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21ST LEGISLATIVE DAY 

 

Perfunctory Session 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 

 

 At the hour of 8:55 o'clock a.m., the House convened perfunctory session. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF BILLS 

 

 The following bills were introduced, read by title a first time, ordered reproduced and placed in the 

Committee on Rules: 

 

HOUSE BILL 4193.  Introduced by Representative Durkin, AN ACT concerning regulation. 

 

HOUSE BILL 4194.  Introduced by Representative Ford, AN ACT concerning appropriations. 

 

 

TEMPORARY COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Representative Turner replaced Representative Mautino in the Committee on Rules on March 10, 2015. 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

 Representative Currie, Chairperson, from the Committee on Rules to which the following were referred, 

action taken on March 10, 2015, reported the same back with the following recommendations:  

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES APPROVED FOR FLOOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

 That the Floor Amendment be reported “recommends be adopted”: 

Amendment No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1361.   

Amendment No. 3 to HOUSE RESOLUTION 14. 

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE: 

 

 Agriculture & Conservation:   HOUSE BILLS 3097, 3215, 3234, 3235, 3240, 3261, 3291, 3430, 3622, 

3669 and 3674. 

   Appropriations-General Services:   HOUSE BILLS 3228, 3229, 3483 and 3700. 

   Appropriations-Higher Education:   HOUSE BILLS 3254, 3534 and 3703. 

   Appropriations-Human Services:   HOUSE BILLS 2920, 3255, 3285, 3295, 3340, 3530 and 4194. 

   Appropriations-Public Safety:   HOUSE BILL 3653. 

   Business & Occupational Licenses:   HOUSE BILLS 2664, 3103, 3175, 3332, 3333, 3621 and 3696. 

   Cities & Villages:   HOUSE BILLS 3203, 3207, 3238, 3273, 3280, 3309, 3389, 3434, 3444, 3520 and 

3556. 

   Community College Access & Affordability:   HOUSE BILL 3576. 

   Consumer Protection:   HOUSE BILLS 3101, 3425, 3454, 3495, 3505, 3573, 3584, 3603 and 3651. 

   Counties & Townships:   HOUSE BILLS 3087, 3090, 3104, 3118, 3317, 3320, 3334, 3352, 3414, 3445, 

3664, 3672 and 3693. 

   Economic Development & Housing:   HOUSE BILLS 2758, 3193 and 3548. 

   Elementary & Secondary Education:  Charter School Policy:   HOUSE BILLS 3199 and 3511. 

   Elementary & Secondary Education: Licensing Oversight:   HOUSE BILLS 3123, 3191, 3192, 3314 and 

3477. 
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   Elementary & Secondary Education: School Curriculum & Policies:   HOUSE BILLS 2923, 3159, 3165, 

3190, 3196, 3197, 3198, 3200, 3239, 3252, 3286, 3337, 3364, 3402, 3428, 3435, 3480, 3526, 3535, 3544, 

3574 and 3634;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE RESOLUTION 28 and HOUSE AMENDMENT 

No. 1 to HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 11. 

   Energy:   HOUSE BILLS 3293, 3327, 3328, 3329, 3330, 3439, 3540, 3558 and 3625. 

 Environment:   HOUSE BILLS 3096, 3152, 3163, 3216, 3341, 3427, 3462, 3553, 3557, 3559, 3624 and 

3688. 

   Executive:   HOUSE BILLS 2726, 2795, 2917, 2918, 2921, 2924, 2926, 2929, 2930, 2931, 2935, 2936, 

2937, 2939, 3083, 3084, 3085, 3093, 3094, 3100, 3107, 3111, 3112, 3113, 3114, 3115, 3116, 3132, 3135, 

3142, 3145, 3147, 3156, 3164, 3170, 3171, 3173, 3179, 3185, 3187, 3208, 3224, 3231, 3232, 3233, 3237, 

3241, 3242, 3250, 3253, 3283, 3297, 3301, 3302, 3331, 3338, 3346, 3347, 3353, 3354, 3355, 3356, 3359, 

3368, 3372, 3374, 3377, 3392, 3399, 3403, 3405, 3412, 3413, 3415, 3416, 3417, 3418, 3431, 3440, 3446, 

3449, 3450, 3452, 3453, 3466, 3468, 3469, 3470, 3471, 3472, 3473, 3474, 3536, 3562, 3564, 3585, 3586, 

3591, 3600, 3601, 3602, 3604, 3607, 3610, 3628, 3635, 3636, 3637, 3638, 3639, 3640, 3641, 3642, 3643, 

3644, 3645, 3646, 3647, 3648, 3649, 3650, 3654, 3659, 3663, 3677, 3681, 3697, 3705, 3706, 3707, 3708, 

3710, 3711, 3712, 3713, 3716, 3719, 3724, 3727, 3736, 3737, 3738 and 3740. 

 Financial Institutions:   HOUSE BILL 2627. 

   Health Care Licenses:   HOUSE BILLS 2925, 3144, 3205, 3209, 3212, 3219, 3221, 3222, 3271, 3508, 

3517, 3519, 3627, 3630, 3655 and 3680. 

