESOLVED, That a commttee
of ten be appointed, five fromthe House, by the Speaker of
t he House, and five fromthe Senate, by the President of
the Senate, to a wait wupon H's Excellency Governor Jim
Edgar and invite himto address the Joint Assenbly.

Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves for the adoption of t he
Resol uti on. All those in favor signify by saying 'aye';
all those opposed say 'nay'. 1In the opinion of the Chair,
the 'ayes' have it. The Resolution is adopted. Pursuant
to the Resolution, the following are appointed as a
commttee to escort the Chief Executive. The appointnents
from the House are: Representative Robert Bugiel ski,
Representative Eugene Moore, Representative Mary Kay
O Brien, Representative Bob Bergman, Representative Corinne
Wod. On behalf of President Philip, Senator Waver wll
read the Senate appointees.™

Senat or Weaver: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Senator Bradl ey
Bur zynski , Senator Judith Mers, Senator Tom W4l sh
Senat or Ri ckey Hendon, and Senator Larry Wl sh."

Speaker Madigan: "WIIl the Commttee of Escort please convene at
the rear of the <chanber and await his Excellency, the
Governor? WIIl the conmttee Menbers please retire to the
rear of the chanber? M. Doorkeeper. M. Doorkeeper."

Door keeper: "M . Speaker, the Honorable Governor of the State of
I1linois, Jim Edgar and his party wish to be admtted to
t his chanber.™

Speaker Madigan: "Admt the Honorable Governor. M. Governor."

Governor Edgar: "Well, thank you. You know, | have an option of

com ng back again next year and..."

State of the State Address
to the 90th CGeneral Assenbly
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Governor Ji m Edgar

January 28, 1998

Speaker Madi gan, Senator Waver, Justices of the Suprene
Court, ny fellow Constitutional officers, nenbers of the 90th
CGeneral Assenbly, and ny fellow citizens of Illinois.

Seven years ago when | stood at this podiumfor the first tine
as Covernor, the state of our great state was a major concern to
ne.

State governnent was squarely behind a fiscal eight ball. |t
had been |iving beyond its neans.

It had becone heavy on bureaucracy and Ilight on fiscal
restraint.

Spendi ng was out of control.

And a national recession was not only robbing us of revenues,
but also adding to our costs as our people suffered |ayoffs and
unenpl oynent .

| will never forget the enbarrassnent of the state not paying
its bills on time, and the angui sh of people who were out of work.

They made a lasting inpression on ne and underscored the
urgency of setting things right in 1llinois. After al |,
governnent, those of us assenbl ed here today, exists to solve the
problens its people encounter and to prevent those that can be
anti ci pat ed.

W have done that. Qur ability to neet the needs of our
peopl e during those tough economc tines, wthout raising taxes
was in serious question.

But we together responded to the chall enge.

We charted a new direction for Illinois.

W stopped spending noney we didn't have.

We stream i ned state governnent.

We downsi zed it by thousands of enpl oyees.

W continued to neet our mmjor obligations and to address new
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chal I enges by finding innovative ways to neet our responsibility.
We have prepared Illinois to enter the 21st Century capabl e of
meeti ng any new chal | enges that |ie ahead.
II'linois is no | onger a deadbeat state.
We elimnated a nmountain of Medicaid debt.
At last we are fully funding our pension systens.
And yes we have been paying and we will continue to pay our
bills on tine.
W rescued our treasury from the brink of bankruptcy by
i nposing a new fiscal discipline.
And as long as | am Governor we wll <continue to be
di sci pl i ned.
Wth our fiscal problenms behind us some may be tenpted to go

on anot her spending binge as we saw in the 1980's

As you wll see when |I detail ny budget for the next fiscal
year in three weeks there will be no spending binge. "' m not
proposing one. | won't accept one. And neither wll the taxpayers
of I'llinois.

This state also wll stay on course when it conmes to our

econom ¢ devel opnent strategy. W have significantly inproved the
climate for creating new jobs in this state.

Many, nmany of those anguished Illinoisans | listened to during
my first days, weeks and nonths as Governor are working today.

W changed laws that put I1linois at a conpetitive
di sadvant age.

And we dramatically changed the thrust of our economc
devel opnent efforts.

W turned away from trying to outbid other states for new
busi nesses.

We turned toward hel pi ng busi nesses already here, businesses
al ready enploying Illinoisans, businesses already paying taxes to

prosper and to expand. Qur economc strategy, just |ike our
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fiscal strategy, has worked.

Today things are nuch different in Illinois.

W are a national |eader in econom c recovery.

In the last five years, nore than a half mllion jobs have
been created in Illinois, nearly 71,000 just |last vyear, which
represented the largest increase in the Mdwest and the second
| argest in the nation.

Mor eover, thousands of those new jobs were in manufacturing as
our state outpaced the rest of the nation. Illinois gained close
to 7,000 manufacturing jobs last year at a job growh rate that is
nor e than doubled the national average, while the M dwest
generally lost nore than 14, 000 manufacturing jobs.

Per capita incone has increased 32 percent during the 1990's.
That is alnost a 10% better than the national average.

And unenploynment is a record lowrate for the last quarter of
a century.

The export econony in Illinois continues to grow and prosper.
Direct exports have grown by 14 percent a year during the 1990s.
That is four tines the rate of growh during the 1980s.

