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Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The House shal
conme to order. The Menbers shall be in their chairs. W
shall be led in prayer today by the Reverend Lee Crawford.
Reverend Crawford is associated with the Victory Tenple
Church in Christ, in Springfield. Reverend Crawford."

Reverend Crawford: "Let us all pray. Most gracious and almghty
God. Qur heavenly Creator, who has dom nion over |ife and
death, we ask that You grant to us the grace to renenber
with love and reverence that it takes the strength of God
to sustain us. It takes the power of God to preserve us
and it takes the hand of God to protect us, the way of God
to direct us. So may the |ove of God and the peace of God
be with us this day and always. This we kindly pray.
Amen. "

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representative O Brien."

OBrien - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, wwth Iiberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie. Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you Speaker, and Menbers of the House. Please |et
the record show that Representative Carol Ronen is del ayed
because of official business and she should be excused
until she arrives and checks in with the Cerk. Possibly,
ot hers are del ayed because of inclenment weather, but we
have no ot her excused absences to report."”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, WM. Speaker. The record would reflect that
Representative Bergman i s excused today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 116
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Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a
quorum present. M. Cerk. Commttee announcenent."

Clerk Bolin: "The Rules Committee will neet imrediately in the
Speaker's Conference Room The Rules Commttee will neet
i medi ately in the Speaker's Conference Room ™

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk. Agreed Resolutions.”

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 709, offered by Representative
Dani el s; House Resolution 710, offered by Representative
Dani el s; House Resolution 711, offered by Speaker Madi gan;
House Resol ution 713, offered by Representative G anberg;
House Resolution 714, offered by Representative Gash;
House Resolution 715, offered by Representative Howard;
House Resolution 716, offered by Representative Brady;
House Resolution 717, offered by Representative G anberg;
House Resolution 718, offered by Representative Parke;
House Resol ution 724, offered by Speaker Madi gan."

Clerk Bolin: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 709, offered
by Representative Daniels; House Resolution 710, offered by
Representative Dani el s; House Resolution 711, offered by
Speaker Madi gan; House Resol ution 713, offered by
Representati ve G anberg; House Resolution 714, offered by
Representative Gash; House Resolution 715, offered by
Representative Howard; House Resolution 716, offered by
Representative Brady; House Resolution 717, offered by
Representative G anberg; House Resolution 718, offered by
Represent ati ve Parke; and House Resol ution 724, offered by
Speaker Madi gan. "

Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The House shal
cone to order. The Menbers shall be in their chairs. The
Chair would ask the staff to retire to the rear of the
Chanber . M. derk, we shall be on the Order of House

Resolution 724. Wuld the staff please retire to the rear
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of the chanber. Wuld the Menbers pl ease take their seats.
Wuld the Menbers please take their seats. Representative
Fei genhol t z. Representative Feigenholtz. The Chair
recogni zes M. Daniels. M. Daniels. Wuld the Menbers
pl ease be in their chairs. Proceed."

Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House. Last
week | had the pleasure, and | nean indeed the pleasure, to
be in Washington, D.C. with George Ryan and Mayor Dal ey and
many other individuals from the State of |Illinois to
W tness an event that brought a great sense of pride, not
only to me, but | amsure to every Menber of this Chanber,
presently serving and having previously served. As |
w tnessed the swearing in and the election of Congressman
Dennis Hastert to Speaker of the House, United States House
of Representatives. Now, Speaker Madi gan, you shoul d be
aware that there is a certain individual in the House right
now t hat has changed one of the letters in his nane and put
a't' init. And, he has said, that cone Wednesday this is
the hat that he is going to start wearing. | amnot going
to say who that is, Brent, but sonme people m ght want to

refer to that. But, let ne tell you, the tone that he set

and the timng of his elevation to Speaker, | think is
great for the country, certainly great for |Illinois and
certainly one that | think that all of us can |earn by,

