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Illinois Pedestrian Stop Study Annual Report 2017 
 
This is the second annual report for the Illinois Pedestrian Stop Study. Alexander 
Weiss Consulting, LLC prepared the report in conjunction with the Illinois Department 
of Transportation. 

 
Background 

 
In   2015   the   Illinois   General   Assembly   passed   Public   Act   99-352   that 
supplements the Illinois Traffic Stop Study by mandating the collection of data on 
certain types of pedestrian stops. The law requires that data is to be collected on 
pedestrian stops that include “frisks, searches, summons and arrests." Importantly, 
there is no requirement to collect data for a pedestrian stop that does not include 
at least one of the following: frisk, search, summons, or arrest. In other words, if an 
officer stops a pedestrian but does not frisk or search the person, does not issue the 
subject a summons, and they are not arrested, the 
stop would not be reported to IDOT.1 

 
When a stop meets the definition stated above the officer must record: 

 

 
� Subject’s gender and race 
� Reasons for the stop 
� Date, time and location of the stop 
� Whether or not a pat-down or frisk was performed and if so, the reasons for 

the pat-down or frisk and whether the subject granted consent 
� Whether contraband was found 
� Whether other searches were conducted, with or without consent 
� The disposition of the stop and any violations, offenses or crimes charged as a 

result of the stop. 
 
Agency data must be submitted to IDOT by March 1 of the year after collection. As 
is the case with the ITSS, agencies have ten days to review and comment on their 
report. In addition to this summary report we have also prepared a report for each 
participating law enforcement agency. 

 
For 2017, 480 agencies submitted pedestrian stop data to IDOT. This represents 
about one half of Illinois agencies.  In order to account for this gap  IDOT contacted 
each agency about their participation. Many reported that they did not conduct any 
pedestrian stops that met the criteria. 

 
One Hundred Seventy-One agencies either did not respond to the IDOT inquiry or did 
not submit their data. Those agencies are listed in Appendix A. 
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Examining the Illinois Pedestrian Stop Data 

 
 
 
For the second year of our study Illinois law enforcement agencies reported 127,144 
pedestrian stops as compared with 133,485 pedestrian stops in 2016.  In our analysis 
of traffic stop  data  we  provide  a statewide  analysis.  However, in the case of the 
pedestrian stop data such  an  approach  would  be  inappropriate because 86% 
(109,928) of the pedestrian stops were conducted by the Chicago Police Department. 

 
Instead, we have illustrated an agency report  (Cook County) and will provide a guide 
as to how these reports should be interpreted. Readers should be cautious in drawing 
conclusions from agency data with limited pedestrian stops. Many of the agency 
reports include a handful of stops-thus reducing the reliability of the percentage 
measures. 

 
The first section of the  report  includes  community  demographics.  For each agency 
we provide the population data for each racial category as defined by the statute, and 
the percentage for that race of the whole. This data comes from the 
2010 US Census, and our counts include persons 15 years of age and older-the same 
approach that is used for the traffic stop study. In this study we used the population 
data for the community that the agency serves. This is a different approach than the 
traffic study in which we attempted to account for the mobility of motor vehicles. Our 
analysis for pedestrian data is based on the assumption that the population of persons 
in a community “at risk” for being stopped is largely the same as the population of the 
community where the stop occurs. 

 
In the next section of the report we describe stops that include a pat down. Recall that 
if there is no pat down, search, or arrest or summons it is not included as a stop. In 
this section we provide a series of relevant percentages. 

� Stops by Race shows the percentage of all stops by category-for example, 
31.21% of all stops were of white subjects and 40.94% of all stops were of 
black subjects. A reader can compare those percentages with the 
population characteristics (e.g. 42.82% White, 24.08% Black) 

� Stops with a pat down shows the percentage of stops within that race with a 
pat down. For example, there were 93 stops of white subjects and 82 of those 
stops involved a pat down. 

� The next two rows describe the percentage of pat downs that were conducted 
based on consent (68.29%) or reasonable suspicion (31.71%) within race. 

 
The third section describes stops in which a search occurred “beyond the pat 
down”. In this study searches are considered a subset of pat downs. That is, we are 
capturing searches that occur as a result of the pat down.  We are only considering 
those cases in which the search emanated from 
a pat down that was conducted by consent. In this way we can track those stops in 
which there was not reasonable suspicion to conduct the pat down. 



 

2017 IPSS Executive Summary   3 

� Search beyond pat down conducted describes the percentage of searches that 
came from stops with a pat down within race. 

� The next six rows capture the percentage of stops with a search based on 
consent, probable cause and incidental to arrest, and whether those searches 
resulted in the discovery of contraband. Finally, we illustrate whether the stop 
resulted in a summons or arrest with each race. The lower portion of the report 
provides the raw data used to construct the analysis. 
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Appendix A: Agencies not in Compliance 
 