   Higher Education:   HOUSE BILLS 3102, 3258, 3390, 3404, 3476, 3491, 3528, 3577, 3596, 3597, 3692, 

3722, 3741 and 3742. 

   Human Services:   HOUSE BILLS 2915, 3119, 3133, 3139, 3158, 3204, 3270, 3274, 3294, 3299, 3304, 

3305, 3306, 3308, 3311, 3324, 3367, 3375, 3398, 3451, 3503, 3504, 3510, 3531, 3549, 3551, 3561, 3595, 

3605, 3616, 3618, 3623, 3665, 3673, 3684, 3709, 3729, 3730, 3731, 3732, 3733, 3734 and 3735:  HOUSE 

AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1407. 

   Insurance:   HOUSE BILLS 3137, 3406, 3407 and 3509;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE 

BILL 122. 

   Judiciary - Civil:   HOUSE BILLS 2424, 2922, 3089, 3091, 3122, 3161, 3169, 3182, 3188, 3246, 3268, 

3272, 3287, 3289, 3290, 3300, 3303, 3326, 3363, 3380, 3387, 3429, 3464, 3493, 3502, 3512, 3513, 3514, 

3518, 3527, 3552, 3583, 3593, 3599, 3620, 3652, 3683, 3704, 3726 and 3744;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 

1 to HOUSE BILL 2456 and HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 2628. 

   Judiciary - Criminal:   HOUSE BILLS 2919, 2928, 2938, 2941, 3080, 3095, 3098, 3106, 3149, 3153, 

3157, 3160, 3181, 3184, 3201, 3202, 3218, 3230, 3236, 3243, 3245, 3247, 3248, 3249, 3257, 3266, 3275, 

3277, 3278, 3279, 3292, 3312, 3315, 3318, 3342, 3343, 3344, 3357, 3358, 3373, 3376, 3379, 3381, 3385, 

3393, 3394, 3396, 3397, 3409, 3411, 3421, 3422, 3423, 3426, 3433, 3441, 3442, 3455, 3458, 3459, 3460, 

3461, 3482, 3487, 3488, 3490, 3498, 3506, 3507, 3524, 3529, 3532, 3563, 3565, 3572, 3578, 3587, 3588, 

3589, 3608, 3609, 3611, 3613, 3614, 3632, 3633, 3658, 3660, 3666, 3671, 3675, 3676, 3679, 3698, 3699, 

3701, 3717, 3720, 3725 and 3728. 

   Juvenile Justice & System-Involved Youth:   HOUSE BILLS 2933, 3141, 3155, 3267, 3371 and 3718. 

   Labor & Commerce:   HOUSE BILLS 3134, 3194, 3288, 3323, 3345, 3438, 3467, 3541, 3554, 3594, 

3606 and 3619;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 2510. 

   Personnel and Pensions:   HOUSE BILLS 1383, 3178, 3220 and 3388. 

   Public Utilities:   HOUSE BILLS 3570 and 3571. 

   Revenue & Finance:   HOUSE BILLS 2934, 2942, 2943, 3078, 3086, 3088, 3092, 3105, 3109, 3110, 

3117, 3120, 3121, 3129, 3130, 3131, 3138, 3140, 3148, 3151, 3154, 3166, 3168, 3174, 3176, 3183, 3189, 

3210, 3225, 3281, 3282, 3296, 3298, 3319, 3336, 3339, 3351, 3360, 3361, 3370, 3378, 3383, 3386, 3410, 

3436, 3437, 3448, 3456, 3463, 3479, 3481, 3492, 3494, 3499, 3501, 3516, 3521, 3522, 3538, 3539, 3550, 

3555, 3566, 3567, 3568, 3579, 3580, 3581, 3598, 3617, 3631, 3656, 3685, 3691, 3694, 3695, 3702, 3714, 

3715 and 3743:  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 2 to HOUSE BILL 159; HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to 

HOUSE BILL 1352. 

   State Government Administration:   HOUSE BILLS 2927, 3099, 3211, 3262, 3310, 3485, 3497, 3515, 

3667 and 3739;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 2679. 

   Transportation: Regulation, Roads & Bridges:   HOUSE BILLS 3108, 3260 and 3265. 

   Transportation: Vehicles & Safety:   HOUSE BILLS 3126, 3136, 3143, 3180, 3269, 3313, 3335, 3348, 

3365, 3382, 3384, 3395, 3400, 3401, 3420, 3447, 3465, 3478, 3533, 3590, 3615, 3626, 3668, 3670 and 3689. 

   Adoption Reform:   HOUSE BILL 3079. 

   Museums, Arts, & Cultural Enhancement:   HOUSE BILL 3217. 
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   Renewable Energy & Sustainability:   HOUSE BILLS 3523 and 3560:  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 

to HOUSE BILL 1455. 

 Restorative Justice:   HOUSE BILLS 3284, 3322 and 3475;  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE 

BILL 218. 

   Special Needs Services:   HOUSE BILL 3457. 