live by, and |learn to adapt together to nake sure that we
all  work very hard to elimnate sone of the problens that
we have seen over the |last few years. And |, for one,
i ntend to adopt the spirit of Denny Hastert, the
Congressional Delegation fromlllinois and the spirit that
was set today in the Inaugural by George Ryan in his
reference to bipartisanship and working together to resolve

the problens for the people of the State of Illinois. Here
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we have a man from Yorkville, Illinois, a comobn nan. A
man that was a westling coach, a football coach, and a
t eacher. A man that coached a team to a state
chanpi onshi p. And at that point, little did we know t hat
soneday he woul d be coaching all of us in the United States
House of Representatives and the third nost influential and
powerful person in the United States of America today and
arguably, one of the nobst powerful people in the world
today. Denny Hastert was our coach. Wwen he was in the
II'linois General Assenbly, he served with distinction and
presi ded over the rewite of the Public Uility Code. He
handl ed many conpl ex pieces of |egislation, and those of us
that served wth himknew at that point, that he was able
to identify inportant issues, to understand them to learn
them to work hard to nove those forward on behal f of al
of Illinois. So, | don't knowif it is with a great sense
of pride that Tom Cross sits there and smles, because Tom

as you may know, is his legislator, and Tomis close, now

calling his friend, Denny, his "best friend', as you can
i magi ne. But he al so canme up, he says, 'He was ny history
teacher.' And | said, 'Wll, mybe we don't want to refer

to that in this chanbers because Denny's been so successf ul
in other itens, Tom we don't want to go and di scuss those
as it relates to you.' But, I know you join nme in the
adoption of House Resolution 724 in the spirit of
everything that is good in governnment today. Wth the hope
for a better future and a hope for the best for al

Anmericans, and certainly as Illinois' favorite son, we | ook

forward to working with him So, God Bl ess Denny Hastert,

and God Bl ess you all. Thank you."
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie."
Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | had the
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pl easure of serving with Denny Hastert in this chanber and
| would echo all the good things about him Representative
Daniels has said. He was a pleasure to work wth
Sonmebody who took the job of legislating seriously, who
understood the needs of the people back hone, who was able
to find ways to negotiate and conprom se. | do renenber a
time when Denny put his hat in the ring for higher office.
It was while he was a Menber of this chanber. The CGovernor
had proposed a tax on sale of junk food. Denny hoped,
hoped hard, that he m ght be naned the first Illinois junk
food czar. One of the other contenders for the post, Alan
G ei man, was unsuccessful too, but they both gave it their
all in that hot and heavy canpaign in 1985. Nei t her chap
won that opportunity, the opportunity to define what is and

what is not junk food for purposes of state taxation.

Representative Geiman went on to the Illinois Appellate
Court. Denny Hastert is now Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives. | have to say that the spurs

they earned in that canpaign, doubtless, hel ped t hem nmake
t he quest successful for these other high offices, and |
woul d have to say that perhaps we are all better off that
Representative Geiman is on the Appellate Court and that

Denny Hastert is the Speaker of the United States House.

was delighted when | saw Denny nmaking his acceptance
speech, stand not at the podium but at the well. For as
he said, that was his house, the house of the well, the

house of all the Menbers, not the place of a hierarchical
kind of person. | think Denny |earned that kind of
approach, that kind of skill while he was here in this
House, and | was delighted, too, to hear himtal k about the
i nportance of cooperating, the inportance of negotiating,

t he i nmportance of renenbering the fol ks back home, and al
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of our interests in seeing to it that we solve rea

probl ens facing real people, not engage in bitter, divisive

partisan activities. So, | amthrilled with Denny's new
post, and as | say, | was really plunping for him just in
case he is listening, | wanted himto win the Illinois junk
food czar post. But, since he did not wwn that, | would

have to say that this is not a bad second choice.
Congr at ul ati ons, Denny. We're all your friends and we're
all looking forward to working with you."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the debate and M. Daniels
moves for the adoption of the Resolution. Those in favor

say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no’'. The 'ayes' have it, and

the Resolution is adopted. M. derk, an announcenent.
Announcenent . "
Clerk Bolin: "Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara Flynn