In fact, Illinois has lead all other major industrial states
in export growh for two straight years, and we're going to keep
maki ng exports a top priority in Illinois.

| ndeed, we have changed this state's image from anti-business
t o pro-business.

Just last nmonth, we took historical action that not only wll
keep nore noney in the pockets of IIlinois workers but encourage
their conpanies to add still nore jobs to our econony.

Qur deregulation of the electric utility industry is expected
to save consuners, honmeowners and businesses nore than a half
billion dollars a year.

And when it cones to state regul ati on of business in general,

we are protecting workers, consuners, our environment and the

10
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bottom | ine by taking a reasonabl e approach.

You can regul ate wi thout over-regul ating.

And we have by working with businesses in trailblazing efforts
to clean up contamnated sites and address other environnental
pr obl ens.

W also are holding down the <cost of doing business in
I1linois. And we are working to help new conpani es get a foothold
in the business world.

In Decenber, we inplenented changes to the unenploynent
i nsurance program that guarantees the continued stability of the
fund and j obl ess benefits, and we spared businesses from an $85
mllion tax hit in the process.

W have nmade nore than $6 million in |l oans to new and snal |
busi nesses that do not qualify for conventional |oans, nany of
them owned by wonen or mnorities or individuals wth
di sabilities.

Next nmonth, | expect to announce the first comunities to
participate in a programthat will help assure tourismrenai ns one
of the state's |eading and fastest grow ng industries.

Through this innovative (sic-innitiative) we wll further
devel op historical sites in Dowstate Illinois.

Let there be no m stake about it. Tourismis a mgjor grow ng
factor in creating jobs in Illinois. It contributes $18 billion
to our econony and enpl oys wel | over a quarter of a mllion
people in this state. And this admnistration will continue to
bol ster and expand our tourismefforts in our world-class gateway
city of Chicago and throughout Il1linois.

We also will continue pushing for a third magjor airport in the
Chi cago netropolitan area.

It is crucial to the econony of that area and the entire state
as we |l ook toward the 21st Century.

Just last nonth the National Aviation Review Comm ssion war ned

11
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of aviation gridlock at the nation's major airports including

O Hare.

The dom nant airlines at O Hare are fighting us on this. But
their opposition is not wunusual. They have fought progress
before, including right here in Illinois. |If the maor airlines

had prevailed in the 1950s, there would be no O Hare airport
t oday.

El sewhere on the economc front, | am wurging this Genera
Assenbly to approve as quickly as possible a nodest, sensible
proposal that will save tens of thousands of jobs in this state.

All segnments of the horse racing industry have agreed on

legislation to ensure that threatened industry survives. And its

survival, according to the I1linois Econom ¢ and Fi scal
Comm ssion, nmneans Kkeeping 37,000 jobs and $1.4 billion in our
econony.

A strong, grow ng econony.

An effective, efficient and fiscally responsi bl e state
gover nnent .

Both are critical to naking our state a great place to live
and wor k.

But there nust be nore.

Each child in our state, each potential worker for the 21st
Century, should have access to quality education, regardless of
where he or she lives.

Qur streets and our schools nust be safe.

Al'l of our citizens, young and old, nen and wonen, nust be
encour aged and hel ped to achi eve maxi num sel f-sufficiency.

There nust be opportunity for all who seek opportunity.

The headlines of the "90s remnd us that too frequently that
lives can be | ost at any age.

But lives also can be saved at any age.

We nust protect and nurture our children and famlies, our

12
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human resour ces.

And we nust protect and nurture our natural resources.

We nust prevent problenms as well as solve them

O our econony will stop grow ng.

And our quality of Iife won't be what we want it to be,
especially for our children and our grandchildren.

So let nme discuss the progress we have nmade, and nust conti nue
to make in several key areas.

And | want to begin with education, because | strongly believe
that nothing is nore inportant to the future of our state.

Last nmonth we converted the rhetoric of three decades into
reality.

W finally at long last, for the first tinme in the history of
our state decreed that each and every school <child in Illinois
must be supported by an adequate | evel of funding.

We al so launched a $3 billion school construction program the
first in 20 vyears, to provide aquality Ilearning environnents
t hroughout the state.

But as | have said many, many tines from this and other
podi uns, noney alone will not assure a quality educati on.

And together in the '90s we have taken major steps to make
educators nore accountable and to produce better results.

Chi cago school reformcones i mediately to mnd. For decades
the rhetoric flew But as we did wth school funding, we
converted the rhetoric into reality.

We enpowered the mayor, the new school nmanagenent team he put
into place, principals, teachers, parents and community | eaders.

W gave themthe flexibility and the freedomto deal with the
unusual and daunting problens of that system

We al so demanded nore accountability.

And today, the Chicago public school system once a synbol of

failure in wurban education, is a nodel for reform ng urban

13
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educati on t hroughout the nation.

| believe strongly in public education.

| believe strongly in funding it fairly and adequately.

| believe strongly in local control of our schools.

| believe strongly that local school boards nust have the
flexibility to innovate free of nmandates and red tape generated
from Springfield.

And | believe strongly that |ocal school boards, principals
and teachers nust be hel d accountabl e.

Those principles are enbodied in the sweeping reforns we have
enacted, not only for Chicago, but for schools t hr oughout
I11inois.

We established charter schools to stinulate innovation.

We authorized alternative schools to deal wth disruptive
st udent s.

We've freed schools in all corners of Illinois to gain waivers
from unnecessary nandat es.

We set tough new academ c standards for our students.