   Special Committee on Substance Abuse:   HOUSE BILLS 2940, 3321 and 3349. 

   Tollway Oversight:   HOUSE BILL 3690. 

   Veterans' Affairs:   HOUSE BILLS 2932, 3213, 3686 and 3721. 

   Youth & Young Adults:   HOUSE BILLS 3172, 3575, 3582 and 3687. 

 

 The committee roll call vote on the foregoing Legislative Measures is as follows: 

 3, Yeas;  0, Nays;  0, Answering Present. 

 

Y  Currie(D), Chairperson A  Sullivan(R), Republican Spokesperson 

Y  Lang(D) A  Leitch(R) 

Y  Turner(D) (replacing Mautino)  

 

 

At the hour of 10:13 o'clock a.m., the House Perfunctory Session adjourned. 

 

 

  At the hour of 11:01 o'clock a.m., the House convened perfunctory session. 

 

 

TEMPORARY COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Representative Feigenholtz replaced Representative Mautino in the Committee on Rules (A) on March 

10, 2015. 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

 Representative Currie, Chairperson, from the Committee on Rules (A) to which the following were 

referred, action taken on March 10, 2015, reported the same back with the following recommendations:  

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES APPROVED FOR FLOOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

 That the Floor Amendment be reported “recommends be adopted”: 

Amendment No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 299.   

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE: 

 

 Counties & Townships:  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 2459. 

   Elementary & Secondary Education: School Curriculum & Policies:  HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to 

HOUSE BILL 1402; HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 2464. 

   Health Care Licenses:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1359. 

   Judiciary - Civil:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 303; HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 

1 to HOUSE BILL 2640. 

   Judiciary - Criminal:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1337; HOUSE AMENDMENT 

No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1432. 

   Revenue & Finance:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1487. 

   Transportation: Regulation, Roads & Bridges:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE JOINT 

RESOLUTION 13. 

   Youth & Young Adults:   HOUSE AMENDMENT No. 1 to HOUSE BILL 1490. 

 

 The committee roll call vote on the foregoing Legislative Measures is as follows: 

 5, Yeas;  0, Nays;  0, Answering Present. 
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Y  Currie(D), Chairperson Y  Sullivan(R), Republican Spokesperson 

Y  Lang(D) Y  Leitch(R) 

Y  Feigenholtz(D) (replacing Mautino)  

 

 

       At the hour of 11:02 o'clock a.m., the House Perfunctory Session adjourned. 

 

 

       The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

 Representative Lang in the chair. 

 Prayer by Lee A. Crawford, the Pastor of the Cathedral of Praise Christian Center in Springfield, Illinois. 

 Representative Keith Wheeler led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 By direction of the Speaker, a roll call was taken to ascertain the attendance of Members, as follows: 

 114 present.  (ROLL CALL 1) 

 

 By unanimous consent, Representatives Conroy, Crespo, Mautino and Soto were excused from 

attendance. 

 

 

TEMPORARY COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Representative Feigenholtz replaced Representative Mautino in the Committee on Rules (B) on March 

10, 2015. 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 

  Representative Currie, Chairperson, from the Committee on Rules (B) to which the following were 

referred, action taken on March 10, 2015, reported the same back with the following recommendations: 

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE: 

 

 Restorative Justice:   HOUSE BILLS 2470 and 2471. 

   State Government Administration:   HOUSE BILL 3307. 

 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES REASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE: 

 

 HOUSE BILL 2933 was recalled from the Committee on Juvenile Justice & System-Involved Youth and 

reassigned to the Committee on Judiciary - Criminal. 

  HOUSE BILL 3267 was recalled from the Committee on Juvenile Justice & System-Involved Youth and 

reassigned to the Committee on Judiciary - Criminal. 

  HOUSE BILL 3322 was recalled from the Committee on Restorative Justice and reassigned to the 

Committee on Judiciary - Criminal. 

  HOUSE BILL 3371 was recalled from the Committee on Juvenile Justice & System-Involved Youth and 

reassigned to the Committee on Judiciary - Criminal. 

  HOUSE BILL 3475 was recalled from the Committee on Restorative Justice and reassigned to the 

Committee on Judiciary - Criminal. 

 

 The committee roll call vote on the foregoing Legislative Measures is as follows: 

 4, Yeas;  0, Nays;  0, Answering Present. 

 

Y  Currie(D), Chairperson Y  Sullivan(R), Republican Spokesperson 

Y  Lang(D) A  Leitch(R) 

Y  Feigenholtz(D) (replacing Mautino)  
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MOTIONS 

SUBMITTED 

 

 Representative Nekritz submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the order of 

Motions in Writing: 

MOTION 

 Pursuant to Rule 60(b), I move to table HOUSE BILL 4123. 

 

 

 Representative Manley submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the order of 

Motions in Writing: 

MOTION 

 Pursuant to Rule 60(b), I move to table HOUSE BILL 3414. 

 

 

 Representative Rita submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the order of Motions 

in Writing: 

MOTION 

 Pursuant to Rule 60(b), I move to table HOUSE BILL 2660. 