Currie, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Rules, to which
the foll owm ng nmeasures referred, action taken on January
11, 1999, reported the sane back wth the follow ng
recommendat i ons: "direct for consideration' for House
Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill #937."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Slone, for
t he purpose of an announcenent.™

Sl one: "Thank you, Speaker. | would just I|ike to welconme the
various executives of Peoria County who are here for the
various inaugurations today. Wlcone to Springfield."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, on page 2 of the Calendar, on the
Order of Senate Bills-Second Readi ng, there appears Senate
Bill 937. The Chair recognizes M. Daniels.”

Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen of the House. A
point of personal privilege, we have 2 new Menbers, that
wi th your indulgence, | would like to introduce to the

chanbers. W have a Menber that was just sworn in at 3:30
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this afternoon, from Lake County. She is replacing Corinne
Wod for the next few days. She is fromthe 59th District.
Wul d you please welconme WMary B. (sic-Beattie) to the
chanbers. Representative B. (sic-Beattie). Fromthe 81st
District, we're joined by Patty Bell ock, who was elected in
the General Assenbly, but she is being swornin in a few
days, because our very own Congresswonan Judy Biggert has
now taken the oath of office in Washington. So, please
wel cone Representative Bellock fromthe 81lst District.

Representative Bell ock. Thank you, Sir."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. W, too,
have 2 new Menbers to wel cone today. Both are people who
were elected to the 91st GCeneral Assenbly, but their
predecessors have already noved on to the big House in
Washi ngton. So, please join ne in welcomng our 2 new
ones, Representative Julie Hanps, who takes the place of
Representative Jan Schakowsky, and Representative Jim
Fow er, who repl aces new Congressnman David Phel ps.™

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, on page 2 of the Cal endar on the
Order of Senate Bills-Second Readi ng, there appears Senate

Bill 937. M. Cerk, what is the status of the Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 937. The Bill has been read a second
time previously. Fl oor Amendnent #1, of fered by
Representati ve Currie, has been approved for

consi deration.”
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie on Floor Amendnent #1."
Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This is
| egislation that was fornerly adopted by this House nore
than a year ago. The Governor, Dbecause of technical
reasons rai sed by the Departnent of Revenue, was forced to

veto the Bill. Those techni cal problens have since been
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Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Curri e:

Bl ack:
Curri e:
Bl ack:

Curri e:

cl eaned up and what the neasure does is to provide a
di fferent basis for taxing the leasing of high-tech
conputer equipnent. In the long run, this in fact wll be
a noney- nmaker for the state. | know of no opposition.
The Departnent of Revenue is now for the neasure and so was
former Governor Edgar. W trust that new Governor Ryan
will be equally enthusiastic. | would be happy to answer
your questions and woul d appreciate your support for the
adoption of this Amendnent.”

Madi gan: "The Lady noves for the adoption of the
Amendnment. On the Amendnent, the Chair recognizes M.

Bl ack. "

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Madi gan: " The Sponsor yields."

"Representative Currie, ny conputer shows Representative

Smith 1is the Sponsor of the Anendnent. Have you taken the
Amendnent over from Representative Smth?"

"I did not file the Arendnent. | believe Staff did and
they apparently thought they were filing it in ny nanme. |

don't know. "

"Ckay. Just a technical thing."

"Anot her technical problem™

"But | knew you weren't Representative Smth. Al t hough,
if 1 was sponsoring this Amendnent, | mght want to use a
pseudonym nysel f. Representative, | don't understand why,

when all we hear today is attracting technol ogi cal business
and industry, training qualified technicians to operate
this equi pnent, why the desire to inpose a newtax on the
| easing of the technol ogical equipnment that is outlined in
the Amendnent? | amnot sure | understand that."