ALBANY POLICE 

ALMA POLICE 

APPLE RIVER POLICE 

ASHKUM POLICE 

ASTORIA POLICE 

ATLANTA POLICE 

AURORA POLICE 

BAYVIEW GARDENS 
POLICE 

BECKEMEYER POLICE 

BELGIUM POLICE 

BEMENT POLICE 

BENLD POLICE 

BLANDINSVILLE POLICE 

BRADFORD POLICE 

BRIDGEPORT POLICE 

BROOKLYN POLICE 

BROOKPORT POLICE 

BUCKLEY POLICE 

BUCKNER POLICE 

BUDA POLICE 

BUFFALO-
MECHANICSBURG POLICE 

BUNCOMBE POLICE 

CAIRO POLICE 

CALUMET PARK POLICE 

CAMBRIA POLICE 

CAMP POINT POLICE 

CAVE-IN-ROCK POLICE 

CEDARVILLE POLICE 

CENTRAL CITY POLICE 

CERRO GORDO POLICE 

CHESTER POLICE 

CISSNA PARK POLICE 

CLAY COUNTY SHERIFF 

COAL CITY POLICE 

COULTERVILLE POLICE 

CRAINVILLE POLICE 

CREAL SPRINGS POLICE 

CROSSVILLE POLICE 

DIXMOOR POLICE 

DOWELL POLICE 

DOWNS POLICE 

DURAND POLICE 

EARLVILLE POLICE 

EAST CARONDELET POLICE 

EAST GALESBURG POLICE 

EAST ST. LOUIS PARK 
DISTRICT POLICE 

EAST ST. LOUIS POLICE 

ELKVILLE POLICE 

ERIE POLICE 

EWING POLICE 

FARINA POLICE 

FAYETTEVILLE POLICE 

FILLMORE POLICE 

FISHER POLICE 

FITHIAN POLICE 

FLORA POLICE 

FOREST CITY POLICE 

FREEMAN SPUR POLICE 

GALVA POLICE 

GENOA POLICE 

GERMAN VALLEY POLICE 

GILBERTS POLICE 

GRANT PARK POLICE 

GREAT LAKES NAVAL 
STATION 
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GREEN VALLEY POLICE 

HAMPSHIRE POLICE 

HARPER COLLEGE POLICE 

HARVEY POLICE 

HENDERSON COUNTY 
SHERIFF 

HILLCREST POLICE 

HILLSDALE POLICE 

HINCKLEY POLICE 

HINDSBORO POLICE 

HODGKINS POLICE 

HOLIDAY HILLS POLICE 

HOPEDALE POLICE 

HUTSONVILLE POLICE 

IRVING POLICE 

JOHNSTON CITY POLICE 

JONESBORO POLICE 

KILBOURNE POLICE 

KINMUNDY POLICE 

LACON POLICE 

LADD POLICE 

LASALLE POLICE 

LAWRENCEVILLE POLICE 

LELAND GROVE POLICE 

LENA POLICE 

LEWISTOWN POLICE 

LIBERTY POLICE 

LIVINGSTON POLICE 

LOSTANT POLICE 

LUDLOW POLICE 

MANSFIELD POLICE 

MAQUON POLICE 

MARSEILLES POLICE 

MARTINSVILLE POLICE 

MAYWOOD POLICE 

MAZON POLICE 

MCCLURE POLICE 

MCLEANSBORO POLICE 

MCNABB POLICE 

MENDON POLICE 

MENDOTA POLICE 

MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF 

MEREDOSIA POLICE 

METRO WATER 
RECLAMATION DISTRICT 
POLICE 

MILFORD POLICE 

MINIER POLICE 

MONMOUTH POLICE 

MORTON COLLEGE POLICE 

MOUNT MORRIS POLICE 

NEW BOSTON POLICE 

NEW HOLLAND POLICE 

NEW WINDSOR POLICE 

NORRIS CITY POLICE 

OAK FOREST HOSPITAL OF 
COOK COUNTY POLICE 

OAKLAND POLICE 

OAKWOOD HILLS POLICE 

OQUAWKA POLICE 

PARIS POLICE 

PEARL CITY POLICE 

PECATONICA POLICE 

PLYMOUTH POLICE 

POCAHONTAS POLICE 

PONTOON BEACH POLICE 

POTOMAC POLICE 

PRAIRIE DU ROCHER 
POLICE 

PRAIRIE GROVE POLICE 

RAYMOND POLICE 

RIDGWAY POLICE 

ROCK FALLS POLICE 

ROSICLARE POLICE 

ROSSVILLE POLICE 
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RUTLAND POLICE 

SAUK VILLAGE POLICE 

SENECA POLICE 

SESSER POLICE 

SHAWNEETOWN POLICE 

SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF 

SHERRARD POLICE 

SPAULDING POLICE 

ST. FRANCISVILLE POLICE 

ST. JACOB POLICE 

ST. JOHNS POLICE 

STEWARDSON POLICE 

SUMMERFIELD POLICE 

SUMNER POLICE 

TAYLOR SPRINGS POLICE 

TAYLORVILLE POLICE 

THOMPSONVILLE POLICE 

THOMSON POLICE 

TISKILWA POLICE 

TOLEDO POLICE 

VERMONT POLICE 

VILLA GROVE POLICE 

VIRDEN POLICE 

VIRGINIA POLICE 

WAMAC POLICE 

WARSAW POLICE 

WASHBURN POLICE 

WATERMAN POLICE 

WAYNE CITY POLICE 

WESTFIELD POLICE 

WESTVILLE POLICE 

WILLIAMSVILLE POLICE 

WINCHESTER POLICE 

WINSLOW POLICE 

WOODFORD COUNTY 
SHERIFF 

ZEIGLER POLICE 

 

 