 

 

        Representative Ford submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the Calendar on the 

order of Motions in Writing: 

MOTION 

        Pursuant to Rule 25, I move to suspend the posting requirements of Rule 21 in relation to HOUSE BILL 

4194 to be heard in Appropriations-Human Services. 

 

 

 Representative Turner submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the order of Motions 

in Writing: 

MOTION 

 Pursuant to Rule 60(b), I move to table HOUSE BILL 3366. 

 

 

 Representative Chapa LaVia submitted the following written motion, which was placed on the order of 

Motions in Writing: 

MOTION 

 Pursuant to Rule 60(b), I move to table HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 32. 

 

 

BALANCED BUDGET NOTE SUPPLIED 
 

 A Balanced Budget Note has been supplied for HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

FISCAL NOTES SUPPLIED 
 

  Fiscal Notes have been supplied for HOUSE BILLS 127 and 133, as amended. 

 

 

CORRECTIONAL NOTE SUPPLIED 
 

 A Correctional Note has been supplied for HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

HOME RULE NOTE SUPPLIED 
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 A Home Rule Note has been supplied for HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY IMPACT NOTE SUPPLIED 
 

 A Housing Affordability Impact Note has been supplied for HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

JUDICIAL NOTE SUPPLIED 
 

 A Judicial Note has been supplied for HOUSE BILL 133. 

 

 

STATE MANDATES FISCAL NOTES SUPPLIED 
 

  State Mandates Fiscal Notes have been supplied for HOUSE BILLS 127, 133, as amended, 306 and 

397, as amended. 

 

 

JUDICIAL NOTE REQUEST WITHDRAWN 
 

 Representative Thapedi withdrew his request for a Judicial Note on HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

LAND CONVEYANCE APPRAISAL NOTE REQUEST WITHDRAWN 
 

 Representative Thapedi withdrew his request for a Land Conveyance Appraisal Note on HOUSE BILL 

133, as amended. 

 

 

PENSION NOTE REQUEST WITHDRAWN 
 

 Representative Thapedi withdrew his request for a Pension Note on HOUSE BILL 133, as amended. 

 

 

STATE DEBT IMPACT NOTE REQUEST WITHDRAWN 
 

 Representative Thapedi withdrew his request for a State Debt Impact Note on HOUSE BILL 133, as 

amended. 

 

 

REQUEST FOR FISCAL NOTE 
 

 Representative Sullivan requested that a Fiscal Note be supplied for HOUSE BILL 397, as amended. 

 

 

REQUEST FOR STATE MANDATES FISCAL NOTE 
 

 Representative Sullivan requested that a State Mandates Fiscal Note be supplied for HOUSE BILL 397, 

as amended. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 

 

  The following resolutions were offered and placed in the Committee on Rules. 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  235 
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 Offered by Representative Lilly: 

  

    WHEREAS, The Barack Obama Foundation is currently in the process of selecting a location for 

construction of the President Barack Obama Presidential Library and Museum; and  

     WHEREAS, The final 4 locations being considered are one location in New York, one in Hawaii, and 2 

within the City of Chicago - one on the West Side at the University of Illinois at Chicago and one on the 

South Side at the University of Chicago; and  

     WHEREAS, Chicago is the largest city in the State of Illinois and Illinois is the State where President 

Obama served in the Senate from 1997 through 2004, representing the 13th Legislative District; and 

     WHEREAS, The City of Chicago is President Obama's hometown; it is where he started both his career 

in public service and his family, and it is where his family still calls home; Chicago has seen its profile as a 

global city grow and has seen increased economic and cultural development by having the President of the 

United States hail from within its boarders; and  

      WHEREAS, In support of Chicago's 2 bids, the 98th Illinois General Assembly passed Public Act 98-

1005, which provides for the loan or donation to a presidential library or museum any books, items, furniture, 

equipment, or other materials or property of former Illinois State Senator Barack Obama in the possession or 

control of the Senate; and  

     WHEREAS, The Barack Obama Foundation is scheduled to select the final site by the end of March of 

2015; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we urge the Barack Obama Foundation to select one of 

the 2 Chicago bids as the location to build the President Barack Obama Presidential Library and Museum; 

and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to President Barack Obama, First Lady 

Michelle Obama, and the Barack Obama Foundation board members.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  239 

 

 Offered by Representative Jesiel: 

  

    WHEREAS, The General Assembly values the courage and hard work of law enforcement officers; it is 

important to ensure that these officers have the tools necessary to perform their duties without safety 

concerns; and  

     WHEREAS, Ford stopped making the Crown Victoria in 2011, but nearly two-thirds of the present State 

police fleet are still Crown Victorias; and  

     WHEREAS, Safety concerns have been expressed concerning the use of Ford Crown Victoria Police 

Interceptors; and  

     WHEREAS, The expansive front seat, the powerful V-8 engine, and the large trunk have made the Crown 