We now require teachers to teach for four years before they
becone fully certified.

And now they nust renew their certificates every five years by
denonstrating they have perfornmed well in the classroom and worked
on becom ng even better professionals.

In the same vein, we have expedited the process for dismssing
teachers who are not performng well.

But we need to build on these reforns, not rest on them

Take school funding for instance.

There is unfinished business.

As | have said throughout ny career in public life, we rely
too heavily property taxes to fund our school s.

And we still do, even with the historical funding reform we

enacted last nonth to raise up the poorer school districts in our

14
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state, and even with the success of property tax caps.

You m ght renenber, sone of you who were here ,in ny first
State of the State address, | announced | was calling a special
session that day |I'm not doing that today. | thought you'd be
happy. But in that special session | called the Assenbly to win

approval of property tax caps.

And they have saved honeowners and busi nesses nore than $800
mllion in the years since they were enacted.

The caps have proved effective in halting the staggering
increases in property tax bills that had been occurring year after
year, particularly in northeastern Illinois.

But they do not represent the fundanental reform | and many
ot hers have advocated, proposed and continue to advocate.

The current systemremains unfair. W need to change it.

So I wll soon appoint a blue ribbon conm ssion to devel op
recommendations that | hope will lead to a tax swap, less reliance
on property taxes, greater reliance on fairer taxes, |Ilike the
i ncone t ax.

| am pleased that an extrenely capable individual, Tim
Bram et, President of the Taxpayers Federation of Illinois, has
agreed to head this conm ssion.

It is a conplex issue. How would such a swap be i npl enented?
Should it inpact businesses as well as honeowners? But | believe
the comm ssion can thoroughly study the matter solicit public
coment, and fashion a plan by Decenber 31 the deadline | am
establishing for the conm ssion report.

| also believe there is unfinished business when it cones to
the quality of teaching in our classroons.

During the next decade, nore teachers will begin their careers
than in any other decade in the history of this nation.

Research shows that the expertise of teachers is absolutely

critical to the acadeni c achi evenent of students.

15
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So it is inportant for us to help teachers becone the best
t hey can be.

Wil e serving on a national comm ssion on teacher preparation,
| learned Illinois Iike many other states should be doing better.

Future teachers in Illinois need better preparation.

Currently the state requires themto student-teach for just
ei ght weeks. That's only half a senester

Those future teachers need nore practical experience in the
cl assroom and nore gui dance from seasoned teachers.

| believe they need to spend 16 weeks, one full senester,
student -teaching in our schools.

| also believe we should take action to assure that fewer and
fewer of our teachers are teaching outside their areas of
experti se.

Former State Superintendent of Education, Ted Sanders, who is
now President of Southern Illinois University, is co chairing a
panel <called the Illinois Policy Goup on Teacher Quality. It is
formul ati ng recommendati ons on teachers preparation issues.

And | will be asking the Board of Higher Education and the
State Board of Education to take several actions that will help us
insure we have top quality people teaching our kids and the
students of the 21st Century.

Meanwhi |l e, we nust continue to build on the substantial gains
we have made in inproving higher education in Illinois.

W have elimnated unnecessary |ayers of bureaucracy at the
state | evel

And we have demanded that our state wuniversities thenselves
enact reforns. They needed to streanline and they have.

They needed to put nore enphasis on hel pi ng undergraduates to
graduate in four years. And they have.

The refornms they have made under the direction of the Board of

Hi gher Education have won national recognition.
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Qur world-class universities and first-rate conmunity coll eges
represent an inportant part of our commtnent to the future.

And we have recogni zed that in many ways.

W have invested $45 mllion in our Distance Lear ni ng
Initiative to give college and high school students access to
addi ti onal education opportunities through new technol ogy.

We have funded the construction of 21st Century facilities in
whi ch our professors can teach and our students can |earn.

This year alone we w il begin construction a permanent canpus

for Heartland Community Col |l ege in Bl oom ngton Normal .

W w il build a new engi neering building at SIU Edwardsville.

W wi Il increase classroomspace at John A Logan Comrunity
Coll ege in Southern Il1linois.
And we wll expand the Booth Library at Eastern Illinois

University and start construction on a new agriculture library at
the University of Illinois.

But our look to the future involves far nore than bricks and
nortar.

Last year, we acted to help future wuniversity and college
students and their famlies pay for their coll ege years.

Qur new prepaid tuition plan will help them save for coll ege.
They will know in advance what fees and tuitions will be and they
will pay for themat today's prices.

The prepaid tuition plan recognizes that the ability of young
people to reach their full potential depends on circunstances
beyond the classroom

That is sonething we nust constantly keep in mnd as we shape
and pursue an agenda for Illinois.

If a child conmes to her first grade classroom nmal nouri shed, or
wi th an undetected vision problem or with problens at hone, she
is not going to benefit fully fromwhat is available in that

cl assroom even froma great teacher, even in one of our Dbest
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school s.

We | aunched one of our nost worthwhile progranms, Project
Success, because we realized that many school children and the
school s thensel ves needed hel p.

We got parents involved.

We got nei ghborhoods and communities invol ved.

e established far Dbetter coordination anong state and
communi ty human servi ce agenci es.

In neighborhoods and communities throughout Illinois, we
established a network of effectively delivered services to which
educators and parents could turn and get results quickly.

W found caring businesses to donate school supplies to
children who couldn't afford them

We found utility conpanies wlling to work with famlies that
are without electricity and struggling to pay their bills.