"Representative, maybe I m sspoke or maybe you
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Bl ack:

Curri e:

m sunderstood that those transactions are currently taxed
today. The issue is changing the way in which the state
and local units of governnent tax those | ong-term]| eases.
This neasure was, in fact, requested by the high-tech
conpani es that engage in conputer |eases for hospitals and
other major entities. And this change is one that they
believe wll inprove their conpetitive status, not nake
this state less conpetitive, wth respect to t hese
activities. So, it's not a question of new taxes. They're
al ready taxed. This changes the basis of the tax froma
tax on the full price for each transaction to a tax at a
hi gher rate than other sales taxes along the way."

"Wl |, let nme try and do a 'for instance'. Hi gh
t echnol ogy nedi cal equi prment would be subjected to this
8.25% |ease tax. And | assune any high technol ogy nedi cal
equi pnent would be sonething like an MI, the |atest
generation of that equipnent. So, like all taxes, then
obvi ously the consuner, the person having the MR, wll pay
the tax, literally. |It's figured in the rate, I am sure,

on that piece of equipnment. Wuld they not?"

"Conpared to the current... the current way of taxing in
which the tax rate would be based on the full purchase
price. So, in fact, this wll nean a |lower tax rate for

the ultinmate consunmer of the high-tech services, as well
as, of +the Ileasing entity. The nedical... the hospital,
what have you."

"That's what has nme confused. Are you saying that
currently... Wat do | pay currently if | |ease a piece of
hi gh-tech nmedical equipnent? VWhat would be ny t ax
l[iability under current |aw?"

"I't would be the 5%state sales tax plus the 1%l oca

tax, and dependi ng on where you happen to be, any other
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Bl ack:

Curri e:
Bl ack:

Curri e:

Bl ack:

Curri e:

| ocal sales taxes that mght be eligible to be included."”

"Ckay, now...

"On the conplete purchase price. So, if that's a mllion
dol Il ar piece of equipnment, you would be paying 6.245 or the
7% on the mllion dollar equipnent, rather than paying the
8.x on the actual |ease period."

"All right. So, | would pay the tax on the price of the
pi ece of equipnent.”

"Ri ght."

"All right. So, is it then safe to assune that right now
if I wanted to lease a piece of MI equipnent from a
manuf acturer, wunder <current tax lawin Illinois, | could
not do that and spread ny tax paynents over the life of the
| ease?"

"That is exactly right. That was why the vendors were
anxious for this change."

"Now, | know I've had differences with the Departnent of
Revenue, for exanple, on the autonobile leasing tax and |
hope that we revisit that in the spring. But what happens
if I make this lease for 5 years, will the departnent tax
on the lease price or wll they sonehow manage to get ne,
the hospital, the end user, on what the actual purchase
price was? Either by a payout at the end or... because
they can be very creative, as | think they are on an
aut onobi l e | ease. "

"Representative, | have great faith in the Departnent of
Revenue and | am sure that under George Ryan our faith wll
only be twofold, fivefold from what it is today. The
departnment assures us that they wll tax exactly as this
measure would require themto do on the cost of the |ease
rat her than on the purchase price. And if they don't do as

we ask them to do when we pass this neasure, why then

10
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Curri e:

Bl ack:

Curri e:
Bl ack:

Curri e:

will join you and storm the barricades of the |Illinois

Departnent of Revenue, hand in hand."

"I certainly... | certainly could use your help. The |ast
guesti on. If the lease is for 5 years and the tax on the
val ue of that | ease cones out to be, certainly, less than

it would be on the purchase price, the tax being on the
purchase price and then I own that piece of equipnent. How
wi |l that piece of equipnent be | ooked at by the Departnent
of Revenue, after the | ease has been conpleted? | now own
the piece of equipnent. Are they going to tax ne on any

resi dual val ue on that equi pnment?"