Victoria a favorite for officers, but certain design features have concerned auto-safety advocates as well as 

trial lawyers; and 

     WHEREAS, The Crown Victoria exceeds federal crash safety standards, however, the location of the fuel 

tank makes it especially dangerous for police work; and 

     WHEREAS, Safety advocates claim the position of the fuel tank on the Ford Crown Victoria, behind the 

rear axle rather than above or in front of the axle, has made the car more likely to burst into flames when 

struck from behind; and  

     WHEREAS, It is estimated that over 800 Illinois State Police squad cars on the road are Ford Crown 

Victorias; and  

     WHEREAS, It is critical to insure that the Illinois law enforcement personal are safe so that they are able 

to protect and serve; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we urge the Illinois State Police to study the safety of the 

current fleet of Ford Crown Victorias; and be it further 

     RESOLVED, That the report be delivered to the members of the Illinois House of Representatives by 

January l, 2016; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be delivered to the Director of the Illinois State Police.  
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HOUSE RESOLUTION  240 

 

 Offered by Representative Chapa LaVia: 

  

    WHEREAS, Some public or private colleges and universities claim to be "veteran friendly" without having 

student veterans represented on their governing boards; and  

     WHEREAS, Student veterans have different needs compared to other students; to ensure representation 

and consideration of those needs in the deliberations of post-secondary educational institutions' governing 

boards, student veterans should serve on those boards; and  

     WHEREAS, These veteran student governing board members do not have to be voting members in order 

to impart their particular wisdom on issues affecting veterans; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we state our belief that a public or private post-secondary 

educational institution should include a student veteran on its governing board if the institution wishes to call 

itself "veteran friendly"; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be made available to every public or private post-

secondary educational institution governing board in this State.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  241 

 

 Offered by Representative Gordon-Booth: 

  

    BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we respectfully request that the Illinois Community 

College Board reconsider the contract it holds with the GED Testing Service with regard to high school 

equivalency testing, evaluate the results of other companies that provide high school equivalency testing 

versus historic data concerning the Test of General Educational Development, and study the feasibility of 

other companies providing high school equivalency testing in this State or having this State implement its 

own high school equivalency testing by looking at how other, comparable states administer high school 

equivalency testing; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to the Illinois Community College Board 

and the State Board of Education.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  243 

 

 Offered by Representative Reis: 

  

    WHEREAS, The United States relies on gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel despite the recent focus on renewable 

and alternative sources of energy, and it will continue to rely on those fuels for many years; and  

     WHEREAS, In order to fuel our economy, the United States will need more oil and natural gas while also 

requiring additional alternative energy sources; and 

     WHEREAS, The United States currently depends on foreign imports for more than half of its petroleum 

usage, and it is the largest consumer of petroleum in the world; U.S. dependence on overseas oil has created 

geopolitical relationships with potentially damaging consequences for our national security; and 

     WHEREAS, Oil deposits in the Bakken Reserves of Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota are an 

increasingly important crude oil resource; it contains an estimated 11 billion barrels of recoverable crude oil 

and there is not enough pipeline capacity for crude oil supplies from Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Oklahoma, and Texas to reach American refineries; and 

     WHEREAS, Canadian oil reserves contain an estimated 173 billion barrels of recoverable oil, and Canada 

is the single largest supplier of oil to the United States at 2.62 million barrels per day; Canada has the capacity 

to significantly increase that rate; and 

     WHEREAS, The Keystone XL pipeline will, when completed, carry 700,000 barrels of North American 

crude oil to American refineries in the Gulf Coast region; and  
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     WHEREAS, Construction of the project will create 120,000 jobs nationwide, including 20,000 in 

construction and manufacturing, create $20 billion in economic growth, and generate millions of dollars' 

worth of government receipts; and  

     WHEREAS, A recent study by the U.S. Department of Energy found that increasing delivery of crude oil 

from Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Alberta, as well as Texas and Oklahoma to American 

refineries has the potential to substantially reduce our country's dependence on sources outside of North 

America; and  

     WHEREAS, Canada sends more than 99% of its oil exports to the United States, the bulk of which goes 

to Midwestern refineries; oil companies are investing huge sums to expand and upgrade refineries in the 

Midwest and elsewhere to make gasoline and other refined products from Canadian oil derived from oil 

sands; the expansion and upgrade projects will create many new construction jobs over the next 5 years and 

substantially add to the gross product of Illinois; and  

     WHEREAS, Ninety percent of the money used to buy Canadian oil will likely later be spent directly on 

U.S. goods and services in contrast with increasing the trade relationship with unstable regions; supporting 

the continued shift towards reliable and secure sources of North American oil is of vital interest to the United 

States and the State of Illinois; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we commend the members of Congress of the United 

States who have called for the expansion and completion of the Keystone XL pipeline system; and be it 

further 

     RESOLVED, That we call upon the President of the United States and his administration to speed up the 

process of granting final permits to enable construction to begin on the completion of the Keystone XL 

pipeline network for reasons of consumer protection and national security; and be it further 

     RESOLVED, That we request that the United States Department of Defense make a public statement as 

to the desirability of maximizing the production of fossil fuels within the boundaries of North America as 

part of our overall worldwide strategic position in relations to nations that do not wish well to the United 

States; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be sent to members of the Illinois congressional 

delegation, the President of the United States, the United States Secretary of Defense, the United States 

Secretary of the Interior, the United States Secretary of Energy, and the Administrator of the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  249 

 

 Offered by Representative Costello: 

  

    WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers are vital drivers to the economic well-being of 

Southwestern Illinois; and  

     WHEREAS, To support economic development along the waterways, the Kaskaskia Regional Port District 

was created by the Illinois General Assembly and signed by the Governor into statute on June 22, 1965; and 

     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District is a partner with the State of Illinois and the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers regarding the navigation of the Kaskaskia River; and 

     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District serves the region to promote industrial, commercial, 

transportation, and economic activities, thereby reducing the evils attendant upon unemployment and 

enhancing the public health and welfare of this State; and 

     WHEREAS, Some of the Kaskaskia Regional Port District's many accomplishments include: achieving 

the one million ton benchmark for tonnage shipped on the Kaskaskia River in 2014, which is a critical number 

for agencies that look at the performance of locks and dams; being featured in Expansion Solutions Magazine; 

being added to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer's national database; and Congress renaming the Kaskaskia 

Lock and Dam to the Jerry F. Costello Lock and Dam in honor of the former Congressman; and  

     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District is governed by an active 15-member uncompensated 

board representing all walks of life from Monroe, Randolph, and St. Clair Counties; and  

     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District has grown over the past 50 years and now has 5 

terminal locations serving both the Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers, weathering both drought and flood in 

recent years; and  
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     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District has facilitated the creation of jobs with businesses that 

rely on river navigation to ship cargo both inbound and outbound, having a positive impact on the economy 

of the region; and  

     WHEREAS, The Kaskaskia Regional Port District has been recognized by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers as one of the few port districts in the country that is growing each year and has developed a strategic 

plan to continue growing and serving the waterways and surrounding areas; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we recognize and celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 

Kaskaskia Regional Port District serving both the Mississippi and Kaskaskia Rivers in Southwestern Illinois; 

and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That we declare June 22, 2015 as Kaskaskia Regional Port District Day in the State of 

Illinois.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  250 

 

 Offered by Representative Bill Mitchell: 

  

    WHEREAS, The State of Illinois has a strategic interest in developing the best possible economic 

development strategy to create the most jobs for the least amount of taxpayer money, particularly as the State 

suffers from a relatively high unemployment rate; and  

     WHEREAS, One of the programs that the State of Illinois currently administers is the EDGE (Economic 

Development for a Growing Economy) tax credit program that authorizes the Illinois Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity to craft agreements with for-profit companies to reduce or eliminate 

State corporate income taxes in exchange for the companies hiring and retaining Illinois employees; and  

     WHEREAS, There is no statutory cap on the amount of EDGE tax credits that can be awarded to companies 

by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity; and  

     WHEREAS, According to the Chicago Tribune, the Department authorized $161 million of EDGE tax 

credits in 2011; and  

     WHEREAS, The Department reported in June of 2013 that 82 separate agreements were reached that 

include in the aggregate the creation of 3,581 jobs and the retention of 15,215 jobs; and  

     WHEREAS, The Department does not report the cost per job for each of those 82 separate agreements; 

and 

     WHEREAS, The Department does not report the annual amount of tax credits that were authorized as part 

of their annual report; and 

     WHEREAS, It is of crucial importance for policymakers to understand whether the cost of the EDGE tax 

credit program in the aggregate and each of these agreements is justified based on the job creation and 

retention benefits generated from the agreements; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that the Auditor General is directed to conduct a program 

audit of the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to examine the operations and 

management of the Department as it relates to the administration of the EDGE (Economic Development for 

a Growing Economy) tax credit program and to report the findings to the Illinois General Assembly; and be 

it further  

     RESOLVED, That the Auditor General answer the question in his report whether the job creation and job 

retention benefits from the EDGE tax credit program is worth the cost to taxpayers; and be it further 

     RESOLVED, That the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity fully cooperate with the 

audit and turn over any materials requested by the Auditor General; and be it further 

     RESOLVED, That the Auditor General is further directed to commence this audit as soon as possible and, 

upon completion, distribute a report in accordance with Section 3-14 of the Illinois State Auditing Act; and 

be it further 

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to the Auditor General and to all 4 

legislative leaders of the Illinois General Assembly.  