W found health care professionals willing to donate their
services to help identify and address vision, hearing and other
physi cal barriers to |earning.

We found parents willing to make kids feel safer by escorting
themto and from school s.

We started Project Success with six sites in 1992.

Since then it has been expanded to 840 schools throughout
I11inois.

And | am proud to announce today that within the next year we
wi |l make Project Success available to every one of the 3200
el emrentary and m ddle schools in the State of Illinois.

Kids, particularly disadvantaged kids, are doing better in
school because of Project Success.

And we are doing a nuch better job in delivering human
services and taking up the challenge of welfare reform because of
what we | earned fromthe success of Project Success.

You can't address the problens of a disadvantaged i ndividual
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or famly narrowy.

Typically, there are several problens that require a variety
of services.

You can operate far nore effectively and efficiently by doing
a better job of coordinating services.

We need to get nei ghborhoods and communities, churches and the
private sector involved.

Many of them once were involved, deeply invol ved.

They can, and they nust be again.

To make their neighborhoods and communities safer, to help
people who live wthin them becone nor e producti ve and
sel f-sufficient.

W have revolutionized the delivery of human services in
I11inois.

We have abandoned the one-size-fits-all approach.

W know that not all wsdom resides in Springfield and
certainly not all in Washington, D.C.

W are working wth comunities and nei ghborhoods in every
corner of this state to address their problems in the way nost
rel evant for them

We are listening to them

We are also sharing responsibility with them

And at the state | evel we have inplenented the nost sweeping
reorgani zati on of state governnment since the early 1900s.

Prograns and services once scattered anong a half dozen state
agencies, are now being admnistered and delivered by a single
agency.

A famly that turns to government for assistance now deals
with a case nmanager, who can tap into several different services
needed to address the problens of the famly as a whol e.

Thi s agency, the Departnment of Human Services, reflects and

enbodi es our revolutionary approach, one that is being seen as a
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beacon for the nati on.

It also is spearheading welfare reformin Illinois.
VWiile the nation was still debating welfare reform in the
early and md '90s, Illinois was novi ng ahead.

W rejected an approach that fostered dependence and instead
adopt ed one that furthers independence.

Qur nationally recognized Earnfare program provi ded thousands
and thousands of forner welfare recipients wth work and the
dignity of a paycheck

We stopped penalizing welfare famlies when the father stayed
with the famly.

e stopped penalizing recipients who took part-time or
tenporary jobs.

We required teenage nothers to finish their education and to
[ive at home.

W required nothers with older children to seek and find work
or risk having their benefits reduced.

And we required welfare recipients wth substance abuse
probl ens to undergo treatnent.

Over the last year, we have doubled the nunber of welfare
famlies in job training and placenent prograns to 40, 000.

Because of our welfare-to-work initiative, another 41,000
famlies nmoved fromthe public aid rolls to the private payrolls
in just the last 12 nonths.

That is a 32 percent increase in the nunber of famlies who
will be able to becone self-sufficient over the previous year, and
brings the total to nore than 200 thousand since January 1991.

Those are famlies who no | onger depend on a governnent check
but rely on thenselves to earn a paycheck and the pride it brings.

We are beating the national tinetable for welfare reform

And Illinois | ast year recorded the | owest public aid casel oad

since the early 1970s.
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Some critics of welfare reform have suggested welfare
reci pients are being puni shed.

That is certainly not what is driving reformin Illinois.

As a matter of fact, Illinois was anong the first states to
offer state-funded benefits to the nost needy |legal inmmgrants
after Congress unwi sely cut themoff in the federal welfare reform
bill.

Qur programto provide assistance to thousands of inmm grant
children and to elderly or disabled immgrants cut off from food
stanps gives themvital nutritional services.

By law that programw || expire in August.

| am asking vyou, the General Assenbly, to ext end it
permanently. No, welfare reformisn't about punishnent.

It's about encouraging, stinulating and hel pi ng peopl e who can
beconme self-sufficient to turn away from dependence on gover nnent
and toward the pride of a paycheck

But as we |l earned from Project Success, we need to | ook at the
bi g picture.

We nust recogni ze and we have recogni zed that roadbl ocks can
sonetinmes stand in the way of welfare parents becom ng a working
parent .

A parent who cannot find transportation to his or her job or
cannot arrange decent safe <child care has far |ess chance of
succeedi ng.

We responded with transportation prograns in partnership wth
private enployers, that help people get to work.

For exanple, the private and public sectors joined |ast year
to create a new wel fare-to-work bus routes in Chicago netropolitan
ar ea.

The buses take people working their way off welfare from the
city to their suburban jobs in the suburbs at United Airlines.

W also have provided record funding for child care, $380
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mllion this year alone.

That is an increase of $100 mllion fromthe previous year.

It is the second |argest funding increase in the country.

And it nmeans we are providing seven tinmes nore for child care
than we were providing just seven years ago.

And we will do nore.

For ol der children, structured activities after the school day
ends can nean the difference between a life centered on success
and a life scarred by drugs, gangs, pregnancy and droppi ng out of
school

Through our Teen Reach initiative, this admnistration wll
devel op prograns to provide activities and gui dance for students
after school while their parents are at work.

W also wll build on the progress we have nmade in doing a
better job of coordinating existing prograns that serve kids under
t he age of 5.