"First... | am not sure | can exactly answer the
guestion. But it's my understanding that rarely will they
actually buy the equipnent, in part, because this whole
i ndustry is undergoi ng massi ve technol ogi cal change. You
also will note that the rate of taxation that wll be

applied to | ease is higher than what you would pay on an
ordinary sales transaction and that is, in part, in order
to make sure that this is not a big noney loser for the
State of Illinois.™

"The only other question | have, Representative, and |

appreci ate your indul gence, our analysis makes reference to

a 'sunset provision'. |Is this particular Act of the Lease
Tax provision in this Amendnent? Is it subject to a
‘sunset' ?"

"I believe that is right. So that we can..."

"Because it says that conputer equi pnent used in hospitals
and per haps governnental bodies would be exenpt from the
'sunset' provision. | am a Ilittle confused by what is
covered under a 'sunset' and what is not."

"We're checking. Thank you very nmuch, Representative.

We're checking because of course, as you know, unless it

11
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specifically states that it isn't subject to 'sunset', it
is."

Bl ack: " Ckay. | can't find any reference to a 'sunset' in the

Act, and yet there is language indicating that there is,
and if you could get back to us on that."

Currie: "Well, |1 think that 1is the general rule. The general
rule is 'sunset'."

Bl ack: "W certainly appreciate that. Thank you very much,
Representative. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Hartke."

Hartke; "Yes, will the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker WMadi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Hartke: "Representative Curri e, I am having a difficulty
followng this. You 're saying we're going to be reducing
the tax for the leaser of..."

Currie: "Change the basis of the tax. O the sales tax."

Hartke: "And that wll have no fiscal inpact on the State of
II'linois at all?"

Currie: "The estimate fromthe Departnent of Revenue is that it
will have initially a slight, nmean a slight depression in
state revenue collections, but for |ocal governnents and
for the state, over tine, they believe it will actually
bring in sonme additional noney. But it will nmake it easier
for those that are |leasing this high-tech equipnment to neet
the paynents in ways that otherwwse it wuld be a very
substanti al up-front consideration. That is why the
departnment and former Governor Edgar approved this
nmeasure. "

Hart ke: "Okay. This is a... what 1is the general |life of the
| ease of this equipnent?”

Currie: "I'msure it varies, but I would expect sone things are

gone in 2 years, sone things in 5, sonme things longer, 5 to

12
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7, | would imagine is standard."”

Hartke: "Ckay, so if you split the cost up over a 5 year period
say, for a piece of equipnent, and then it becones obsol ete
after 2 years, don't we |lose then that revenue or is it al
due upon the... ?"

Currie: "If someone has made a commtnent to | ease that equi pnent
for 5 years, they go right on paying that cost. So we
don't |ose the noney. The departnent's estimtes were
based on the study done by, which one of the big eight
accounting firns. And as | say, over tine we do not expect
this to | ose noney for us, but in fact, there m ght be sone
enhancenment to the revenue chest. Note that the percentage
that people are paying on the sales transaction is higher
than woul d be a regular sales tax. So, instead of being 6%
or 6.25, it's 8.25."

Hartke: "So, in effect, this is helping big business quite a bit
or a lot of these individuals that |ease this type of
equi pnent up-front."

Currie: "It means that they do not have to pay a substantial
up... many of these are not-for-profit hospitals, you know,
maj or nedi cal centers, and it nmeans they will not face such
a substantial up-front cost when they do the | easing."

Hart ke: "Okay, thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Parke."

Parke: "Thank you, M. Speaker, and | want to wi sh you a Happy
New Year. Look forward to working with you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you, M. Parke."

Parke: "Now, will the Sponsor of this Amendnent yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, what's the bottom 1ine? You gave an
anal ogy of why we are doing this. Wat is the bottomline?

VWat will we... what will we hope to achieve if this Bill

13
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Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

passes and the underlying Arendnent that you have added on
passes? Wat will we expect to see happen?”