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION  252 

 



[March 10, 2015] 14 

 

 Offered by Representative Dunkin: 

  

    WHEREAS, The 3-day National Football League Player Selection Meeting, commonly known as the 

"NFL Draft", is one of the most widely-viewed sports events on worldwide television that does not involve 

an athletic contest; and  

     WHEREAS, The signing by the Chicago Bears of University of Illinois great, "Red" Grange, in 1925 was 

the first significant transition of a college football superstar to the National Football League, setting the stage 

for the coming century of "America's game"; and  

     WHEREAS, The owner and founder of the Chicago Bears, George Halas, is a key figure in the history of 

the National Football League, recognized as such through the George Halas Trophy, awarded annually to the 

champion of the National Football Conference within the National Football League; and  

     WHEREAS, Twenty-nine of the 500 firms listed in the Fortune 500 list are headquartered in the greater 

Chicago area, including many firms that partner with the National Football League and its 32 teams in a 

variety of ways; and  

     WHEREAS, The 2015 Draft will be hosted at the Auditorium Theater of the Roosevelt University in 

Chicago, the first time the draft has returned to Chicago since it was held in the Sheraton Chicago Hotel in 

1964; and  

     WHEREAS, The Chicago area will continue to be a superb location and headquarters for the annual NFL 

Draft; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we invite the National Football League to continue to 

hold the National Football League Player Selection Meeting in the Chicago area as a gesture to the heritage 

of the NFL and a gesture toward the future; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to Roger Goodell, Commissioner of the 

National Football League, George Mccaskey, Chairman of the Chicago Bears, and the 31 other teams of the 

National Football League.  

 

 

 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION  49 

 

 Offered by Representative Hoffman: 

  

    WHEREAS, In response to concerns regarding premium costs for Illinois employers responsible for 

providing Workers' Compensation Insurance coverage for their employees, the State of Illinois enacted 

Public Act 97-0018 which created a substantial reduction in benefits for injured workers, with the intention 

of providing employers relief from the high costs of workers' compensation premiums; and  

     WHEREAS, As a result of this Act, the National Council on Compensation Insurance has subsequently 

recommended premium rate reductions totaling nearly 20% for Illinois employers; and  

     WHEREAS, If fully implemented by insurers, such a rate reduction would provide Illinois' employers 

with nearly $1 billion in premium savings; and  

     WHEREAS, Employers have experienced premium reductions of $315 million, which represents only a 

fraction of the $1 billion that would have been saved via full implementation of the recommended rate 

reductions; therefore, be it  

     RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that there is 

created the Workers' Compensation Premium Rates Task Force consisting of 12 members appointed as 

follows: 2 legislative members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 2 legislative 

members appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives; 2 legislative members appointed 

by the President of the Senate; 2 legislative members appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate; one 

member representing a statewide association representing retailers; one member of a statewide association 

representing manufacturers; one member of a statewide association representing labor interests; and one 

member of a statewide association representing injured workers; 2 chairpersons, representing different 

political parties, shall be selected by the members of the Task Force; and be it further  

     RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall study the National Council on Compensation Insurance's 

recommendations for workers' compensation premium rates and the extent to which Illinois employers' actual 

premiums reflect these recommended rates; and be it further 
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     RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Illinois House of 

Representatives and the Illinois Senate no later than December 31, 2015.  

 

 

AGREED RESOLUTIONS 

 

  The following resolutions were offered and placed on the Calendar on the order of Agreed Resolutions. 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 236 

 

 Offered by Representative Brown: 

 Congratulates the Moweaqua Central A&M Raiders on winning the 2015 IHSA Girls Basketball State 

Championship. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 237 

 

 Offered by Representative DeLuca: 

 Congratulates the Southland College Prep Charter High School Speech Forensics Team on its success at 

the 2015 IHSA Speech Forensics Sectional. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 238 

 

 Offered by Representative Beiser: 

 Congratulates Eziekel Elliott on winning the 2015 College Football National Championship with the 

Ohio State Buckeyes. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 242 

 

 Offered by Representative Reis: 

 Congratulates the Mt. Carmel Junior Golden Aces 8th grade boys basketball team on winning the 

Southern Illinois Junior High School Athletic Association Class L State Championship. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 244 

 

 Offered by Representative Sosnowski: 

 Congratulates the Belvidere Area Chamber of Commerce on its 100th anniversary. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 245 

 

 Offered by Representative Cloonen: 

 Congratulates Johnnie W. Sykes on the occasion of his 86th birthday. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 246 

 

 Offered by Representative Martwick: 

 Honors Ed Bannon for his service as Executive Director of the Six Corners Association. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 247 

 

 Offered by Representative Martwick: 
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 Honors Jessie Ann Foley of Jefferson Park on her book, "The Carnival at Bray", being named as one of 

the best books written for young adults by the American Library Association. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 248 

 

 Offered by Representative Meier: 

 Recognizes the Illinois Jaycees on the occasion of United States Jaycees' 100th anniversary. 

 

 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 251 

 

 Offered by Representative Durkin: 

 Pays tribute to the memory of our colleague, Illinois Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka. 

 

 

HOUSE BILLS ON SECOND READING 

 

HOUSE BILL 133.  Having been reproduced, was taken up and read by title a second time. 

 Amendment No. 1 was offered in the Committee on Consumer Protection, adopted and reproduced.  

 There being no further amendments, the foregoing Amendment No. 1 was ordered engrossed; and the 

bill, as amended, was advanced to the order of Third Reading. 

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and held on the 

order of Second Reading:   HOUSE BILL 169.  
  

 HOUSE BILL 198.  Having been reproduced, was taken up and read by title a second time. 

 Amendment No. 1 was offered in the Committee on Transportation: Vehicles & Safety, adopted and 

reproduced.  