Earlier this nmonth, | asked citizens fromthroughout |Illinois
to help wus identify the barriers to coordination of early
chi | dhood prograns.

Soon we wll launch projects throughout Illinois, just as we
did with Project Success, to help us determ ne the nost effective
ways of tearing down those barriers.

As people nmove from welfare to work, and as people find
t hensel ves in danger of nmoving fromwork to welfare, the need for
child care services becones even greater

And we wi Il respond.

Through community colleges, we will train welfare nothers to
becone |icensed child care providers.

That will give us the double benefit of increasing child care
in the community while creating enploynent opportunities for
adul ts.

In addition, we will make | owcost | oans available for those
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seeking to open child care facilities.

And we will help people cut through the red tape and get quick
answers to questions about |[|icensing and standards through our
First Stop Business information center.

Meanwhi | e, we nust expand and inprove upon our initiatives to
help welfare recipients and other unenployed or underenpl oyed
citizens of our state find work.

Last fall, we launched an effort in Chicago to work wth
organi zations and community agencies in focusing on the hard core
unenpl oyed.

Many have been on welfare for a long tine, and sone perhaps
for alnost all their |ives.

Now we are prepared to take these initiatives statew de and
hel p peopl e throughout this state who have sel dom or never worked
becone productive citizens.

W can make welfare reformsucceed in this state just as we
are making nental health reform succeed.

Toget her we have dranmatically reforned our care and treatnent
of those with nental illness or disabilities.

W transformed the system from one that relies heavily on
state hospitals and institutions, to one where nost who need our
help are cared for in community-based facilities.

Near their |oved ones.

In settings where they often can work, can be productive, can
be as self-sufficient as possible.

| mproving community nmental health services has helped cut
adm ssions to state hospitals in half.

For those who have been treated in state hospitals they're far
less likely to return because of the follow up services those
community agencies are now providi ng.

Toget her we have prevented problens not just reacted to them

| tal ked about the inportance of prevention on ny first day as
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gover nor.

Every doll ar we spend on prevention neans dollar after dollar
we don't have to spend tonorrow correcting our failure to act.

My admnistration has nearly doubled the funding for early
chi | dhood education progranms that help prevent kids fromfailing.

| muni zations of children are at an all-tinme high.

We're doing a better job <coordinating Illinois' innovative
prograns to conbat teenage pregnancy.

And the nunber of teenage girls having babies is at an
ei ght -year | ow.

W have made managed care and prenatal servi ces nor e
accessi ble to pregnant wonen.

And the infant nortality rate is at an all-tinme lowin
I1linois, newborn deaths are down nearly 22 percent since 1990.

Li ves can be | ost at any age.

Lives al so can be saved at any age.

Brenda's Help M Grow canpai gn has helped nore than 100, 000
II'linois famlies get the information they needed about health and
safety issues for their children.

Those <calls to the Help Me Gow hotline prevented problens
and, yes, they saved |ives.

And next nonth Brenda will unveil a conprehensive well ness
gui de.

It will give nothers practical information on howto keep
their babies and thenselves healthy through pregnancy and the
first two years of life.

The budget that 1'lIl announce next nonth will include the
funding for the Ofice of Wonen's Health, initiated by Brenda | ast
year to expand awareness of health issues critical to wonen at
md-life.

Through a toll-free hel pline, wonen can quickly get answers to

their health questions or referrals to comunity-based resources.
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This office, only one of five in the entire nation, will be in
the forefront as we encourage wonen to adopt healthier |ifestyles
and take care of their health needs.

Meanwhile, I look forward to the recomendations of the
Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen that | appointed | ast year -
recomendations that I hope will generate constructive dial ogue
and real progress.

| asked that comm ssion, under the |eadership of Paula WlIff,
presi dent of Governors' State University, to develop strategies
that wll help wonen overcone obstacles in their lives and in the
wor kpl ace.

The comm ssion is |ooking at issues such as equal pay, equal
access to the lending market, safe and high-quality child care,
strong enforcenent of |laws on the books to protect wonen from
donestic violence and from sexual assault.

| am confident we can address these issues, just as we have
addressed other tough issues involving famlies t hr oughout
I11inois.

By working together we have given all working Illinoisans the
freedomto change jobs without fear of |osing insurance coverage
for thenselves and their famlies.

And we have noved to give our working poor nore stability in
their lives by allowng them greater access to health care
coverage for their children

Too many of our Jlowincone famlies are living without a
safety net.

Too many have no nedi cal insurance coverage at all

They earn too nuch to qualify for Medicai d.

But they cannot afford regular health insurance.

Earlier this nonth, this admnistration extended health care
coverage to nore than 40,000 uninsured children of the working

poor .
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That neans they can get the regular checkups, vision and
hearing screenings, imrunizations, prescription drugs and dental
care that are so inportant to grow ng up healthy.

That means unexpected injury or illness will not drive those
al ready strapped famlies into financial ruin.

W wll extend that coverage to tens of thousands of nore
uni nsured children, and I ook forward working with you this year
to inplenent that program

By covering nore children of the working poor, we are hel ping
even nore famlies stay off the welfare rolls.

We are giving those kids a better chance to grow up healthy
and strong.

We are making those famlies stronger.

And neanwhile we are going to help strengthen other famlies
in which 70,000 Illinois children are being raised solely by a
gr andpar ent .

Currently, there are about 30 support groups for those
gr andpar ent s.

This could be doubled under the budget I'Il announce next
nont h.