"In fact, the Anendnent becones the Bill. According to
t hose who | ease high-tech, particularly medical equipnent,
it wll make it easier for the lessors to be able to nake
their paynments. And in the long run, according to an
analysis of a mmjor accounting firm and according to our
State Departnent of Revenue, there wll be no loss of
revenue to the state over tinme. There wll be an initial
| oss, not a substantial one. Over time the state revenue
chest wll be, if anything, affected in a positive way.
So, the point is to make it nore likely that these entities
will be able to | ease the high-tech equipnment that helps
individuals in a hospital setting nake sure their diagnosis
is accurate.”

"So, you are saying that you hopefully wll stimulate nore
| eases in the State of Illinois, if we spread it out over a
period of tinme, rather than up-front?"

"That's right. That's right. And we think, if we, the
Departnent of Revenue, and the fornmer Governor, and
Representative More, who is the Sponsor of this provision
when it passed the House, | think wunaninously, and we,
believe that this is a fairer way to tax this high-tech
equi pnent . "

"Do out-of-state people cone to Illinois to lease their
equi pnent ?"

"I would imagi ne so. And of course, few states..

"Well, ny understanding that out-of-state people do not
have to pay that up-front, but under this |egislation, they
wll. 1Is that true?"

"No. Under this legislation they will not, which would

make it nore likely that out-of-staters would be inclined

14
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Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

to rely upon Illinois vendors than they would under current
law. That was nmy answer to Representative Black, who was
wondering whether this nade us nore or |ess conpetitive in
t he high-tech arena. | would argue it mnmakes us nore
conpetitive."

"Well, | amlooking at ny staff analysis and maybe | see
that you have entered in the new tax rate of 8.25% Now,
that was not in the legislation that this chanber passed
this fall, was it?"

"l belive it was a year ago, and you are right, that the
rate... the rate in that neasure was sonmewhat |ower. But
the concern with that Iower rate on the | ease price, would
have had a negative inpact on Illinois state revenues and
on |l ocal nmunicipal revenues, as well."

"So, this is..

"So, that is why the redraft ends up wth a higher
nunber . "

"All right. | think | understand, to the Bill. Thank
you, Representative. M colleagues, you have a dilems.
And the dilemma is, that to achi eve what the Departnment of
Revenue wants to have happen with this legislation, we are
now com ng back with a higher rate, which neans it is a tax
increase to put this higher rate in. But, in the |long run,
what's going to happen with this legislation is hopefully,
it will stinmulate nore |eases, so that it will be neutra
or that we may gain a little nmoney with it. So, those of
you that are concerned about voting for tax increases, this
is a tax increase over and above what we passed | ast
spring. As the Representative pointed out, she believes in
the long run, if you spread it out over a period of the
| ease rather than up-front, wll stinulate nore votes. So,

t hose of you that are concerned about it, you should pay

15


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

138t h Legi sl ative Day January 11, 1999

cl ose attention to what you are voting for. Thank you, M.

Speaker . "

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Andrea More."

Moore: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Centlenen of the
House, | would like to speak for this Arendnent and point

out that this revision is one that | think nakes very good

sense for technol ogical equipnent that becones obsolete

qui ckly. It provides an opportunity for people to be able
to lease at a less amount and it al so has t he
muni ci palities protected. | would urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank vyou very nmuch, M. Speaker. | rise, not on
this Bill, but on a matter of personal privilege."
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative, could | come back to you in

just a couple of m nutes?"

Cow i shaw. "That would be fine. Thank you, Sir."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you. Representative Currie to close.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. This represents a tax reduction for
t hose who rent high-tech equipnment in the State of
II'linois. | urge your support for the Anmendnent as you
supported conparable | egislation a year ago."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Lady noves for the adoption of the
Amendnent. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no' . The 'ayes' have it. The Amendnent is adopted. Are
there any further Amendnments?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, has this Bill been
read a second tine?"

Clerk Bolin: "The Bill has been read a second tine previously."