 There being no further amendments, the foregoing Amendment No. 1 was ordered engrossed; and the 

bill, as amended, was advanced to the order of Third Reading. 

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bills were taken up, read by title a second time and advanced to 

the order of Third Reading:   HOUSE BILLS 208 and 373.  
  

 HOUSE BILL 377.  Having been reproduced, was taken up and read by title a second time. 

 Amendment No. 1 was offered in the Committee on Transportation: Vehicles & Safety, adopted and 

reproduced.  

 There being no further amendments, the foregoing Amendment No. 1 was ordered engrossed; and the 

bill, as amended, was advanced to the order of Third Reading. 

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and held on the 

order of Second Reading:   HOUSE BILL 397.  

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bills were taken up, read by title a second time and advanced to 

the order of Third Reading:   HOUSE BILLS 417, 488, 1459 and 1516.  

  

 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and held on the 

order of Second Reading:   HOUSE BILL 1531.  

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and advanced to 

the order of Third Reading:   HOUSE BILL 1560.  
  

 HOUSE BILL 245.  Having been reproduced, was taken up and read by title a second time. 

 Amendment No. 1 was offered in the Committee on Cities & Villages, adopted and reproduced.  

 There being no further amendments, the foregoing Amendment No. 1 was ordered engrossed; and the 

bill, as amended, was advanced to the order of Third Reading. 
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 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and advanced to 

the order of Third Reading:   HOUSE BILL 1365.  
  

 HOUSE BILL 1498.  Having been reproduced, was taken up and read by title a second time. 

 Amendment No. 1 was offered in the Committee on State Government Administration, adopted and 

reproduced.  

 There being no further amendments, the foregoing Amendment No. 1 was ordered engrossed; and the 

bill, as amended, was advanced to the order of Third Reading. 

 

 Having been reproduced, the following bill was taken up, read by title a second time and advanced to 

the order of Third Reading:   HOUSE BILL 200.  
  

  

HOUSE BILL ON THIRD READING 

 

 The following bill and any amendments adopted thereto were reproduced.  This bill has been examined, 

any amendments thereto engrossed and any errors corrected.  Any amendments still pending upon the passage 

or defeat of a bill on Third Reading are automatically tabled pursuant to Rule 40(a). 

 

 On motion of Representative Williams, HOUSE BILL 1418 was taken up and read by title a third time. 

 And the question being, “Shall this bill pass?” it was decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 

 107, Yeas; 0, Nays; 5, Answering Present. 

 (ROLL CALL 2) 

 This bill, having received the votes of a constitutional majority of the Members elected, was declared 

passed. 

 Ordered that the Clerk inform the Senate and ask their concurrence. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Having been reported out of the Committee on State Government Administration on March 4, 2015, 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 2 was taken up for consideration. 

 Representative Sente moved the adoption of the resolution. 

       And on that motion, a vote was taken resulting as follows: 

 112, Yeas; 0, Nays; 0, Answering Present. 

 (ROLL CALL 3) 

 The motion prevailed and the resolution was adopted. 

 Ordered that the Clerk inform the Senate and ask their concurrence.  

 

 Having been reported out of the Committee on Tourism & Conventions on March 4, 2015, HOUSE 

JOINT RESOLUTION 23 was taken up for consideration. 

 Representative Costello moved the adoption of the resolution. 

       The motion prevailed and the resolution was adopted. 

       Ordered that the Clerk inform the Senate and ask their concurrence. 

 

 Having been reported out of the Committee on Judiciary - Criminal on March 10, 2015, HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 14 was taken up for consideration. 

 Committee Amendment No. 1 was tabled pursuant to Rule 40(a). 

 Floor Amendment No. 2 remained in the Committee on Rules. 

 Representative Thapedi offered Amendment No. 3 and moved its adoption. 

 The foregoing motion prevailed and Amendment No. 3 was adopted. 

 Representative Thapedi moved the adoption of the resolution, as amended. 

       The motion prevailed and the resolution, as amended, was held on the order of Resolutions. 

 

 Having been reported out of the Committee on Youth & Young Adults on March 5, 2015, HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 166 was taken up for consideration. 
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 Representative Monique Davis moved the adoption of the resolution. 

       The motion prevailed and the resolution was adopted. 

 

 

 ACTION ON MOTIONS 

 

The Chair requested leave to use a single vote for the adoption of motions to table for the following 

legislation: HOUSE BILL 3362, 3414 and 4123; HOUSE RESOLUTION 219.   

Leave was granted. 

The foregoing motions prevailed and the bills were tabled. 

   

 

AGREED RESOLUTIONS 

 

 HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 237, 238, 242, 244, 245, 246, 247 and 248 were taken up for consideration. 

 Representative Currie moved the adoption of the agreed resolutions. 

 The motion prevailed and the agreed resolutions were adopted. 

 

 

 At the hour of 12:25 o'clock p.m., Representative Currie moved that the House do now adjourn until 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015, at 12:00 o'clock p.m., allowing perfunctory time for the Clerk. 

 The motion prevailed. 

 And the House stood adjourned. 
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