At the sane tinme, we need to help others of our senior
citizens who need sone nursing care but who want to retain the
i ndependence and dignity of living at hone.

Tens of thousands of famlies in this state know what |[|'m
t al ki ng about .

Senior citizens find they no |longer can live independently in
t heir hones.

But many feel they are inposing if they nmove in wth their
adult children and their famlies.

O they are concerned about financially draining thensel ves or
their famlies.

They do not need nursing hone care. They seek a less
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restrictive and | ess expensive alternative.

My adm nistration has inplenented a pilot program that wll
test the ability of the private sector to provide this alternative
in the formof assisted living units.

And we will work closely wwth nmenbers of this General Assenbly
on that issue in the nonths ahead.

W also wll expand the Illinois READS program by recruiting
even nore senior citizens to mentor and tutor young students.

It's the kind of programwe |ike to encourage and support.

Seniors continue-contributing to a better world.

Youngsters get a boost toward realizing their full potential.

And we nust nmeke sure on many fronts that kids get this
support.

Lives can be |lost at any age. They al so can be saved at any
age.

We took the red tape out of adoption in the early days of this
adm ni strati on.

And the nunber of abused and neglected children who were
pl aced i n permanent, |oving hones have increased nearly sixfold.

Adoptions of these deserving children doubled over the |ast
year alone, and we expect to nearly double them again over the
next two years.

As part of that effort, nmy admnistration next nonth wll
| aunch a partnership with enployers throughout Illinois to recruit
nore adoptive parents by easing possible work-rel ated concerns.

And | pledge to you today: |Illinois wll neet and surpass
President Cinton's challenge to double the nunber of adoptions of
abused and negl ected children within the next four years.

W also wll rely on our nationally acclainmed guardi anship
pr ogr am

It facilitates permanent placenent wth foster parents who

don't want to adopt but who want to provide caring honmes for those
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ki ds.

Lives can be lost at any age. They can be saved at any age.

And while we help nore and nore |l oving responsible adults to
save the lives of children through adoption and guardi anship, we
al so are insisting that other parents be responsible.

Each and every year of ny admnistration we have collected a
record amount of child support paynents adding up to $1.5 billion.

That is nearly two-thirds of all the child support noney taken
in by state agencies since 1976.

In fact, our child support enforcement unit at the Departnent
of Public Ad was recently honored with the Mdst |nproved Award
fromthe National Child Support Enforcenent Association.

Qur programto establish paternity - something crucial to
child support collection - has al so drawn national attention.

And we are adding a new weapon to our child support arsenal, a
system to track new hires so we can collect child support through
t he workpl ace.

That innovation came froma task force headed by Lieutenant
Gover nor Kustra.

Meanwhi l e, initiatives on other fronts are paying dividends as
wel | .

In ny 1993 State of the State address, | unveiled an
initiative to intervene in the lives of high school dropouts.

Through interaction with the Illinois National Guard, at-risk
youths learn discipline and gain inspiration to change the
direction of their lives.

More than 2,800 youths have received their diplomas through
the Lincoln's Challenge Program and nore than 1,000 of them went
on to coll ege and vocational schools.

Seated with Brenda in the gallery today are three young people
who have at |east three things in comon.

Each dropped out of high school. Each earned a GED diplonma
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t hrough Lincoln's Challenge. And all three went on to coll ege.

And their success is typical of this inportant program

' d like for you to welcone these Lincoln's Challenge
graduates: N cole Jones of Chicago; please stand Melissa Arnold
of Decatur; and Daniel Brautigan of Villa Park.

Lives can be lost at any age. Lives can be saved at any age.

And one of the ways to save lives is to protect our people
fromthose who turn to crine, fromthose who disrupt I|ives, and
those who ruin lives, those who take lives.

This adm ni stration has proposed, supported, and with the help
of this Legislature, enacted |aws that make sure sex offenders,
drug kingpins, drive-by shooters and other crimnals pay the price
for their terrible crines.

We now have a truth-in-sentencing law that guarantees these
enem es of society will stay behind bars, where they belong, for a
I ong, long tine.

We have built the prisons to keep themthere securely with as
much safety as possible for those who guard them

More than 8,600 prison beds have been added during ny term as
Gover nor.

A 40 percent increase in prison capacity during the |ast seven
years.

We have established a gang-free prison.

W ended famly picnics that increased the risk of contraband
bei ng snuggled into the prisons.

We took down the curtains that inmates put in their cells to
hide their activities from prison guards.

W have changed the prison at Pontiac to a total segregation
unit for undisciplined i nmates.

We have inpl enented drug testing.

And we are doing nore.

In the com ng weeks the Departnent of Corrections wll begin
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moving 500 of the state's nost unruly and dangerous inmates into
t he new Super Max prison at Tamrs.

At the sane tinme the Illinois State Police wll put new
technology to use in war against crine.

Technology to mnake positive identification on suspects far
nor e qui ckly.

Technology to do nore effective and efficient background
checks on applicants for jobs involving care of children, the
el derly and the sick.

And technology to put notorists in touch nore rapidly and
easily with the State Police when they encounter trouble on our
roads.

Last Septenber, the state police teamed up wth the University
of Illinois and the Illinois Council for the Prevention of
Violence to form the nation's first regional institute for
communi ty policing.

And we also have established six comunity policing support
centers to work wth local Ilaw enforcenent agenci es and
nei ghbor hoods.