Speaker Madigan: "Fine. Read the Bill for a third tinme."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 937, a Bill for an Act to anend the

Property Tax Code. Third Reading of the Senate Bill."
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Speaker

Madi gan: "On the order of a personal privilege, the Chair

recogni zes Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Yest erday, which

Speaker

Curri e:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

was Sunday the 10th of January, 1999, ny husband and | are

proud to announce that we becane grandparents for the 7th

tine. Qur brand new granddaughter, who weighed a little
over 8 pounds when she was born at 5:30 p.m yesterday, 1is
named Elizabeth Nora Rader. She has the makings of a

president. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Madi gan: "The Bill is on the Oder of Third Reading.
bel i eve that the Amendnment has become the Bill. And on the
Order of Third Reading, the Chair recogni zes Representative
Currie.”

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | think
the issue has been well discussed, well addressed. This is
a tax decrease for those who rent high-tech equipnent,
medi cal equipnment in particular, in the State of Illinois.
| woul d wel conme your support.™

Madi gan: "The Lady noves that this Bill pass. Those in
favor signify by wvoting 'aye'; those opposed by voting
'no'. Have all voted who wwsh? This is a Third Reading
Roll Call. This is a Third Reading Roll Call. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? This is a Third

Reading Roll Call. The Cerk shall take the record. On
this question, there are 77 "ayes'; 37 'noes'. This Bill
having received a Constitutional Myjority, is her eby

decl ared passed. M. Bl ack."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. May | rise to a point
of personal privilege?"

Madi gan: "State your point."

"Yes, |I'mnot explaining ny vote. 1'll stand by ny vote
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on that last Bill, M. Speaker. And | will explainit to
my constituents. The vote shall, however, be construed as

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Cerk

my objection to debating tax policy when the tax, in fact,
was a new tax and can be construed as a tax increase.
Albeit, | think Representative Currie nmade a strong case
for it. The noise level in this House is such that no one,
in ny hunble opinion, should be asked to vote 'yea' or
"nay' on a matter of tax policy when you can't hear. There
were reporters on the floor. There were dozens of visitors
on the floor. You sinmply can't hear and you're asking
people to vote on a very inportant issue of tax policy, a
new tax policy, for the State of Illinois. And | don't
think we should be in the business of voting for tax policy
when you cannot hear the debate and you cannot understand
answers to the questions. That's wong and | wll defend
my 'no' vote on that basis.”

Madigan: "I think that M. Black's point is well-taken.
The Chair asked on nunerous occasions that the Menbers give
their attention to the speakers and that the noise |level be
reduced. The Chair recognizes the Cerk for the purpose of
an announcenent.”

Bolin: "Committee announcenents. | mredi atel y upon
adj ournnent, the Registration and Regulation Commttee wll
be neeting. Imrediately upon adjournnent, the Registration
and Regulation Commttee wll be neeting. At 10: 30
tomorrow norning, the Public Uilities Commttee will be
nmeeting and the Elections in State Government Conmttee
will be nmeeting."

Madi gan: "Have vyou all heard the announcenent? M.
Clerk, could you read it. Wuld the Menbers please give
their attention to the Cerk."

Bolin: "Imediately upon adj our nnent t oday, t he
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Regi stration and Regulation Commttee wll be neeting.
Tonorrow norning at 10:30 a.m the Public UWilities
Commttee will be neeting and the Elections in State
Government Conmittee will be neeting. Tonorrow norning at
10:30 a.m Public Uilities and Elections in State
Gover nnent . "
Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk. The Chair is prepared to adjourn.
M. Cerk, do you know the roons that they're neeting?
VWhat roon? | am advised that the Registration Conmittee
wll be in Room 118 and the other Conmttees will be posted

in the norning. Again, the Chair is prepared to adjourn.

Representative Currie noves that the House does stand

adjourned until 11:00 a.m tonorrow norning. Those in
favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have
it. The House does stand adjourned wuntil 11:00 a.m

t onorr ow norni ng. "
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