Meanwhile we also have taken historical, nonunental strides
to protect our natural resources.

| can't think of many things nore inportant than providing our
children with an environnent better than the one we inherited from
our parents and grandparents.

We have | aunched Conservation 2,000 and many other initiatives
to preserve and enhance our natural resources, to conserve our
preci ous I1linois top soil and to greatly expand outdoor
recreational opportunities.

We have added or inproved 475 mles of new trails throughout
I11inois.

And this year we will add another 50 mles of trailway to the

Gand Illinois Trail that will cross 18 northern Illinois counties
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to link the shores of Lake Mchigan to the banks of the
M ssi ssi ppi R ver.

| amvery proud of our Illinois River Initiative, led by
Li eutenant Governor Kustra, that wll restore and protect this
i nportant inland waterway and its watershed.

Moreover, this year we will provide additional resources at
Savanna, at Joliet, at Site Min Cass County, at Sangchris Lake
State Park and along the Little Vermlion R ver, where we are
preserving natural areas for future generations.

We should be, and we will be held accountable for what we have
done in the twlight of the 20th Century to strengthen our state
in the 21st Century.

Accountability is inportant. W demand it of others. e
shoul d demand it of ourselves.

And | believe we can strengthen this state by anendi ng our
state constitution in two key areas to enhance accountability.

Education and the judiciary.

| f education is the state governnent's top priority, and |
think we all agree it 1is, the individual who should be nost
accountable is the state's chief executive: the Governor.

And yet the accountability is blurred today. The governor has
no direct-line of authority over those who inplenent our education
policies at the state |evel.

| am asking this General Assenbly to put before the voters a
Constitutional anendnent putting the Governor clearly in charge
t hrough a Cabinet-1evel Departnent of Education.

Then the next Governor, whoever that person my be, can be
nmore accountabl e and responsi ble for our public education system
its successes and its shortcom ngs.

The ot her constitutional anmendnent | am proposing invol ves the
I1linois Courts Comm ssion which sits in judgnent on judges.

Last spring this little-known conm ssion received a great deal
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of attention.

Its inpartiality was called into question.

And public trust in our judicial systemwas di m ni shed.

We need to anmend the Illinois Constitution to help restore
that | ost faith.

| am proposing that we expand the comm ssion so that the
judging of judges is not left up entirely to their fellow judges.

And | am proposing that the conm ssion be required to adopt
formal and public rules that govern its procedures.

Meanwhile, | am again calling for this General Assenbly to
pass additional ethics |egislation.

W have rewitten our purchasing act, i ncl udi ng nor e
accountability and nore safeguards agai nst abuse.

And it is tinme to extend the ethics reforns that state
agencies under ny jurisdiction are already following to every
ot her branch of state governnent.

By Executive Oder last sumer, | have prohibited enpl oyees
under ny control and their famlies fromaccepting gifts val ued at
nore than $50 from conpani es and individuals with whomthey deal

| am asking once again that this General Assenbly wite those
reforms into |law so they apply to every area of state governnent.

And | am asking you once again to establish a state ethics
comm ssion by law to oversee conflict-of-interest-issues in al
agenci es of state governnent, in all branches of state governnent.

As | told you |ast year, | believe we also should continue
reform ng our canpaign finance | aws.

The public and the nedia should be able to easily determ ne
where political candi dates get their noney, how nuch they get and
how t hey spend it.

W& now require that canpaign finance reports be available on
the Internet.

That is a good first step.
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But | Dbelieve we should make the information even nore
accessi bl e and nore conpl ete.

We should require contributors to fully identify thenselves,
including their full nanmes, addresses, occupations, and enpl oyers.

And we should increase the penalties for those political
commttees that do not file the proper financial disclosures in
full or on tine.

Over the |l ast seven years we have conquered many chal |l enges.

We have acconplished nmuch for the people of Illinois.

W have tried to be a smarter governnment not a status quo
gover nnent .

A better governnent not a bigger governnent.

But our job is not done.

We nust continue to search for the child who needs our hel ping
hand.

We nust redouble our efforts to nmake our nei ghbor hoods safer.

Qur senior citizens nore secure.

Qur famlies stronger and healthier.

W nust continue to pronote quality education that wll
prepare our children and grandchildren for the chall enges they
wll face.

We nust chal |l enge the conventional wi sdom W nust chall enge
our sel ves.

Lives can be lost at any age. Lives also can be saved at any
age.

Let us continue to build an Illinois for the 21st Century
where our <children and their children can see their dreans
ful filled.

Thank you.

Speaker Madigan: "WIIl the Commttee of Escort please cone
forward to escort the Governor from the chanbers? The

President of the Senate is recognized for a Mdtion."
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Senator Philip: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. | nove that the Joint
Session do now arise."

Speaker Madi gan: "The President of the Senate has noved that the
Joint Session do now arise. All those in favor signify by
saying 'aye'; all opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it
and the Joint Session will now arise. The regular Session
will conme to order. M. derk. M. derk, read the
Adj our nmrent Resol ution."

Cerk Rossi: "House Joi nt Resol uti on #46, of fered by
Representative Currie. Be it resolved by the House of
Representatives of the 90th General Assenbly of the State
of Illinois, the Senate concurring herein, that when the
House of Representatives adjourns on Wdnesday, January 28,
1998, it stands adjourned until Tuesday, February 3, 1998
at 1:00 p.m; and when it adjourns on that day, it stands
adjourned wuntil Wednesday, February 4, 1998, and when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Tuesday,
February 10, 1998 in Perfunctory Session, and when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Tuesday,
February 17, 1998 in Perfunctory Session, and when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
February 18, 1998 at 11:30 a.m; and when the Senate
adj ourns on Thursday, January 29, 1998 it stands adjourned
until Wednesday, February 18, 1998."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Resolution. The Chair

recogni zes the Majority Leader. Representative Currie.”

Currie: "l nove adoption of the Adjournnent Resol ution."”

Speaker Madigan: "Those in favor of the Resolution, say 'aye';
t hose opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it, the Resolution
is adopted. M. Cderk, is there anything further to cone

bef ore the House?"

Clerk Rossi: "An announcenent, the House Rules Commttee wll
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Speaker

Cerk

meet today at 1:30 p.m in the Speaker's Conference Room
The Rules Commttee will neet at 1:30 in the Speaker's
Conf erence Room "

Madi gan: "M d erk, did M . Bl ack hear that
announcenent? Did M. Black hear the announcenent? The
Motion is that the House do stand adjourned until Tuesday
February 3 at 1:00 p.m Those in favor say 'aye'; those
opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The House does
stand adjourned until Tuesday, February 3 at 1:00 p.m
providing that there will be a Rules Commttee Meeting this
afternoon. And providing Perfunctory time for the Cerk to
adm nister to the needs of Representative Bl ack."

Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil

2607, offered by Representative Stroger, a Bill for an Act
to amend the Counties Code. House Bill 2608, offered by
Representative Cowlishaw, a Bill for an Act to anend the
School Code. House Bill 2609, offered by Representative
Cowishaw, a Bill for an Act to anend the School Code.
House Bill 2610, offered by Representative Skinner, a Bil

for an Act <concerning the Board of Health. House Bill
2611, offered by Representative Cowishaw, a Bill for an
Act to anend the School Code. House Bill 2612, offered by
Representative Cowishaw, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
School Code. House Bill 2613, offered by Representative
Cow i shaw, a Bill for an Act to anmend the School Code.
House Bill 2614, offered by Representative Cow ishaw, a
Bill for an Act to anend the School Code. House Bill 2615,

of fered by Representative Cowishaw, a Bill for an Act to
amend the School Construction Law. House Bill 2616,
of fered by Representative Cowishaw, a Bill for an Act to
amend the School Code. House Bill 2617, offered by
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Representative Lawfer, a Bill for an Act to anend the
II'linois Act on Aging. House Bill 2618, offered by
Representative Lawfer, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Partnership for Long-term Care Act. House Bill 2619,
of fered by Representative Tom Johnson, a Bill for an Act to

amend the Local Governnent Professional Services Selection
Act. House Bill House Bill 2620, offered by Representative
Lang, a Bill for an Act neking appropriations to the

Departnent of Human Services. House Bill 2621, offered by

Representative Lang, a Bill for an Act concerning liability
for the provision of health care. House Bill 2622, offered
by Representati ve Lang, a Bill for an Act nmaking
appropriations to the Departnent of Human Servi ces. House
Bill 2623, offered by Representative Lang, a Bill for an

Act to amend the Ment al Heal t h and Devel oprent al

Disabilities Code. House Bill 2624, of fered by
Representative Lang, a Bill for Act to anmend the Mental
Health and Disabilities Admnistrative Act. House Bil

2625, offered by Representative Lang, a Bill for an Act to
amend the Mental Health and Developnental Disabilities
Code. House Bill 2626, offered by Representative Lang, a
Bill for an Act to anend the Ment al Heal t h and
Devel opnmental Disabilities Code. House Bill 2627, offered
by Representative Lang, a Bill for an Act to anmend the

Senior Citizens and D sabled Persons Property Tax Relief

and Pharmaceutical Assistance Act. House Bill 2628,
offered Dby Representative Lang, a Bill for an Act to anmend
t he Ment al Heal t h and Devel opnent al Disabilities
Adm ni strative Act. Continuing on the order of Lang.

House Bill 2629, offered by Representative Lang, a Bill for
an Act concerning wutilization review of health care

servi ces. House Bill 2630, offered by Representative
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Biggins, a Bill for an Act concerning the safety and
soundness of public investnents. House Bill 2631, offered
by Representative Milligan, a Bill for an Act regarding
tel ephone sales calls. House Bill 2632, offered by
Representative G anberg, a Bill for an Act to anmend the

Cerk

Public Community College Act. House Bill 2633, offered by

Representative Joe Lyons, a Bill for an Act to anend the
I1linois Vehi cl e Code. House Bill 2634, offered by
Representative McAuliffe, a Bill for an Act to permt

retired peace officers to carry concealed firearns. House
Bill 2635, offered by Representative Kubik, a Bill for an
Act to amend the Bond Issue Notification Act. House Bill
2636, offered by Representative G anberg, a Bill for an Act
to amend certain Act s in relation to pensi ons.
I ntroduction and First Reading of these House Bills."

Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara Flynn Currie,
Chai r per son on the Commttee on Rules to which the
foll ow ng neasures were referred, action taken on January
28, 1998, reported the same back wth the follow ng
recommendat i ons: to the floor for consideration, Floor
Amendnent 1 to House Bill 2473 and House Bill 21. There
being no further business, the House Perfunctory Session

st ands adj ourned. "
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